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Sir. 

I enclose a letter from Eir Walter 
Lawrence from wMch you wUl see that 
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and 
Frincess of Wales have been graciously 
pleased to accept copies of your work on 
the Taj . 

Yours faithfully, 
iSd.) ALFRED GASELEE. 
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-if fl/a Itiftr fitm falter ^wrtaci to f i/rifol 
8 ^Ir 41m gairfw, p. .g. J. Jf. g. J. 
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PRINCS: OF WALE’S GASlP, ISDIA. 
Uib D«cf. 190ft. 



My Dt»r OentraJ, 

Will you please inform Muin-ud*din 
that I have handed the two copies of hft 
work on the Taj to the Prince and Prin¬ 
cess of Wales and that I am directed to 
convey the thanks of Their Royal High¬ 
nesses to him. 
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Yours Sincerely, 
(Sd.) WALTER LAWRENCE. 
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This little book written by M. Moin-ud-din 
of Agre contains a mine of informatiori in¬ 
valuable alike to the student of History and 
to the Tourist from Europe or Amerioa. The 
Author has devoted himself to much re- 
searoh, and has availed of several contem¬ 
porary Moghat Histories, such as the Badshah 
Namah, Tuzuk-i>Jahangirl, Shahjahan Hamah, 
the Ain-I-Akbari, etc. The last Edition com¬ 
manded a large sale, and It is hoped, that this 
edition which has been carefully revised will 
also be accorded the warm reception which 
it deserves. Of the numerous cheap hand¬ 
books and guides to the Taj and the neigh¬ 
bouring Historic buildings of Agra, there 
are few so Interesting and full of details 
as this, and as the author Is a good Persian 
Scholar and an Enthusiast, his sole desire 
In writing this book has been to place in the 
hands of those who visit Agra, all the best 
particulars which are available In Persian 
books and other sources concerning that 
Fairy fabric, the Taj. 
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TBlI HUMBLE PfiODUCTlOtl. 
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Preface to the Revised Edilioo. 

1'ha first edition of tliifl book* wkioh was pubUttbed 
in 1904, wiift ori^innEly a transiation of my Urdu irork 

Ilnppily the work apprecratiKl by ike Europcon 
and An^do-liulian pubUc msd the intereait exhibit^sui in this 
coutitry, Europe and America has encouraged mo to nteast 
the work with certain important additioTis which 1 believa 
will provD of further intorest. 

This brochure dcala chiefly' with one of the great 
wonder^i of tho world, the perfection of the Art of f Muj^hal) 
ArchitectkirCp the world-ranowneri edifice which we all know 
by the simple and iincstentatiQiis name of Ths Taj “ at 
Agra, 

The materials for this book have been coKectod from 
trustworthy resoureaa at otir tURposel ami I am confident 
they will aland the teat of critical okwvors- The descrip¬ 
tion of each building is accompanied by a short btographical 
notice of the persem to perpetuate whose memory it was 
hollL 

Ths Sflcrod to^i« that beautify the different parts of 
the Taj have boon exhibited in this edition writh rietsileJ 
refercncca to their English tmnfl^at^ona in Sale’s A t-Quran. 
This arran^mcRt, I trusty will aatisfj' the curiosity iif an 
in If ui sit i VC lender by helping him to elicit and decipher the 
difierout texts w'ith as muoh ease ns could be wished* • 

I hnva anpplementeil thifi edition with anothtr in¬ 
teresting and important appendix ciniaining brief descrip¬ 
tion of the note wort by archaeological ]uiiacfiea»d buihUnga— 
the Fort, the Jama Masjid, the Sikandm, the Etmsd-ud- 
Daulup the Chmbka-Hauza, the Aram Bagh etc. Tlicse 
edifices hnva no little impartauco In history and it is ex¬ 
pected that they would servo the purposex of delicious 
dciu^erts to voracious readera of the hietory of MughnI 
bujldingaw 
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THE 

mhusoeeum of mumthz MunaL, 

the TAJ. 



0 ^epliyr I thou tlo&t wanflftr free 
O'er glolje# iiTifl regions 
Didst Uioii A liiiKlsejijw ever see 
Of cliiiriiJ iiiid iiUJh delight f 

liveti ut 80 lute )i tlule«» this, the world holds 
in profusion, nitmeroiw romnina of the rtire Ami 
inngnificent wlHices whirh Islnm raii^l in her 
I«liiiy dtiys fltjd Tvhicli lortunately have cskaipcd 
ravagea of time. They soppljr clear evidence of tlie 
vvoiiilerful skill of the MoJem nrtisU of by gone days. 
;>onie of tliem nre, indeed, marvels of arehitectiire, the 
perfect and ingenious ivorkdiftiiship of wliieli iwHIca tlie 
crilioul uciiuicD of the gruitefitcounoiBeeurs of luoderuart. 
Tlie tmvellcr meets them, mostly in rnina l»y the road* 




at Agm rttiti at Ddlii| in i\ie ejiviroiis o[ nsinin^'ii^, 
nt Brighclacl, mu\ ; on tlie pbiimi of Ciiiro, in 

Sicilyj at Gmnaflu^ Conlovn, nm] StH-ille. Thuy ictl 
the story^ — a sad story of the i^niiideiir, the s-jpltHitiToLtr 
wnd the poveer of tlie MMliuinimi^ilan [xstcwfates wiio 
erected them. Any one who having visited thow*^ 
scattered architectiiral vyonders ct>ine>i to see the 
marvellous irumj^lcum of Mamta^ MiihEilt^he Tai, would 
surely exclaim with the oiioutal ppeti 

- vs;'^ A j' 

Of Graces all doth none ooniparc 
^ With tbccj tlK>ii fairest of the fair. 

^ The merits which all the rest of the Moslem edifice*^ 
posses indiviihially—the flowering iiml painting whiclj 
diBtingtiish the Persian hiiililings; the remarkable purity ^ 
the iityle, and the design^ that hinu the proiniiient 
ferituraa of the Egyistian rnosejuesT the mosnics, the 
ornamentiition, the decorations, the brilliant colouring, 
the polish, and the finish, xvhich characterize the |)alaccH 
mid buildings of Spaiin^arc all combi net! in the Taj, 
wijich may, in the litcnil sense of the name, be C 5 illef! 
the Crown of arcliitectore. 

To enjoy one sight of tfic ffiiry-faoe<l Taj nntl to 
behold its BLirpiisaing Wuties, Eiir<iiiean tourists come 
in thousands all the T^v^y to Hindustnti at considembie 
sacrifice of their comfort and money- Agra truly owes 
It2i pre-eminent fame above other towms to thii 5 venmiljlv 


:v 

Btrnctiin;. Eiit lieforc ilcscribine tlie buikliay Uiwlf, 
k k lu'CiSiwiry to give a short hiogniphy of the illuatri- 
om Qncefi, whorH: eartlily rcinams Ho beueath it, 

THE TAJ MaHAL, 

TLr |jrQ(wr niinie of the princessj who rests in tlic 
viniU of the uiftOiiolcuni ivus Arjuniiiui Ikno Begam, 
diVJtleil .MinntftK Mulaii, a ritvmc s.iiK-c coiivertetl into 
T:g-Mnlml by long usage. 

The huly was of high birth. She waa the grand 
daughter of Mlr/Ji Gliitis Beg, Bie 
wiimiiu* prime minister of Hhihangir, und father 

of the renoivncil Nnr Jahan Begttni. Her father, Kliwaja 
.Vbid flsisaii, whose title wiia Ytimin.ud*d<iiilah Aeaf 
Kliiiii, was aiinaii of intrinbie worth, and great talents. 
He was a nnin of dignified iipiMJanitioc, a dear hmd, and 
liigh aspit^tioTiS' * *'1 Ifirza Gitias’ diiitli, the Kliwuja’s 
IHirsoiwil ciiudlficfttions ecctircd him the post his father 
liad held. -Jahangir held the son in as great alt estima¬ 
tion as he Imd held his fatlier. Her mother was Diwsjnji 
tlcgnin. Mnnjta2 Bcgam was Wn in lOOS A. II, (li>94 
A. I) ). IVlien she was old enongJi to Irtmt letters, her 
father and gmndfiithor took pains to eduaite her in 
every aoGnnpliahment snitcti to her status in life t and 
her nniisnal geitina insjdrcd them with the hope timt 
she like her aunt, Kiir -luhan, would one day rita^ to on 
t'XuUeil posiKon and nciiuire a world w ide celebrity. 

When Mumtaz Begniu'S education was finished and 
)^he had reached an iifie verging on womanhood, the fame 
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of lirr Witj' went l♦^l*Olvl the conrinea of llie km'in, j 

unil licr accornplialimenti Ixamw the nnivcrsiil topic of j 

mnversntl<!n. ■Tfi1iiiH(;ir luul the Ifl'ly tw’trotli&l to litH j 

son ShaU Jdliim in 1(507, A. IX nnil five ywir.^ IsiP-r in 
the yeiir Uil2, ( RaIm’IiI tiwtil tltlii 1021 A. H.), when ^ 

?lic lw<l just imseictl her ntnoteenth vftir* her tin ptkl« were 
celcbriitetl, the hrifh't'nMHn knotr neiirly twenty (nic. 
Jalinnppr confernrl iifiofi hi* ilftufflitcr ifi-hiw tlie title ttf 
MnmtnK Miihrtl. The wofldinj,' ceremonies wei-e (Mjrform- 
e<l »t the Itoiise of Etmflil-inl-TXuihi, Mirti Ghiti-s. TJie 
Emperor atteiulcfl the wcdiltn- in jwt^n fiml Imtl tii« 
picnsiirc of tying tlic bruliil wrciith of pt-urls to the 
Utrle-groom*!* tnrlMin with lik royal Iminls 

blmb Jaliixu, it fhouhl be remarked, hmJ alrwidy been 
married, (neuriy two years befort), to tlie daughter 
of Muiiiiffar Hiisiiiii Mifwi, the gmndeon of Shall Ismail 
Sufwi, the King of Persia. Thits jirinccMs whs ealli d 
^unJhuri Begam, and Ir^forc the marnage of wliicli wc 
are ap&ikUig \hi<l born of her to Shuli Jiihim a (bugliter 
natned l*iirhtmnr Bano Begaui. 

But Miimtaa Begtim'a kiiuty and wit i*rtnetl 
iwwcrful that Shah JaliHtda aflectioiis were soou turns* 
ftmd to Ilia new bride. She became all in nil to Shub 
Julian, who remained constant in liis love for her until 
hi» death, rollowing tlie tniditional custom of liis 
ancestors he took other wives also : iiut none of them 
succeeded in suiierseiUnfi MuiuttiiZ in his nJFoctioiis. She 
was to Shah Jalmti in a tuantier whnt her aunt X"ui” 
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1«ii) tu TU^ uietM find tbc uuut 

rc?iH.>ctivi'ly cjiyttvateil iheir ms’ul lavcri* l*y tbur chorma- 
MuiiiUiZ wiui ill nil 'Vfiy inft-rior to Xur Jahtm ill mental 
or jior&uiiul Ixinity. They however ililler in their 
|H>!ithniuottk> rttriie. Xur Juluiu is known otdy to tUobo 
iiiteri:Hn-a in.|iolitiiiil histor j f while the mime «£ Mmiitii!: 
is fniiiilltii- i\ ell in Chinn Hiid Tern, The world um 
hiirdly prudiiee siiiollier instance of ii daughter of Eve 
whose restiiig'phire i-** thu renOrt of iiilgi'inis of nil 
lititioiis «iul erwJs. 

Slmh Juliaii's pnssionnte nttachineiit to Minutaa iimdiJ 
ihciH iiisi -1111111 bk- eomtMiinons both at home and abroad, 
She remaimtHl ivitli tier onnsort liko his ahHthnv nil her 
life. She iioc -uiiirnheil him in his cam|«iS«ns. In the 
D.^«!an exiidlitioii, liie siigsiriniia liuly wiis of great help 
tiLiin. Her prudent coiiiirioU crmtribiited materially 
to wank the tuiccess of the eoiiiitaigti. He consul tetl her 
in all taditiiail nffairs, and the two totjethcr imrritHl on 
the a.lmlnktnition happily till KiUI- HttherUj they had 
eiijoi’ed the siip|iOi-t of Nut Jaleiti whose regard for her 
brother, A«if Klnin, was the motive for her solicitude 
for the w'clI'lTeinn of hcrniocc. As she had the gn^utest 
Influence at court, tilt wheels of Sliah diihan’a fortune 
rollcil on smoothly; but lieticeforth* owing to the marriage 
of Xiir -lahan’s own .bughter by Sher Algan Khan, her 
former hiishuuk to Jahangir’s youiigiT mm, Shuhryar, 
Ntir Jalmii Iteeaiue Shah Jahnn’s cnciiii}% Ihe queen, a 
IMiwerful factor in tin- State, fovsiikking Shah Jnlmni 
e^pousGili the cause td her soti*5ii-law. She did her 
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utmost to fftcilhttte the Ruocession of tlic latter to the 
throne, ntifl hnd recouwe to maciiinattons to iiUcnate 
Jiihimgir from Shah Jalian. 

She 3 Q 0 cee<leil in her designs. The fair :^hemer 
IKitaoned the iiuiid of the Infatiuitenl monarch to chastise 
his dear innocent a m. Shah Jalian did nil he could to 
regain the love of his angry father, but in vain. His ill- 
'vi'ishera tliwurteil him- Wider grew the gulf tetivecn 
father and son- A strong force %vas sent sigiu^ist him 
under prince Parivea and Mahalat Khan. Slndj Jalum, 
left ^urhanpiir and looked for safety in flight. He wns 
» refugee first at the Court of the Deccan King and at an¬ 
other time in Bengal. The King's displewure bated eight 
3 -car 5 which to the persecuted prince were years full of 
Jistresa, unxietS', and unrest. two eonsccutivc days 
found liim in the same place. He had apprehension of 
being capturctl any inomenL Ttie truth of “ Adversity 
trios friends,” was sadly exempli fieil in bin case. Thono 
wlio once declared they would eacrlfice their very lives 
lor him forsook him and fiecl. Tliis state of existence 
oontinueil till 1627, when Jahangir, who Imd been long 
suffering from Asthma, died. Slinh Jahan act out 
immeiUately for llie Capital, where successfully overcom¬ 
ing alL difiicultie.*i that by in bis way, he mounteii: the 
throne with the help of Asaf Khan. 

The coronation was celebrated witli pump and ( lage- 
jintry unprecedented in Indian chronicles. Men of letters 
and holy men, the nobles and the bigh state ofliciub 
attended the ceremony and customary rolies of honour 
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were di'^trihutel. Hiiviiig done with public and private 
levees, SbsiU dahan hurried to the BeragUo, where 
MiimtJiz had alniady niade brilliant jircpanition for tlie 
recei>tion of her Freshly iiniioiiited lord* Trstyfuls of 
golti uud were distributed to the expectunts of 

E^ounty on such ocscualona. hnagination only could 
picture the joy of Slinb Jahan and Mumtnz. Mahal on 
this oociision- The queen received a present of two lacs 
ill gold and six Iocs in silver, together with a Ja^ir 
yieliUng 10 kes a year. To this rich gift was adde.l au 
annual gnmt oF fifty lacs wortlt of Jewelry on the first 
ei>mjnetn 03 ^tJon of the coroimtiou anniversary Two 

years kterj this annuity was iiicnoised by two Itics more. 

During Shall dahan*s reign, ^lahal tc^oh iMirt 

in the administration of the kingdom^ 
SLipiii jdi&fiv oansultcKl in all cotnplicoted 

in .^linnOiit. _ * 

matters relating to government* one 

wtis the keeper of the royal seal, which was always an 
i>l>ject of tlie greatest care among Muhammadan rulers* 
History tells us that the aetd was entrust^ only to a 
person of unquestionable honesty and trutit ; for a docu¬ 
ment once stamperl with it, though it be Fraudulent, 
comtnundecl olicdience* All tlie before issue 

were sent to the Royal pa!ace. There the seal 
iillixed to them iF approv(;J^ or they were held in abey- 
since if they needed further <s>nsidenition This duty was 
aEterwards, at her own request, delegutcd to the queen s 
father, YaTiiin-ud'Dauk AsswE Klwin, who dii-charged it 
faithfully For many years. Mumtast was tJie mcrhiim of 
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fill roy«t ijifts; nnd of oonrse not liwjinff siehl oI tll« 
jireoept that ”Ch:iritj* should Ijcgin at home she toot 
{joful cfiro thnt the choicest were bestowwl upon her fathor, 
Afiiif Khnn was made a Nttuhasdri in wurse of time 
and wm presented witli ti *T^gir brlnsmi: in fifty Inca of 
rupees a year. The ^oo<l niiiti often expressed the wish 
to die in the life time of his royid benefactor. 

Mumtaz !Maliftl was tender hearted by nuture. The 
helpleiis loimd in here syiiiiiadiiz* 
Miitntm Miihii. listener la tlitir supplierlion 

Widows find orphiiiis, xlu* niiseiiible find the lioof^ 
freel5^ benefited by her bounty* Her purse fiirnbli^ 
ed the indigent with the rnetins of ticceiitly disiiofe* 
ing oE their dftugfaterB in inBrriiige. Her iimid-ofdu^iiori, 
-un-Nisa Khnniuiif who lies lay lier s^ide in the 
Her Mfijettty*s co-adjiitor in her deeds of lieoe" 
Tolenre. Her mercy ref«ciied iniiny from deal 1 1 ftwd 
reinstuted numbers o£ tlio&e wulferUig fnmi the roynl 
displeasure to tlieir lo^t nmk ftnd dignity* ^ 

Eiiropeon Hihtoriun& have chargetl bhtih 

Jahnn with bigotry tniced to tlie 
foilIIbli 11 head of nurroiir mindedness 
in Mmntast. Rut this h a mere creji- 
tion of their ImaginAtion. Past recordpro\^e the coji- 
tmry. Shall tlahan detilt with men of other religions 
fi£ kindly uh bis father and grand father had done before 
him^but followed the tcnct:^ of Ills own faith more 
closely, wlieresftH Jiihnngir find Akbar had gone beyond 
the bonntk of libemt orthoiloxy. Hindus held honour¬ 
able po^ts in hk lime* Mutiiiti^ wag cerUdnly n pious 





■".vorniiri, cftreFu^ ot diiilj’ prayers ( and it was, 
most probitdy, tbc inHiienw of lior devotional sraHt 
tliat made Sbali daVian so obwrvant oE prajer^ nml fast¬ 
ing. Heligious zeal and Ugotry are by no menus oni* 
and tliesnine tiling. 

Ill ItiSO when ^^hah Jhao was conducting his Mili¬ 
tary operationB against Khan -lahau 
ivith his beadquarters nt 
iilirlianpurinthe Deccan, Mnmtua Mahal giive birth to a 
ijiuighter. Owing to some internal disorder she U-gnn 
to get Fainting ftta. Finding her case bud become ho|MJ* 
less, she naked the princess .Jahan-Am to call the 
King to her from the ndjoining aimrtinent. The Litter 
entered tlie room of the dying queen, in the smnll 
hours, and seated himself by her beth Hi foot-fall, 
though slight, made her open her eyes. They were 
filled with tears. She lookeil deapnirlngly nt tier dear 
lord, and breathed her last wish tbnt her dear ones 
and her aged parente might be iwoperly after 

when ahe herself had departed from this world. She 
then oloaetl her eyes in death. Alas I 

" M'hat la life ? A bubble floating 
On a silent, rapid stream ; 

Few, too few, ito progress noting, 

Till it bursts, and ends the dream.’* 

The (M>ct Bebiidul Khan recordcil the ilatc uf lur 
de?ath in the hemUtich :—' 

i.W 

“ May Pnnidisc be the nlaHle of Mnnitu/ Mabd.” 
Till' ah'ive gives the date lOiO A, II (HJlSb A. D.) 


to 


Another chronognun is fi which gives tlie luiine 
dute in one nppropHiiite wont, meaning sormir. 

Shull Juhan tixik the bereiivement to liuirt. He 
had only been three years or so on tlie tlirone, when 
his hopes and e)[[>ectntiona recetvfHl ti deathblow hy tin* 
piematnre deatli of his belo^'od fpieen at the iige of 
thirty-nine. The country lamented her loss. The king 
put on a white liress, ns a sign of rnouming. Tlio 
iHdTibers of the ftoynl Family, the nobles, the eoiirtiers, 
anti chief ofheiaLi put on inourning as well. 

The remain:], in nct^ordiiDce with the eastern ctistoii, 


were deposited temporarily in the 



Zenidmd near the Taiiti in 



pwjperty valued at a karor of ruiwes, half went to her 
eldest daughter, Jahati-Ara Begum, and tlic rest was 
divided among her other children. 

On Tliitrsilsy, the 25th of the tnontli of Xifcad, the 
___ ^ on the other 


^ IfoCEiEiig'i 
nukLijnt, 


sicie of t!ie nVej"j and ofFeteJ tljc* 

umong Jlnhstiiadans^ at the 


temporary repository of hi« dear wife, who liad died so 
full of hopes in the prime of her life. Shah Jalum made 
it a rule, a!« long as ht stayed at Burbmpur, to visit the 
tomb each Friday* 

The bereavement affected Kim so much that for Aveeks 
JKhan'p gtieit he lived in perfect sed 11 sion, refusing 


to see even the Court Nobles, and to 


apjjeur at the JAar oka to conduct State buEiness. His 



II 


inirnl vvjyi sft upset tlmt he wns often liaird to saj- tbnt 
iintliin^ bfit his rf'gnnl for the fiBcml tru<st of nn nnpire 
iiiifl the positive eommnnd of tlie low to limit moorning 
to three Juys, bud kept him from ntidjcating his throne 
nml retiring froni-tlic world. 

For I wo ycrtrs, lie totHtlj* nhstiineil froni till plrasure 
fitid ainusemetit. Tlie customary asiK'lnidiigc of the 
Biirvivitig ri™ls of Mutntaa on the Id days, and on 
similar occaBiona of festivity, reniindcit hi in of hb loss. 
He was overwhelmed Mitli sorrow and wept bitterly. 
If he ever liaiipened to enter the room wlierir the pre 
sence of his brilliant consort used to shed lustre, his 
grief was pitiable to see' Mnlk AiKiul-Humhi of 
Lahore, who has related these incidents at length, tells 
VIS that before the mcliincholy occurrence Sbih dnlinn 
had only a few gray hair, ljut after it his whole liciid 
lurCTime ftllver-gmy in a very short time 

Kis hair whs gray but not with yours, 

Kor grew' they white in a single night, 

As mcn*8 would grow from sudden fears | 

Ah 1 cankerous grief his heart did blight. 

Another biographer, Mulla Miilmniad SiialeU^ siiyi?, 
“The month of Zilhid, die month in which Mmnhiy: 
died, each year witnessed a dismal scene. The king 
wore white clress. The nobles were seen in iiioiirning 
linbit." 

Shiih Jtiliim kept tiie i^'orii ivhidi he hnd plwlgetl to 
the Queen iit her dvaith-bcd. Jahan Am Bcgaiii mis 


most kin^lly treated- The boii^diohl wfi^ entnuiti^d to 
her chnrffc- Her inather^ft yenrlj" alloTiortce of &ix lacsf 
truriz^feri^i to her with the addition of four 
the whole being pjiid half in cnsli ami half in tUo yliapft 
of Jagir, Mirza Tslwi Beg^ who wa^s Muintaz^s chief 
Steward, served diihan Am as Dlmn or CliieE Secretary | 
fin<i Sati*iin-Nisa Khanam was ^ retiiincd in the cn|?aciiy 
ikf houi^-kecper. She iileo lx?came the cuwti>than of the ‘ 
Iving^;? seal* ^lamtflz was the mother of fourteen chihh 
ren — eight sons and six daughters— of whom seven 
survived her. They are specified l>elow ;~ 

(1) Hur-uD^Nisa Begum ^ lx)rn lfil3 at Agra, j 
Died 1616, when only an infant three years i 
imd a month old* 

12) dnhan^Ara Begnm, known aa die Regnm, bom 
^ at Agm in 1G14, when Shnh plahim w«is 
fighting witli the Bana of llewar^ Died 
in lUSl* 

(IS) ^iLihflmnmd Dara Shlkoh, who wtis bom at 
Ajmere in 1GL% when Shah Jahan was on 
his way back from the Me war oimpaigm | 
Died io 1659* ^ 

^uhainad Shah Shuja^ born 1616 at Ajniere* | 

Died in 16G0, ] 

, 

11,5) Baudsnn»AraBegimi;ljorn lfi|7 at Bnrhanpiir. 

^ Died in IGIL 






IS 


AnmilfjKcb j born IGlB^ Dknl in 170-* 

(n tTninied Baklifih ? tom 161R in tlie vicinity of ^ 
Sirln 11 d, filed lG-1 Burhilnpuf* 

(8) Stunt yibBiiiio !Rt?gnm ;born IGiOjilietl lG:ir when 

seven yctars okl. 

A j born 1G3?^ died n few diiyu sifter, not 

nanied* 

(lOJ il umd Bnklidi ; Viom 1G24 at Bohtas. Died in 1 fi« 1 . 
(11) Lutf-intah^ kirn 1G3G died 1G27 a year and 7 

lUOIltllS oM. 

(IS; Duulut AM ; l«)rn 162", died the syimc yrair. 

(ISI Sftbb-kiidsb ; bonj lC29Btitl died h\ thertAuie yeftr. 
(V 4 ) GimlMir-Am; bc^rti (itBurMnpur 1630, tlic lust 
i»f the issue, whose birtii caused the queen's dentil.' 

Six months after Muintia Mahal's doith, her remains 
were conveyed from Burlianpur to the Cupitid, Aklmralwd, 
under the charge of Prince Slmja, and of Siitivni-Nki 
Klainaiii, who had been, »“ already mentioned, the 
tluGon's csonfidante, and 'vas, on -her demise, tiindc 
the i»1aoc housc-k^lJer, The Bcgam and the King li 
physician, Wnrir khan, accomiTaniefl the esciirt. Througli- 

lait the journey alms in cash mid food were fr«*ly 
diatrilmtetl to tlie poor for the Ijcnciit of the deiairted 
soul in itccorilmicr with His Majcisty s wishes- * 

1^! Uulliili aWhJ Hnmld ''“t !■< ri"* M' 

•i amdtliii)) Sum* ut AWtil llanalil I'P- *0*'^ 




14 


On FGacbing ifcs desstiriiition, the oolfin iiitcrml in 
the uixiD jiieii td the Thj yair.Ln (the csdet site i^f which 
* w'ill be Jndtcuteil beraifterY, where it rtnnHiiie< j Tor six 
iDontiis. It WHS then removed to tfci last refiling place. 

The plot on wliich the fitatxla origitiiilly 

belonged to Rtijji Mau Singh,^ iiiut wh«, in Sludi dahunV 
time, in the possesfiirm of the Raja’s grandson, llajVi dtii 
Singh, 3 It was exchanged for a gixxJ piece of hnul in 
the royal domains..* 

It would, perluipfi, lie superfluous to npenk of the 
site of the T«j. locality of the maiisoleiini, sina^ the 
laagnificcnt edifice i:i x'ijTTli!-' from every 
high building in Agm. 


I, ttij* Mio Singh ITU A IUjF>iit <rhl|ili funilj, [(i* unceiioh. wm-,4tt*r-. 

fAitJifntoitrUBnaDd aiiJ wrtp niDehntecBiH Sjr the Brnfirsir. Han 

Slmrh 1TA» A Ocnml Ilf UteliD|ieri*l fwinB In nrvclmt engagiiniiihlcanLE di d uiKid 
«rTi«L The lUiaf Tuqt.dAiittlilct- flf lUj. Bfutrm XaL lOui .m,o ..f JliharV 
qaaene, Raja PliAuwnti Dat'dauptil^r upwinAiTiisl Oidahaui^t, Thf, 

liTOlaraHi«ofeppwlton<:u«-;™ikiii»niilt«Ib5 liEoiid wlatiimufiii,. 

4j5, 

2 . a-J» ,f»I Singh, «.n tif Rajn «,h», Staali, and LTniidain uf Phtfan SJtJeh. 
anil gnat granilKHi uT Raja Man Siogh, hEl«it^ to IJjo A,ir«N'afii» rkii ftr Imik 
-erTiOonad.rSh.hJ.fian. and m 1S6J ™ liirerfiiinif tt. 

pw«iM« In the UKitai. hjr An™n(.«.k tn HMM Jn< 

bat ho died na hli artital al RiirliaiipEii, on ilitb Moharratn, JII7» A. ff. (letiT 
A. D.X Ha WH a Sauhhl Saiiolv and wm amnainted Tlth tfin larlu-U, AralJo 
afld PrfUiAII ianguairer. Ho had two .oni, llaiu Singh aiul Kir.1 Singh, id whnm 
the rotmtt r»olT.d (ho ,itr« nf Baja, and atl lUo Uedn! elate no their father*, 
itrnlb. Manr ggod balldlns. w<te bnllt at Agra hy Jai biK U,,^ 

gimo; entj thdr Jiica][t 7 f. tao.rn Lj Ui. umi- uf J.i Sioghpiira. 

3. Rod-haJ] UaitKih of guile Abdul Uajiiid id taliucoi Vol. [., f. 403 . 
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A vf](h h^]ovi the Tlnilwny bridge over 

, the Janinfi along the eas^tern wall of 

EAr]j cAndiiti^iT], 

the Fort, joitift the piiccfl rmd cbn- 
stnicted fliiririg the famme of IHSR. The area ociriipic^ 
by the osul wn^ once lined hj the Hamptnoiiii liouf5Cff 
of thi' iiobli^s^ Tliey are now mere heap^ of fshapele^s 
ruin, lliilf ti niile off from tlie Fort, tliere wak on the 
right ijiJe of the Slniiid road, Itoomi Khan^fi dwelling 
dose to the Bi^khara gliitt. On the left side along 
ihe river Uink, houses und gardens were to l)e seen in 
nil unbiNaken line from the Fort to theTaj. Among them 
WHS the ill nek, 31 cryi^ud juLbee, ciilled Fahihjl's Deorhi. 
A IJttlc wny on, there stood Miihabit Khnn^s residence^ 
l^eyond wijJch lay the eliriDe of Sai^Tid dsilnl Uddin 
Bukhiin^ wiiieh exiMts stii! Near the Burning Glint 
H’cre the mansions of Knifi Todar Mah Kfijn ^fan Singh 
anil Raja Jm Singli, now efifaeeil for ever* Between the 
burning ghtit and the Taj are to be seen to the present 
dfly the afHtdons garden and sti^e dwelling of Khrm-i- 
Aljmi* the only remtuiut of that gakxy of brilliant 
habitations^ At a short distance south from the river 
side, die rosid hnuiclie^ off towordas the CiuUoiiinenta. 
Here on the right hand side ih sitiitited the Falehpiiri 
Tnoi5irpie^ st gnmd edifice of ri?d sand-stone. Over against 
it rises the Dome of the Maidft-ofdionour, Fitrilier oi* 
^-wstwjird from the Fort, some ten furlongs off, la the 
inaiisoleiini of Ilimitfiz«ul-Zpin4ini, the ‘‘Taj/' 

St veral riiUioiiH have been si&signt^l for ?Iie erection 
whjtHuiif r of tills smusoletiin. Some liistorians 

arc of opinion that it raised by 


If'luili Jalinn fit the cf>Bt of so much klioiir un<t money, 
Hrnply in cnmplifmec with the bat wishes of lib (idtxm, 
Others think tliot it whs tlic result itf his own imagimi* 
tion thnt Sbih -Fftfuin built n ahitoly monument, whose 
liftuity [in<] Jiipuhilitj'sIiouM withstund the action of wind 
!LQti wdither to the enil of time. Another ^iipj)oi«Uion iis- 
cribes the buihling of tlie exquisite memorijil to thu 
(lutimil taste for fli-cliltectiirc in that monare]]. There 
arc other buildings i^itnilarly distinguished for tbeir 
Siemity of drsigu and execution. Hut the su|a>Hi! ex- 
cellGiiee of tlic Tuj h, most prolwbly, due to tijc fact tlmt 
it was the first of the buildings erected by Sluih Jaliaii 
Ht the Kcnitli of bis power, and under the influence of 
Ills tender )nissiou for ^tiiiutm;, and at a iwrioi when 
tint imperii! 1 (xiffers were full of silver und gold, anti 
lnuce reigne-d everywhere in Jiis domituous. 

For the eoiifitruction of tins uiinvallcd specimen of 
Aftr^iK irf -nri™.* ^Ih^IuiI architecture, Sbih Jahan iu- 

co«'-t «I1 the eminent 
nrchiKfCts and masons,'and artiste in 
his own t<fi‘i'itoriosj as well n.s from foreign countries; 
such rus, Fersiii, Aniljlii and Turkey. Master liia 
Afandi,tho designer, and Ainanat Ivhnn Shinl/i, Tiighm* 
ivriter, were apixjhitol each im a mouth] y sitliu’y of one 
thousand rupees, tsmail Kltau, tije dome-maker, from 
Turkey drew lit.. 500 a moiitli: ami .Muhammad Kliaii. 
the Caligrajiher from Shiriij;, Its «f>0 a luoiitli. Ivethti 
Khan of Lahore was i-inp1oyerI on Us. SOO u moiitli 
kalas-maker. The .Siiperiiitf ndent of the niiiMUi? wa> 


Miihfimmnd Ilnnif of AkbamUui Molian Lnl, Manoliar 
Sinfih, and Mannoo Lal^ mosaicists from Lahore, receiv* 
ed each Rs* 500 per mensem^ In ifliort^ the services of 
the most j^kilFul me» of the age in Asia wem6<?curGcU 
^luhotnniacl Is^ Afandi made the pinna and cle^igns^ 
OfHwru. »iip<!irior urtists, 2 construct¬ 

ed plans, 5 were ealigniphera, one 
tuglira-writer, one super visor of niai^ns,one dome-bujlder, 
IS inky'erSj one kalos-maker, three (giiltiimahea) Qower- 
sculptors f four chief ninsons, and one, n Moor, master o£ 
nil arts. The sjilaries of these masters of their respective 
arts Hinged from 200 to 1,000 rupees. The wliole gang of 
labourers and workmen numbered about 20,000 men. Mnk- 
nimat Khan and Mir Abilul Karim were the Inspectors- 
General of the sevenil branches into which the oeteib- 
li.^hineut wna divided. The building was completed by 


tbiH extensive cstahliJiilimerit in 20 years. 

Some European writers have made disjmraging 
OiKqjDDf nuituitmcni remarks in connection w‘itli the building 

ploye^Suffcrcd badly* They were retluced to starvation, 
and subjected to biirsli treatment. This aspersion ain 
hardly stand in the Face of facts^ The workmen and 
miisonsf ic., were highly paid in tJiOisC old daySp Shall 
Jahan^s generoi^ity hm always been the tlivtoe oE his- 
torianfl. The royal treasury w as not empty. The officers 
who supervisiMl tlic work were large-lienrtcd- The cliieF 
workers mostly came from beyond Uie territorial juris* 
diction of the Emperor. They bad no motive to stay 
ond suffer* 


The prepiinitioii of the of the intcmlefi huiUlIng 
was entriifited to niafttere of the iirt 
from distant limds. Seveml deaigna 


DuiKnerof ihe plitn. 


were preptiref!, but none met witb fipproval till the in- 
geniou£« Afandi presented his. From this a model was at 
once constructed in wockIs ^ in 1630, the very year 
of Mumtai Mahol^s death, commenced the buildljig of 


the Matisolcunn 


There are curious traditions ns to the original 
designer of the pUin, but they mmt all 
thv pidji. itessed over as unreliiiljli;* Some 

Euro|>ean historuins, however, give the credit of the 
performance to an Italian, Geronimo Yeroneo, on the 
strengtli of n statement by Father Manrique of Spain 
who visited Agra in 16 But the authority is qiw 
tionahle for several reasons __ 

u ^ F'ALher SrfAiirlqDt in hl«l ^ this Taj, th<?0 unriLT CoMtncl- 

tvbUm Uitrcii^iiwlag HloTT.toU to him by r 0* CMtrt> of Lahinre^ 
wlw ™ the KteealftT nf the obBCciH; lt»liati wlv* thm clainfl Ut haTf! 
tlic Tmj. Ttifl ATctiitcei wM « VenfflEati, njkin^ Otnmltni? VriiMiMk who camr 
to iiidiji with the -hjfrt of the Porti^EK, ecu3 who died at tahflhns a littb bi- 
fDieiQy Of hEm a Import ynk^mfTsmt that ihe BedA^in)!, hATtng pmE 

foe him Bivd nmde Issown id him th<? destre he fdt to boFId tbw (of Agn^ m 
py!ajrt.iJ0Oi( and m gTwndEeK nwnuimsnl t# rfrfinicf the AmbiteCt 

Veffiflw ebeveib wid ^ n a fiM" dny* prixlurcied mflffo* modnii of tcry rine 
AtfliEln-lvre ihuirLii^ aH the (ikill of hit hTt ; a1j» tlmt. liATfnE fiAtiAtiod bJe 
HnkBwty 113^ tills he diApItiued bEin 4ln;»3i^lAg lo hie b«tb4in>i|A Anv^Ant 

prldp—by the nwd»ly d LIa eftlmalW; Utihvx I hat, tHiffrJ, he Mder- 

cd bliu to tpimd cl.irre idiifri Ukd to ki hira konw wlLm Ibey we^e ipent.-.i., 
Yeionca'i itfory oofitaSttf *0 pnany of the Wiycat improhabilftto 
thal H it imltaol^irtiHiy itial Augb^tncliAii wntrlfl hATOaO^ptedlt 

with so Little bfsLtsUptl. Sn IKe flm place It It peoeeHiy to oohaIiIct lltftt 
In the Ijpe of Adfeaatami who amt with the iJiilpA of ike rortDfiawtD 
fodhi in itw teTeotwnni ctmui^y ast^ ohlexed the MTvice of tho grcAi 




irjVaj—Miinrlqiie could not liavo received tlie inlonti- 
ntloD direct from Veroneo who bud died at 
Lahore on the 2nd of August 1640, before tlie 
iirrival of tlje Monki:>b traveller, (24th Deer, 
1640—Janj‘; 1641), while die building «ns 
still in progress, 

Seaondlt /—'Fiither Miinriqiie’a account is entirely un* ** 
corroborjttd by any other contemporary 
EuroiJvnn writes,— 

It la astonishing that Peter Mtimky, who was per¬ 
sonally known to Veroneo and saw him several times 
«t Agra, while the Taj was in course of constructiont 

said nothing of his taking any part in the building, 

* ■ ' 

to find Uh ixwuKCflLEiiat artlitliS RMliJii iiKli m* 

ihi dciignizr of ihu Tii — 

**Tl\s fhrlDan recwr^l- rclalloff to 'Tij an! iiiHWmLlj pT«{*e afid 
di^lailcd in tlia flTfi with, fcfiird to tUe arefaltHjEa and iwt- 

vf the nml ttn^ wlylc uf wo/fcmabsh Ip of 13^ 

Taj, liJi i'atfltr in a itmarLalJo to thulr uevamr-f aiHj Ibe fitimwaorf 
tot KuHUrfaninisn^toil tLe detlgnm *1 httiMLaitH” i ' i* "‘Thr Ta^ 
fetid it* Di^EivcTil'' bj Hr. K. fi J-JtrtR-11. of iJvfi Sclusd Q< 

Ari pablEiiiH In Jiitih imnilKr JW* 4^/r, 

htMcffnidit feUnAt l^kir ptrnii*-i ih a( Fjufliliufi the *f>ann*tifr 

feTjQtiiit 4>r ihKo ipirwfl It MLsptatftti*, Frad ha i»mi ^ MjJ Uvotit*’ 

Wilh tliD klnfS a* to Lfetr the diubnrsiEijf matliodtj iflcli an cmitrEiimli »din 

KfiLriLfit^rd to him^ bff cwltd HOC rvTwal rued *0 Hli fferae 

abooM bare tpreed thrMfEh Airta aod Earofii^ and BeralcT^ t»%«Fttber- 
fell*!] TtiCvenoL khMild liaTc in en t htro In ihdr hlsl tjrifliii liadaliah 
Nfeoiah tollt n* that thu huElt nndqr the :ptipi!rTliBit.i4!i of Mir 

Abdul Karlni iPtl Multimnat KbAlL Vemtiea Id nowhuiD ladUliimlHl lo 
K, It li also ikuittrcablii whj Slwil Julian who htd fe|Rifcc[ taale Tpr nKttH«?“ 
litre, Mill who Find handreda erf pmF Awferi^ ifrliiltctilsj iiiiHi hfira 

fenkc.l A Knfiit'«n tm rtliwe the pLan >xf a bndlding caiileru In 

Etbanuciiirp 
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Potor MnndAj receivdd « tibU from * Jeronimo Veroneo ‘ 
at the EnglJeh hoiieo Agra between January 3rd and Cth of 
1630/31.1 Ho mectioDs turn again ao a Yeaetian and a goM- 
amith io Shah Jahan^s pay, together with othera, in IC3S- 
33,1 

Veroneo aocompanied Peter Monday aome way on the 
road to Fatehpnr Sikri. 

Peter Monday writeB— 

•' The 25 of February 1632 fI633). Wee aett out from 
Agra in the moniingo, accompanied with Mr. John Bobineon, 
Signior Jeronimo (Vatoneo), an Italian, Sign!or Triaten and 
Sign!or lil&rtin, Datohmen, and having sett a whila by a 
Tanck a mile witbont the Cittie, the accnatowed place of 
partingo, wee tooko onr leaves of each other, they returninge 
to Agra, I on my journey. That evening wee camo to 
Fsttapore [Fatehpor Sikri], fl2 cotirsoj,”! 

Sir C. Temple, in the Itilroductioii of Peter 
Mundiiy^a Travels, rightly said :— 

‘'Belation XV deals prlncipully with Agra aod its 
neighbourhood. The city m Monday's time waa ‘Very 
populous by reason of the great MogallB keeping of his 
court heere,’ and contained ii consuleniblc number of 
Europeans. Among these was Jeronimo Veroneo, 'a 
Venetian and a Goldsmith,' for whom Manrique claime 
the honor of designing the great Mausoleum known us 
the Taj Mahal. 

“It is uoteworthy, liowever, that though this build¬ 
ing, (the Taj), was in course of construction while 

tnntlji of Maud*/, Voi ^ 

2a a. Itid, iv225. 




21 


Mundny ffns in i^sidcncc )it Agm und tlioitgb ^ cronoo 
wRs personally tnown to Into, yet Iw says notlim^^ of 
the Itftllan'B connection witlx the work. Had I'eroneo 
really been the oreliitect, it la unlikely that so accumte 
a chronicler na Munday would hax-e failed to mention 
tlie fact* He saw tlie work going on ‘with excessive 
labour and coat and prosecuted with extraordinary 
diligence,’ The solid gold rail around the tomb 
(afterwards replaced by a network of marble) was 
already complete by 1C3S, and Sliah Jalian had foiind- 
ed ti suburb to provide a revenue for the upkeep of the 
MauBoleum and had caused * lulls to be made lex ell, 
because they might not hinder the prospect of it’ (p.2lS)- 
These details are of special interest, as we Imvenoother 
account of the Taj by an English traveller at thbdate”^ 

Thirdly —Ko Asiatic writer has made the slightest 
iiUusion to an Italian having co-operated 
in the preparation of the plan or being the 
sole designer of it, 

Badshah-Nama (the History of Sbih 
Jatmn’s reign) contains the following 
remark t — 

“It may lie observed that hands of 
sculptors, lapidaries, inlayers and fresico- 
tnakera, came from diUcrent quarters of 
His Majesty’s dominions. The exixerts of 
• each art together with their assistants 


1. laitodugUoti oa lb® Trmtol* cl P«ter MnnO®;. p, IjVI, Vpl. tl. 
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busied thcraselvcB o£ tlie tuak.”^ Thc-w 
words evidently show thut the nrtlsts End 
arti^Ds were Asiatics. The omission of 
any reference to a Euroiienn mechanic be¬ 
ing among them is clear proof that he never 
took part in the construction of the eililioet 

Fifth !—Besides Bernier* and Tavernier, iiiiotlier 
French Historian, Thesenot, wlio visitd 
the Taj in 16C6 A. D,, declares, «Thh 
superb monunieDtiB suflicient to show that 
the Indians are not ignorant of architecture^ 
and though the style may appear curious to 
Europeans, it ie jti good taste, and tltongh 
it is different from Greek or other ancient 
art, one can only ray that it is very fine ” 


5iV/A/y.—The style, the plan and the form of the 
niausoleutn are entirely Sramecnic and 
k^stemi Its architecture and design ara 
not inconsistent with the style of the 
Sflmcens nor beyond the reach of Indian' 
emft, 

f 1> &adili4lk Kinuh iif Mtillfl Ahlul HmuU Lalisd, Vot, ||„ p, 

rsi BetiiIw it bu nf i*,, T«{ cij.TM.3r implie. Il.«| he [imk- 

«l mw (ll* Taj » > ptitijr Itdiat fn- ha rowr««* IMI 

tbtqgb he (heraght Ilkat tl.. o>tTMrdJr.tfjr fthrJs ^ .tOdenilr 

iidinh«l.hewQaTd htr, toilan.) rocpiMe hi. opWnn tf j. t„,L btfft 
.tuiTcd it hr hh. ™np«.ift.nT.Tm.ierj, fw he that hi. ia.tc might 

ht« hAn Arrajileii by hi. fw.g imWcdcc in ihe tsdieg, uid It wu aollc. 
fiEl[rftoh{.h.(ndiahArT.Tcn.J« WJ that Sc h.d «« Dt.<b(i* it Cswoe 
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A coin |in risen eE Hiimarun’s tomb at Delbi wUb 
si«nit.d. b«w«. Miimtaz's Rauw, would at once en- 
ihet^j niH] abl^ open-till Qfled critic to see 

IWpaldlHS, ^ 

tliLit the tatter is but an improvement 
on the former. The ingenious Afflndi^ gave the Dellii 
model n new form by the finishing touches of liisdnseL 
Jlorcoveri granting the existence of \ etoneo in the 
eervdee of Sliah Juhan it canj l>y no means, lead us to 
the ctmclusion tlisit the plun wtts pre|Mrec1 by him* He 
niaj' possibly have been a meinlier of the enormous cs- 
lablitthment employed in executing tlie ^vorfe* Little is 
known of Veroneo as an Engineer* On the other hnndi 
lie is gencruUy told as a goldsmith or u jeweller* 

Pfltar ildndsy cilia him a " Venetian sod a gpldflinith ^ 

W. Foster taontionfl him in 1637 as *%tk Italian Jeweller. ^ 

lo s MS. letter of Francis Corai S, J. reviewing events 
that bad occnrried between the end of 1827 and the 13th of 
Jnne 1628^ Joronimn Veronoo hsnbeen said as ** 171^0 lirmfieUaa 
md^t hoos ahii.^d(£df pay/ajjfff evriord# dc ofo 

tadda cewiped'raWa ** (who has fine hands and great akiU 
for making curiotia pieces ia gold &et with precious etonea).^ 

The above statements clearly show that Gemnimo 
Veronco avus a goldumith* None of liij* coiiteinpotiiifiRn 
raCntions htm itn Engineer, designer, plan-maker or nn 
iirchit(?ct* 

1 , t'a AfiuatSi wu a Tarko-liultiiiL PlwHIn 4igT» 

■irc RHlAtlj tn daKffivduilP. 

2, Frfer ^ettrSajr'i tniTel'i Vol, fi* ^ 

3 . The finijlWi Ki^twhs Jn tndbi C185T4IV, p. IS- 

4. iovmal ef Uie 1;. Pp niaKprlcal SecItrEj, V«4 1, Pwi il. June tSIh 
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It IS onreasonahle to suppose tlint the biknts of n 
goldsmkh were etjuftl to devising n plan which .mirr^assed 
that of otlier dIstmgiiiBliect buildings in this as well 
as in his own country, of which the raters were reinjirk' 
able for their love of architecture. 

With reapect to tlie plan the Tiij will boldly chiilleUge 
coinpari^n ivith the finest biilhiings m IfiUy- 

I fjnote l>elow the opinum of a well knowo historian 
on the subject •— 

It one of those inCorvaTa in history when the 
whole geniut^ of a people is concentmted on great archj* 
tectural works end art become^* an epitome of the age. 
For the Taj was not a creation of a single inaster-niind^ 
but the con summation of a great art epoch* Since the 
time of Akher the best urebitects, urtists and tirt workmen 
of India, Persia, Arabia and Central Asia had been attni<^ 
ed to the Mughal Court. All the rciiources of a 
empire were at tlidr disposal for Sb»h Juhan de^^-ired 
that this monument of his grief should be one of the ’ j 
'wonders of tl>e world,,,It is even believed that one 1 
Goronimo \eroneo, an Italian, who was then in Moghal 
service, submitted designs for Sliab Jahan’g inspection, 
a fact which has led many writers in to the error of 
suppojsing that the Tiij as completed was actually de* 
signed by him. The design eventually accepted was 
by C^f^d vrho is stated in one account to have been 
a Byzantine Turk and in another a native of Shitds j 
in Persia*” ^ ] 


L UABd-baik to Agin and the Taj Ac. hj 
O, A. FrincSpal, ^'bool ol AtI^ Calctatte, pp, "2- 


£r B. naf«a A. R* 

<4. 









35 


Another writer Mr* J. F* Fimtliome Kiys 
I quite uijree with you, there is no fonudation 
wdmtever for the tiUegatiou tlint ii \^cnetinn or Ji French* 
iiiLiii hull a Imml in the designing or the comtruction 
ol the Tfij. Tills Is a pure fiibrictitlon of the Eui'op* 

viin'ti bndij.*... J myself'coinlwited tiiis view when 

revising tlie Gtizettcer of Agrti some three years ago.” 
ThcKC Ixiing the facts, tlie supposition tliat ti ^^enetiiui 
tie vised the jihm of the edifice wliicb came to be reckon¬ 
ed iuitong the woiukrs of the worldji h ubsurd. 

There sire others who believe illot the luoj^iiic work 
of the Tiij was executed by n French 
we^rk yH the TrJ, ined| A US Icn * dc' Bordciiux, 

Tbis finrmi$e h as unfounded m tlie 
other about Fetonco, and should be rejected on blinilur 
grounds. 

It may be observed aa^vell that centuries Ix'fore the 
erection of tiie Tuj tlie niosnic art was invented tind 
brought to i>erfection m the Tsiainie world. The 
evidence furDisbed by the records of Islannc nrclntcct- 
ute sufficiently proves thtit France wm iinsiciiiisiintcd 
even with tlio minie of the nrt, sit a period when it 
nourished in Persifi^ Egypti Syria, Esigdad^ DnrmUMiUH, 
Sicily and Kpiiin and wiis Ixdiig very nicely executed hi 
the luces unJ tno&ciues in those idaces and countHcs. 
Tl^e 5[osique of Orntsr in Syria, tlie great Mosque at 
DumascuH, the red ixiluce (Alhaml)ni)^ the AhOuar in 
SiMiin and the great iiio^^^ue xit GorJovtij une conspicuous 
instances of the exis^tence of die art eo early among the 
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‘^Thc Mosque of Omar/ snye a French 
historian, 'exhibits nn admirnble nsscmblasc of brllHant • 
]i!iinting, curious ornamentation and tnositics. The in 
terior is lienutifiilly decoTiitod, The walk are covered , 
with enamelled tiles, mosaics of coloured stones, {'olden 
margins, the queen's metal fresco, and pieces of stones 
aet in with nioety. The D:imascua ilfosque bud its 
walls ox'orlaid with excellent white marble inside ; ami 
the outside including the dome nus ornamented with 
mostiics. The ceiling is made of gilt boards to which 
are hung six hundred gold lamps, the places of the i 
woraUippera are overlaid wdth precioua stonea set in 
oruantental figures-’ The tnoaaics form the chief feature ! 
of the Moorish Btriicturca in Simin—a fact nm])ly 
ported by history. The following extract from the ex- | 
ccllent work of the fnmoua Fi'cnch antiquarian, Dr. Le ’ 
I3an, (a tranalation'of which has been published by the \ 
learned Mruilvi Saiyad Ali, Sliams-ul Uhimo, of Diigram j 
under the title of Taniad-dnn i-Anib), win be found an { 
interesting addition to the foregone observations. , j 

“There were two kinds of decorations current in 1 
early times among the Arabs, maiaic and fresco. The 
former waa use*! for pavements w'cll as walk, and 
consisted in inlaying pieces of white marble and cna- 
mellwl bricks. The latter waa executed only on walls, 
especially on the span^ of arches. I saw them in 
Greece, Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, Their specimens 
found in the eastern churches of Atliens, in the Sofia at 
Constautinoplc, and In the mosque of Onmr at Jem Bale 
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show a uniformity pcrVftJing them tiH.” 

I, Dr. A. Fiihrer, Fli. D„ expresses his opinion 
tlisit building (die Tnj) is iin exquifciitc cximiplc oE 

thdt system oE inluying with prcciovis stones wliieh bti' 
dime the grent cliumeteristic oE the atyle o£ the Moghuls 
ttfter the deuth of Akbar.”^ 

• S. Dr. IV. \\\ H [inter suys that “the Tuj represents 
the most highly eliilxjni-tcd stage of ornamentation rcach- 
cf^ by the Indo-Muliammadaii buihlers— the sbige at 
which the architect ends and the jcwollcr Ijcgins 

3. “The judgmeut, imleed, with u-hicli this style of 
ornainetit is upjiortioUiHl to tlie various ijarts, is almost 
ns remarkable ns the ornament itself, and conveys u high 

^ idea of the Piste and skill of the Indian arcliitcct of that 
nge.”® 

4. Mr. Hnvell writes as follows 

“Austin* de BortlcRiix, a French goldsmith, who was 
employ6d in making the eelebintcrl t’eacock throne, may 
possibly have execute 1 some of this mePd work in the 
Tuj, hut there is no evidence worthy of consideration to 
support the coiuiiioii Anglo-iiitliun belief that he de.sign- 
ed or suijerintended the (/urn or iiibiul marble 


1+ lEoiia[notii»l Abi^aLti«-j bjmI Nv W. it 11^ 

± linp^rAl Hi bj W, ^'ll^ ^ 0.1. E-, 

L. L, D. DlTwIfir-lJencnCl of StAllnIjn* Ic tht Oo-T^mment of Iniliti, p 74. 

R[!jLi!)i 7 oI ArtiiLtiLcdiiic lij J. 3 r, 31 . El. A. 
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docomtioii of tLe building wbicb ie entirely of tlic Per* 
mnn School,”' 

It ig thus clwirlj,* proved that no Frendinnin liai] 

A g<n:cnti iinj' blind in the execution of the mosaic i 

work of the Tnj Mtihui, The whole ] 
undoubtedly the oonceptiorj of the Muhntnnindunn. It 
has been shown tliat natives of dialant plnces—Tersia, • 
Arabia, Ljjypt and Turkey, Damuseue and Bnglidad— 
.came to llindustan in the reigns of Akber imd Jaluingir, i 
iind entered the imperial service. They perfreteil ati 
Agra the iiKhitectund art of the old Saracens, that Iind 
already been developed in Syria, Jilgypt, Sjsniii, nml 
J ersJn ; but had waned with the decline of Islam. Kor 
was India void of men thoroughly acquainted with ^ 
mosaic and inlaid marble decoration. To attribute, then, i 
the execution of the mosaic work at the Taj to Austin i 
dc Borrleaiix is quite unfair and nnjuBt. 

Vr e litivea tangible proof in our favour near iit litmd ' 
in tlie bulldmga of Siknndni and Itmad-ud-dnula, mt 
well ns in the grand mosque of Futehpur Sikri, whicli' 
were built licfore the Taj and before the arrival of 
Austin in India, It 'ivould naturully be expected that 
Bernier, the French piiilosopher and traveller, and ‘ 
Taleriiier, tlie Irench elewel Merchant, Ixith of whom 
wore at Agni in the time of Shah dahan, would have 
fdt proud to speak of their country- man’s nrtiBtical , 
nccomplishments in their Journals, But no such meu* 
tion is anywhere to be fountl in the accounts of the 
Tnj given by them. 

1. 'Swifr-H»»eir»Efc[ulb«AtoAejiiftB(ilhETfljii, 75. 
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Tlie gmtid iiio&r|Qe of F«telu>ui‘ Sikri, Sikanilm anfl 
ltmad*ud dank wcjre biiiU iiptm the ijrmdples of geo- 
metrietd jireeisioiij while the tlibtinfifui&hitig feuture of 
the Tftj Mahal k its ornamcntiition. These building.'^ 
however, art not lacklns in niosuic work, anti this shows 
ns plainly that it tviis pmctketl in Agm Ijoforc the Tnj 
was built. 

I concltnie niy observations with n f|notation from 

Ti,*n[rinrmn(EiitDj)c»[i an articlc piiblishcil in the Jotipnal o£ 
»ann»<ti-rnii. George Binlwotxl, 

an i.tnf|uestioncd authority on the subject* It will, it 
is hoped, convince the reader that the art of mosaic is 
of Asian and Mongolian origin, tracciiUe to the times 
of the Asayrlans anti iiolotiion- 

Bird wood says, '‘Mosaic is of Eastern origin, and 
never really flonriahed in the wcfit, except iindcT tho 
fostering rule of the Samcens. After tlie overthrow of 
the Weaterii, "Roman and Persian empirca, hy winch the 
continuity of civilization in Interior Asia mid Europe 
tviMJ interrupted, its practice was really revived in the 
Levimt by the UyBiiPtiiie Greeks and being carried 
through Syria and Persia into Indiuj the newly quickened 
art there assumed the modified form of which the de* 
coration of the Taj affords the most rcmnrknhle Ulustra* 
tion. The luostdc work of the Tiij k therefore not an 
exotic art but of indigenous dcveloptnent and strongly’ 
nicy of the -soil from which it immediately sprung. It 
k not in the least Florentine in charaeter, hut strictly 
Indiiin of the ffle (a) |>criod, and the j>roduct not of 
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tfnj fcnowlcd^e and taste of any fordgn arlf»ts in the j 
employment of Sluih Jnhan, but of tlie whole history I 
of India ami the east, tmdor the successive dommntittna ' 
of the Assyrkm, Baby Ionia ns and Persians, the Gn-t-fctf ! 
mifl Rotnnns, and the Arabs, Turks and Ilfofieols."* j 

We nou’ conclude our preaiuble, and come to thedos' ] 
Aitt, iad fri to o( th# criiition of the edifice Itself. In front ' 
Ta) 9Jji}id. magritficcnt gate there Is a spa- 

cioiia jilatfonn, 21feet in length, and feet in ] 
width to the foot of the vtoII. A straight line drawn 
from the mtildle point of tlic first step to the dill of the 
gatOj measures fi4 feet. The plot encompasaed by the ' 
four walls is a rectangle lilfiO feet long north and soiitli, 
niid 1000 feet Igoiul east and west, with a total area of ! 
2,or,000 siinare jards or a little more than 43 actes. ' 
The gate rises to a height of 100 feet. The text of the 
whole chapter of (the datj-break) \n the 

Jvorari is insoribetl along the front and the sides in big ' 
letters of black atone set in murble with extreme eieganee. 
The surface is so smooth and tK-lished tlmt they look iis 
if the chisel lind not touched tlicm but that they iverc 
cast in & mouM. 


The merit for the execution of this artistic work tjo- 
longs chiefly to Amanat Khan, whose magical chisel 
hiifi wrought a tiltsman that pnzdes tlic IiehoUer. Their 
height from the ground produces no diinioution in the 


of Lho T*j « Act. ^ 

Art, Oolot., 1685, Ke. ft Bl. QJ. S, Sir Oowk, 

1. Cli ; p, ^ fiiitigintLSii q! tie K^iaa^ 
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«iKO or the lettorfl, Tlity do not look nny bigger nt tlie 
Ufttom tlimi they nre nt the top, 80 f«t Jiigh. The 
cnligniiihoi* was aureJy a jwrrcct mujiter of ptactidd optics. 

The entrance Sa lOi feet wide, "1 he gate it> made of 
nn alloy eoipiiosed of eight dtllcrctit metals, ninl is studded 
with hmss naila hatiunered in. The area inside is an 
irregular octugcm with a dingo mil 411 feet. The four 
smaller (deles have each a staircase leading up to the 
story nlwve. The four larger ones conUiiti on either 
hand a fenced recess w'ith a room abutting on it. The 
w hole entrance is a mnsonary dome, the inside of w hich 
IS red with an intricate not like painting in white—a 
sort of frdsco. Elsewhere in the Taj the same kind of 
ornamental w^ork is done in iiiosaic, and the materiulK used 
are imxrblc and precious stones. The ptccea are so skil¬ 
fully cemented that time lias failed to affect their 
colitsion* 

lipptriir? are the mazes which puzzle one to trace. A 
flight of l7 ft taps takes us to the second story.-l^ut here 
there is nothing deserving of siieciid notice. 

Going up 1 f steps higher, wa reach the third story 
containing four npartments. The esnitern and western 

ones have threedoor-ways, and the northern and soiitlicrn 

one each. The apartments ooinmuniaite with one an¬ 
other by a gallery running through. At the corners of 
this story there arc octagonal ruowB, each with four door¬ 
ways, and one cntranca; tu the stainaiee going up. 

Of the four staircases two go down to the first flborj 


the other tivo nre closed Jn the middle. 


W'nnt of iicqiMiin- 


tunce ii'ith this occntioti^ tlie pit7.z[ei nod the visitor teepi 
goiD^r up Bird down and from one room to another with- 
out finding a due to the starting phtx. It will be use¬ 
ful to know that the rooms at the south-western corner 
luivo a throiigli passage, while in the north-eastern rooni^ 
the stairs arc intemipteil niidwnr. A gtillery idfords 
cottimunicntron between the dilFciysnt rooms; each piismige 
hfts ft branch Icaiding to tlie etaircaso 


A (light of stairs coiiisisting of 3d steps brings us to - 
tlie very top. Here there lire four towers iit the corners, 
cftcli connuiiitig S door-wiiya. The towers are crowned 
witli ciiiKiliuj top|»eil with brass kalostv still dn^zUng tbe ' 
eye with their brightnew. Originally all of ihoni liiid ri ^ 
coating of gold. But the Jats despoiled them of it j 
during their sway. The centre of the roof is uceupiod 
hy a Bixteen-sidi-d terrace. The northern smd southern ’ 
pamjwts nre decked eiich wltli two houtpiets at tlie an- 
gttlur [Kiints, with eleven turrets set up in the interven* i 
ing space. Each turret has two nrehed windows of I 
large size. The boiKjiiets are made of red stone oriiw i 
inctit«l with moHiie of n wavy pattern in bliiek stone and ! 
iimrblc. Tl«f turret.s are Dipped ulth bright pinnacles. 
The top roof Ims thus four boiutnets, 22 turrets* and 4 
towers. Tt is spacious, airy, and pWsant, It com¬ 
mands n view of the whole town. Proceeding to the 
inner gate, we are agiiin struck with the marvelleons ' 
performance of Atmnat Khan Shirazi. The sides of. i 
the gate are eanctified by the test ** Wttd dultu " (Tlie 
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on thtf right, nnd “ (TlitFig)* 

on the left nml the ftfint with Atam-7iashrali*' (Hiive 
\v« not openedj* ending in ** Finished with the help of 
the Host High, 1057 Hijri,*’ oorrespomling with 11)4 T 
A. D. We ate now in the garden. On cither side of 
the inner gnte, along the wall, there ere series of hulls, 
piK'h having 23 arched door-ways. They each measure 
3G0 hy feet. Both tlic rows have throe storietl 
towers at tlie ends. Tworanals, IfiJ feet wide, nm tilong ^ 
in the middle of Uie ganlen straight to the foot of the 
terrace of the mausoleum. To the mind of a Muham¬ 
madan they bring lx?fore liim the iniiigc of tliose Bow¬ 
ing in Paradise. These springs are full to the brim 
with crystal water. Many a fountain plays in them. 
They have ainoc l»een immlred. Fifty years ago tliey 
were in an cjccjellent condition, the jets rising as high 
ns the tall cypresses standing by them. The canals 
have on either side stone fwtiMiths, from which shoot 
latemlly three walks nt short ititcmds, with lairterres 
inten.ciimg. 

The difitiince between the plntform 1)cfore the gate 
TTitf artKkbi rtwi- the temicc of the iirtifidal rtaer- 

volt urCoanlAln Itt tbe ^ 

i^jtriSiEn- voir 4123 Fc^t* 1 110 portion of tli 0 

liqneduct along this disbmcc Im# 2-5 lets dWti, the first 
being the largest- The reservoir with its wide margin 
and steps is made of marble. Its contnil positioji in the 


1, Cb#lit«r. 1>3, IV WS. i 
if, !»5.p,419, .. 

3. „ m. I*. *i'A • 
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frnrdcn is diantimg, Fisheu of diffcrctit colours liwijn 
merrily in the el«ir water fillecl to tlie eUees. Its silverj 
niareiti ta eneirdetl with handifoiiie chtilrs. The ftnmtsitl 
arid its temicGtl bank are square in form, one side of the 
former measuring 43^ feet, and of the latter 744 fwt i 
There ore four small jets d'eau at tlic corners, and one io ; 
the centre. The group affords a moat jjltwaint sight; 
ivlien at ploy. 

The reservoir has to its right nnd loft two gay edi» j 
fices, three atories higli abuttin;; upon tlie rtimpaiti 
The platform in front of the ctusterb hiulding is I 25 jx 
4<Si feet. The building itself is 73f feet long nnd 37j 
feet high. It is crowned with n red stone tower, marble 
t<jpi>efl. Tlie western ia nn exact copy Of the c*nsteni*i, 
At the foot of the staircase to the former in a recess of 
the cnrilen rejiose the ashes of n holy miin. 

Tlie <list:uice, from the platform of the inner gate to 
the ornamented basin iti- the wmtre of the garden, lias 
already been given, A straight line joining the basin 
to the red stone tenure of the mmisoleum would mcasuttr 
43iiJ feet. The section of tlie mnal in this part con- 
tiiinrt So small jets with h large one at the end. The 
entire distance, from the e.'itrettiity of the outer pfutfoim • 
of tile iwrtal to the terrace of the principal building, u 
438$ + 74$ 4* 413$ = !)2o$ feet, 

Judging from tlic fashion in vogue in Asia the Taj 
ronoeriJiii jut sent tbirden was without a riitTil, It had 
KitiiL-tcr ui«GaitiBiu plniitj of rate cxcelloncc, Belicioni 
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fntib! ami fragrant flowerii delisbtefl tbe f^nses. <>ii 
ettlmr l«ink of tbc nijiiftluct stood till cypresses like 
grenadiers wuteliing over the fnirj* prospect tiround. A 
fouutim pUsml before eoeli to drive nway the t«lium of 
monotony, Je.-^9annne, Champa, Uarmn,,. 

/Hir .hoi, Ketkl Mauhifi, iC^orn, Rose, Marigold, OandL 
GvJm^hdi, Ndzboo, GaUfnranp, GuU- 
chandai, GtdshaibM, Seoti, Gul-i-r/.na, SurajMh, 
Uin-flowerh laided tlie breeds 

with their aronnitic odours. The rosy light of the morn¬ 
ing, the eveniuc ^hade. the refreshing de«’, tlic flowers 
in bloom ,perfuming the mr, the cuckoo’s cheerfol not^, 
the fitful glimmer of the flreflie*, the merry dance o the 
fi4i in the nmrble basin, the meWhes of s'veet warblers 

in tl« «.nUina Et«., tlK.e «« f 

a scene, which nctilcd the fitapliic vxsn of w Huskin to 

deinct ill all its vividness and reidity. 

The gtirdcn prodiicwl a ^Tiriety of fruit cxcfJhng 
those of Kabul in sweetness; grape, iwmegmnate, plan- 
' taut, apple, tiear. lemon, oomgc. ciuinee, ^noapine, 
mango. blackl>erry, gnai'i.,,MiVnf, faho, multenr, hg, 
peach, walnut and others. But the tall spjviidmg triK.^ 
and the cypresses are now no more- ley nen^ cu 
down tonsc, it is ao stated, they oU^uct^l the view o 
the tomb from the Entrance. They have l»eim rejiliictd 
by smaller plants and ornamental idols. 

or the old tree^ very few tire left. The oldest is 
the one iimr tb^' Eastern waU, It la 
425 vciirs old. Ganlcuera «vU it 


An olii 


“the cotton tree,” {Sfnbhal). The part of elic hri«e 
trunk m the root above the grotiml ia feet in dreiiin* 
fereiice. It is.t'ivice ns old ajj the building within whidi 
it stiinds. 


^QVf proceeding furtlier on we Iiiitt at a spot, which 
The (enipwii77 rcp*jt»r 7 h^s but ciisuallj', becD mentioned k- 
fore- Thia spot wiia the second re* 


^ ]:cn:H.[|]9b. 


pository of llumtax's remains, nfter they were exhumed 
and brought over from l^urlmnpur* It is a small r*>ofica»: 
enclosure nenr tlio Western wall, below the large well 
of the mosTjue, An evergreen creejter ove*r*»ha(low8 it 
it tiicQsurcs liJ X IG X (>1 feet. 

Tile first termce of the mniisoleiim is made of fe<! 

extending to the mmptirt cast 
and west. The Jumna and tho gor- 
lien form its nortlxern and sou them Unmdartes. It is 
970 feet, 7 inches cast and west. The balustrade on the 
river'side is 3G4 feet, 10 inches) rlistant from that on the 
garden aide. It is 97i>,V x3fi4g feet. Tl)is terrace 
rises 4 feet from the gimleti ground level and is 23^ feet 
high from tiic margin of the river which Hows past the 
northern wall, In the ndstst of tlie re<l stone terrace is 
the marble one devoted 20 feet; on which stands Uic 
mausoleum itself. Southwards it has two sets of stairs 
in u line at a short distance from wicli other. Each 
fliglit consists of 2t steps entirely of marble. The marble 
terrace is a snunre whose ride is 'A’2S feet, 3 indies. I k' 
eastern side toiitnins a set of thtt?e rooms in the mi.Idlc, 
each of vvhidi is 60 x feet. One room cornmunioites 


<2) VIEW Of THE TflJ, tj {f) 
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wIlli the otlier. The muldle rooiia li|fl u wimlow end 
three screens of network chiselled in inftrble. Tlic 
northern nnd the western sides nlso have exnctly similar 
rooms. Each side of the marble terrace lias arches with 
the stHbing fenttm; that each of them has lufen built of 
five pieces only, all etjiial in slr^. 

This wlifice is surrounded hy acliequercd platform, If) 
feet, 5 inches s<i»are, ns a wmtinnation of the red stone 
one. J^nch figure consists of a loaenge of marble slabs 
with an octopcteloiis flower of rctl stone inwrted in tlie 
empty space. At tlie e.vtramities of the margin of this 
Anibesque that overlooks the diimnn, ure two staircases, 
otie townrils tlie mostiiie, and the other towards the 
cloister. At the foot of the former liegios n row of four¬ 
teen moms in which perpetual darkncss prevails. A 
strong light only can revtad these Iwauttful aivems. 
The rooms to the left haiul fide are here and there 
adorned with frescoes. An arcaidc runs along as a 
veranda to the right of wdik'h is a iiiosonry wall. The 
lust two rooms liave apertures peeping on to the pltcid 
strcfim which nioa at the foot of .the shrine. It was 
tliesG openings that brought to light tnc existence of 
thci-c long-bidden chamliers. The months o£ the stair¬ 
cases were shut up with stone slabs. It is hard to find 

out why these underground chainifcrs were built. Dark¬ 
ness unfits them for hmnan habitation. They are so 
close and gloomy that nothing short of tiie contrivances 
that are used to ventilate and illumine the coal mine* of 
thc - ; ^ times, could enable any one to live in them oven 


tempunirily. Prom tlic cxiistetice of P!iod, aiipiirciitly 
of the .Tutnna, lying thickly on the floor It niiglit Le 
ren^onably aiippo^icd that there ti gliut or kiitdliig 
[iltioe 0(1 the spotj which however waij disused suhac- 
Huently for some reason uiikiiowm The real object of 
bulldiiis tlicui remains a mystery. 

To the West of these chambers is situated the 
mosque with tJic cloisters, luiving paved yards or plat¬ 
forms 16 feet square in front of them. The platform 
of the mosque is of red stone,, .186 by 5l| In aize. It 
lias 3 arches. Tlie middle one 37^ feet, and those on 
either side, 18| feet wide. Tlie building measures Til f«t 
from the inner limits of the platform to the hack of the 
arched recess close to the pulpit. It is 186 feet In length* 
The (dimensions of the pulpit are Sj 5< 3} x 3i feet. On 
the arched recess is inscribed the text of “ H ash-Sftam»,'* 
{The Sun).* In the centre is an iiiliiid slab of polished 
marble, w'liich reflects the mausoleum. There are two 
fenced cloisters on the right of the mosque. The floor 
is pjived with brillliiTit stone Unit looks like shining red 
silken velvet It has room for a coiigregarion of 539 
eoiils* The seats arc marked out by pieces of black 
stone inserted in tlie shape of arches in the ta^vcnient* 
In the middle portion of tlie building on the back wall 
“Suro lihiaSf'* (die declaration of GotVs unitj'),® is 
In&cribed in Tu^hra in it circular forui, Oiitiiide these 
fire two drcles containing the words ** la A tip ” elglit 


, 1 . cimptw at. p. ita. (»»(«), 

2. ciMpta i i I, p, 1 ss, f 




Ttae Eastern fftCode of ttie tno5que< 









































times with the word A " between c^ch pair- On 
either &ide of the mailer urelies appears the first formula 
of the faith {La Ihha^ ^r.) in sevend ringfs. Imlik 
the mos^|iie on the first doer tou arils the north there 
are two circles with the same ronniihi in 7 n^hru clmvnc- 
ter. The first and the tliird arches eontsiin ei^ht 
apioce. Fjicli of tliem \m " F« Kaji ” followeil by 
Aitahy* tiiiifis. On the other sifJe of each arch 

siraihir inHcriptbii8 of KuH, occur in 

rings. There are four small rings with the ktilima ins* 
crila^i] like the rest- These Tuiflifti haloe; wore gohlcti 
hut their lustre is gone* 

To the left of the mosftvie. southwiinls noar the large 
well, tlicre is n staircase adjoining the last arch. A 
Hight of -SO stc|ia cirrics us to the top of the roof. The 
pinnacle of the foreluaMl of the mo?<iue is "i* feet mid o 
inches high fn>in the level of tlie plurforin. At the four 
corners rise octagonal .towers, the iipiwrinost gwltcry of 
which is 13 feet from the roof. There are three iwnuti- 
ful domes on a terrace clevattKl fj feet. The middle 
dome, the largest of course, lias Hi divisions nf 1 feet 
each. The circuit of the -lome is HUl feet. One side 
of the other two domes measures 13 q feet, and the 
measure round Is 1 lo feet. 

Adjacent to the Uck wall of tlie mosque tiiere arc on 
both sides lians with tlieir stairs ilbutt- 
ing upon the nor tliern and the southern 
walls of the mosque ami the ramjjart- Those on the 
north side tube up to the Susmi 7hirer, which Is as 
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remarkable aiH tlie maustolcuixi: itself. Tradition accounts 
for the name in the following nmnners *' A collection 
of Iwuaes going by the niniie of Bassai formerly fttoml 
in tlic ground novr occupied by the tower. Shah Jahan 
nsked the owners to let him have tlieui on jiayincnt of 
the price. They, however, offered them to him gnitts 
on coiuUtion that one of the scveml structurnit of the 
Taj, shoukl l)C called after their little ^ttlcinent. The 
king gladly acceptetl the offer. The reciuest wna com* 
plied with and the tower stands to this «hiy bearing the 
name of its sitE,” The height of the ton-er from its red* 
stone terrace is 42 feet. This tower has twoootnpanioiis, 
a halt and another tow'er to the south of die moscpie ; 
with a large deep w^ell, provided ^ritli a flight of staira 
which go down to the edge of the water. On the north 
of the mosque ti stairscase descends from the tower to the 
river. The Basiii tower, it may be noticed, has on 
either hand other structures eorresiiondmg. As the 
Kauzn has a mosque on its west, ho it lias a Pmyer-hnlJ 
of similar construction at the opiiositc end. Whatever is 
to be seen in the moscjuc has been repcjitcd in the hall, 
excepting that the hitter has no ifeata qf prater, no 
pulpit, no Tutfhra decorations, and no ornamental rings 
or inacriptionB. Otherwise it possesses nil the artistic 
Vieauties of the mosque, and even cxcells ita rival in the 
splendour of its floral ornamentation on the w'nile and 
the tindcrixirt of the roof which Is executed in wliite on 
red ground. 

The figure of the Aofos is exactly copied in black 
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fetont in^^rted in ilie surfnceoF th^ pluitForm of thecli>ister 
on \U nordiera side, A meft^iircinent of tliis repivspnta- 
tion would ^ive the te\d jsisie of whiit ^ stiuill when 
seen from below'* The wdiole Kata& is feet. The 
right b^ise of the crown 8i feet, the diuinnter of the 
globe t!ie nect feet, the globe over it 3^ feet^ The 
arc of tlie crown is &f feet iind the cliord .1 fwt- 

Oiir vjs^itor lins l>een to the red stone ternwie round 
the inerble structure, Xow before going up he must 
not pnss unnoticed tlie oecftsional siirfixce t)erforations 
whieli are rnesint to dntin off tl»e niiiu The plnca which 
he has now' enteretl is &£icre(L Shah Jtihan anil his 
consort rejmse here. Show your resjiect For the d«iil 
iiitKl trca<l gtnitly, Iei4t your footfall disturb the slkiin- 
berers* 

Here there ure tw*o sets of stnjrs inch 22 in number, 
flaoending to w'liere the atately nuiuisolenm stands in all 
its gidiry. The beholder is filltd wdth wonder and 
admmition at the sight of tins ideal sublimity anti# 
beauty never pictured by him in his dreams* It is, Ro 
to speak, n visible embcKhiiient of what may have l)ecfi 
related in myths or legends. The eye is delighted witli 
its soft beauty and the soul if? chamicd wdth itsesqubUc 
workmanshipj which seems as if w'rought by the hand 
of angles, 

Tire eye is loth to withdraw from it, so attnictive is 
the ^ight. From tO|i to bottom, wiiliin and without, 
and around, it is ‘uniformly superb, fascintiting to both 
the knowing and tlie ignonint* The fttyle, the form, 
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the nijitcriul!i, and the artistic refinements of the liuihliiie', 
hc£gftr description. A Tiirictj' of sciciices, Geonietryj 
Trigonometry, irechaiiics, Mensuration, I’liinting Sculp¬ 
ture, and many other? tire laitl iiTider coiitrihiitioii to 
complete this nrchitectuml model of art. 

Tlie dimensions of the tnarble termcc and the s[i[l* 
ciotis rooms wiUi wliich it i» fliinketl have liecn descriiteii 
jirevionaly witli minuteness, as they have alifoan intimate 
connection with the lower termce. We now jiroceed to 
review the Buperstriictiire. Lofty minarets stand at 
its four corners. The north>west one lias tlu* gtirdcn on 
one aide of it and the prayer-cloister on tlie other. Its 
base is eight-sided with a circuit of 64 feet. A fliglit 
of 51 steps airries us to the first story, wldcli is 39 feet 
from the marble platform. The ntimlwr of stepB be¬ 
tween the first and the second stagem is 49. The latter 
rises 35| feet. The third story is 38J feet high and the 
mimlier of steps between tJic second and third stage® 
*58. The i’aftts jfl S3^ feet up from the third landing. 
The whole minaret is, 162j feet from tlic surface of the 
gartlen to tite top of the Aw fas. No structure of the 
kind can coniinare with these in beauty nntl shape. In 
elegance of workmanaldp they match the best in the 
world. They arc covered on the outside with marble 
slabs united with « streak of black stone bctnwn, whieh 
seta off their beauty admirably. The respective height 
of the RaiijEi and the minarets are detinled lielow:*— 
Elevation of minarets. 

Fcirt* 

From the soifaceof the garden to the atone-piatform ... * 


I 

I 

ji 
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tVom the surfiica of tho garden levol to the marble terriLee 22^ 


to the bap of lUECQfati 

to the &poK of tha (pboacb). 10^| 
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Elevation of tha Rauza. 



Froni the garded level to the apes of the arch 


,, to the upper part of the roof *..114} 

a, to tho apriiigldg of the dome ...1394 

,, to tho fiiimnLit of tho Bprlngiog ,,^2134 
of the domo (btiao of motal pinnacle). 

„ to tho suminit of tho pinoftcle .*,243| 


The top of the Kalas on the tuititUo lioine U 343i ft* 
Ponii.»ri«^o w[«h E.iab ffoio the Iftvel of the ipirdenand 270 ft. 


HlliM Jit 


from tlie river level. Our rtaderr^ will 


be aAtoniiilied to liear that tlie altitude of this dome la 
grejtter than that of the Kutub-Minar iit Delhi- At 
tirdt sight the latter appesirs to he the loftiest toiiver in the 
world, al though the height of all its five ^jarts put together 
corncH up to 238 feet only; whereas tlie altitude of tlie 
middle dome of tlmiza from the ganleii level to tlie top 
of the kata^ b 243J feet. The pifinacle of the brow- of 
the arch wlueli give^ ingress into the edifice tubed over 
the septjlclire h feet high from the marble floor* 
The ma^jt/ura (sepiilchnil ehriiie) h an irregular octagod 
on II plinth mbed 24 feet. Of the 8 aidea, four are lar¬ 
ger than the others* The former mcnsureis 1^9 feet, 6 
inches^ nnd the latter 33 feet, iuebes. Laich of the large 
Buies has a large arch wdthn ^iimaller one in the ahape of 
0 recesB or niche inside opposite to it* The front and 
the Bides of the four large archer are ad->r[ied with the 


text of “ J'a Sm" (r, clefiant letters. The 

cent ml gntc* Boiitliwnrd frond iiff tlie enrdcii contain i* 
the verdes beginning from “ 1« SiW* to “ IVa futm 
miiktadun,’^ (For tlicae are rightly directed); the western 
floor looking towards the mosmue ia decorated with the 
hoFy words commencing the 23rd Book hvhnt nnaon 
hara 1) to the vtrje ending in “/Wo roAni-ira»i wrjino 
ita malaan ila hm*’ (they may enjoy life for a aeason)^ 
the north door facing tiie river is decked witli IFa 
f*<i ^f7o (when it is said unto them) | continued 

to **/a-annii yaAsirflan,” (and how should they see their 
error); while the eastern door onposite to the Prayer- 
cloister is embellished with “wfj lau nashtuf 
hivij (and if we pleased we could tninsfonn them into 
other shapes) ; on to eltihe (unto whom you 

shall return), the end of the cliapter of “ Pn 
Here ngninst the rule genemlty observcfl in such cases, 
a hliink simcc has Ijeen left, intemled probsibly for the 
date to l»e filled in. Tjie actual canse of the omission 
however is not knonnu Tiieae inscriptions again dis- 
plaj' the ekill of the extraordinary ctiligrupher, A manat 
Khan Shini«. They are uncommonly beautiful. They 
hiok ns if they had .lxjen worked with n machine. The 
Llock-stone in marble iots a charm seldom piwlaccd by 
the Gnecbm chisel. 

Tlw niches or mceases are similarly beautified 
with extracts from t lie holy Koran. The clmptcr 

I. 3*!^ p,ssa(SnleJ, Tbit cimjtttr Hsttbun'i gS Tcraea. Th* 

ll^;.haqim!tdiMtrt*ilt toityin* pcitiai* tht iUil] Ut 6itaci 

tLitf 9owX EirsLTtia- 







Intcrlar at the CenOtapli Chamhvr. 
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' /* w/i-S/iamw fCHCiurat;' (the folding up)/ U inscribed 
•ijiind the recess oE the cciiinil door i the one opposite the 
aio^liie on tlie western door lias “ J:a,-samaun fntaraC 
[the cleaving in sunder),* with date 1046 A. H. at tlie 

Ll, the north door U consecrated with - 

(Tlie rending in sunder), and the fourth 

southern door hears “lazma ia/A™-, 
(the evidence j,* in Enlh _ 

^^■e return to ti,e centred door, and now go in. The 
<Ur»l.ol.l i. -ISftxSS.'! T" 

TCfrkmsniiiif. ititcrfor U ipdcetl r<iniftTknule. 

The Unllding is an Irregular octagon. On the four 
smaller sides are four eight-sided rooms, each o| winch 
Im^ a diagonal of feet 8 inches. The floor is pav 
with octagonal pieces of m whle most elegant^- 
The four large ones have square rooms 
Mof these is 15 Ecet,n inches tainar - set 

of rooms communicate witli each other ® _ 

gallery or veranda. TUe^c passages are o equal leng h. 
^c,l6 feet and 3 inches. There has been a regidar 

order observed in the rooms and die 
entrance leads into a square room, then on eith 

run the octagonal rooms, aOd the 

passages lietween them in systematic ^ 

walk tlirongh all the room? brings the visitor 
interruption to the entrance room 1^ck _ngaim__^ 

1. Cluuati" Bl, !'■ 

2 . „ ■' 

B, „ W.p -Wl. - 

4. n OS. Pt I51f -•* 
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rooms rts well w tlie Pfl^^ange3 nre o£ pure raarUe, polistj- 
ed ami slnmiina. The mosnics iind embcMuies are seen 
here i(\ their Meal iK-rfectioji. ilarble and gems Jjuve 
been worked into pliiutdife ami ttf«i(iuets iviili tincom 
nion nicety. BlmIs some closetl, others dpening; flowers 
in full bloom or imrtly blowm and leaves bent with the 
breeae urnl oistiog a alnnloiv, are all wrouglit almost to 
Pftfllicy. They Ml ua with ndmiitUion of the masters of 
tlie art that Uvcil in by gone ckys. 

In the centre of tho#; structuress lie the receptacles 
-which hold tlie iwhes of iiliah dalien uttd Muiiitnr. Mahal, 
These are the iuo*t tKlmlniblc objects of aIL Here the 
artist seems to have eshiiusted all his ingennity and 
skill. It is the iiKiat jicrfeot iniece of all his work. The 
mosaics, the urMi)eHities, rlie frescoes, the painting^ thc 
inscriptitUT, the uiligi'JiiIiiy, have all been doiK: most 
exquiaitcly. 

Egypt uiul SiHtlo bousl of their ^^Ntraordinfli'y btiil- 
dings, Some of the Egyptian raosiiues, and those in 
Cordova ami the mlificsia Ka.'^r-tn-tiihm (Al-castar) and 
A'(W-«f-Awfflro {AlhanibriiJ ill that town, arc rcckonetl 
among architectural wonders. But the virtuoso of the 
art will nssigu tlic first pkice to Mumta/s miiusoleum 
among buildings set up by the iluhanitiiadans ; and 
historians both of Asia and Europe have included it 
atiioDg the wonders of the world. It ia considered' 
superior even to the Pyramids of Egyjit and other aueb 
singular erecrious. An iidiniter, who is also a poet, 
says ‘'The Firmament with bus myriads of eyes nevcF 
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desirrkil on the esirlU another niLms^ion m splendid, ao 
graceftil, nnd so elegant,"* Tlie adnnrable peculiarities 
of the burial hall am be seen lx;st on the srehes md the 
walls. Everjr thing there ia so freish and bright as i£ it 
was finished but yesterday* 

The buriid hall of which w^e bav’e been speaking is a 
regular octagon, one tside of which lne^lstlre^l 24 Ecet^ 2 
inchi^s* An arch on n plinth 11 x 7 feet spvns 
tlie Latter* The arches arc furnished with screens 
composed of pieces of glass for the admis^is^ion of light* 
The pieces wdiich are square In form are nios^t 
nicely joined* The four mJg doors have square screens, 
with 108 pieces in each. The north, east, and west 
arches have shuIters, each consisting of 174 pioccB of 
glass The southern one w hich has the entrance door 
lias S6fi pieces. The whole has a curious appearance* 
There are 2,220 pieces altogether, that make the room 
a The diagonal of this room is 58 feet^ 

and ;the inside hieght 80 feet* There lire two cirdes con¬ 
taining inscriptioiis about the room* The worknittusliip 
of these inscrlptioiiic has alreatly l>een describe<h We 
fiiiall here only give the inscriptiiuis theniHelve^, The 
upi>er circle has Taltataii^l {nzi bf j/adihU 
hmr(t n/fi hilti ^hmin Qadir^^* (Blcj^sed be He in whose 
luind is the Kingdom, For He is Almighty),* which end« 
in the lower circle on half the arch of the second door 
on the eflftt side* At the ter mi nation of “ Tabarnl-*d- 
begins **^lnnafaiahnit luta fi^tham niohinu^ erily 


l. •caLapU-or ti7p p, [Sale J 
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liii're gmntEd tliw !i victorj), riiimini, on 

to (lie mWdlc of tlie fourtli ureli ( whence commences | 

•'IM afa a'a! /ijfaue Mnunlam yf^kviti^hmm , 
ma;keor/i" (Ditl there not pose over mnn a long Sfiio! 
of tiuie, diiring which he was u thing not worthj of 
rcmenibmncen^ contiouing to the ceniml door. Tlieii ; 

the text tahatalaltako . latvnsar^^^: | 

( 8 n 7 thon, 0 My eervnnts who have trnnpgreswil V 
agninst yourselves, ilespnir not of the mercy of God , 
verily, God forglvea nil sins, verily, He - He is the for- ' 
Eh'lng, the compiisssioniitc, And he ye turned to jour 
Lord and nccept Islum before Him, ere there come to 
you the torment, then shall ye not be helpcdV 
inscribed till come the words, “written by the inslgni' 
fictmt being, Amnntit Khan Sliimsfi, in the year lO'hi 
Hijra und the 12 th of llis Majesty’s reign,” (corresFond* [ 
iiig With the year I (138 A. D,)» TlieEC ringH of holy ■ 
inscriptions udtl to the bctiuty of the mom ivhich ia j 
replete with ornaments* The couimoh idea that the 
text of the whole Koran haa been inscribed in the T«j 
is incorrect. A careful itcruliny'rcveiila that only four- I 
teen diiipterss of tlie Holy Writ ore strewn here and 
there throughout the ma 59 of structures. Of ihoiie ten 
ere short, containinl in the Book of yutatoalvtif * 

and four are longer, tliat is, “l'« Sm,” 

'Vflna fa(ahm;' ami “//of ata.” 


1, Cliijiitr <8. p, 37T [?»(*.] 

2, Cl»ia*rTJ,i].4;!3, (Slit). 

3, « 3a.p.5te, „ 

*. riili li its, aoUi kiHa Ihe iMt regk a nie Kaihh rantniiKSg ST ebipl** 
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^uhajjar <jr^th& niiiif-blB en^lllilitis tbe Tcimhi^ »yi Withal -lillit S-»ia.li .tniwan. 
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III the ixiiJdle of the bull there In an enclosure oE 
not"work done in miirbls livost 

It i; dglit-aided, end f) feet, ^ 
inches high.* It is allied an Arabic wonl 

cmiviiknt to the English iv,.,rd enclosure. Each side la 

12 feet,' 2 inches b length anil has 3 net-liho ticrecn;, 

Tlie screen tuaisures 4 Iz ^ Si The tvull on tht. 

northern side has only one screen ; the enclosure has 
iin open arch to the south for pimple to go in and out, 
Botli these arches lire 'Sj feet high and 3i Eeetwuhv The 
niarhlc of ttie arched doors Ls the best and moat vahiaUe. 
When the rays of light fall on It, it looks o-s if thinly 

coated with gold. A closer Inspection shows that par- 
tklesa of gold &(it ill] in it4 textuni^. The fronts 
tlie two iirehca are ornamented with a Hue crceiier o 
gfdd stone, (..Iiifl-f-dfn), foiiULd with extreme elegunce. 
It looks tts if pure gold were emlwsiietl on iiiarble, u he 
^old-stone is now us rare as the iniiigmary plnlosopher a 
stone. The part of the enclosure wall just iilwvc the 
' screens is siiiiilarly adorned with a creeper chiselled out 
on both sides. Each creeper lius eleven figures or u 
tlowcr-pot with a nosegay between each pnlr wrought in 
marble. At the corners are set up marble a foot 

hi'b. Floral ornamentation oF nn excellent character is 
HUover the endosure, Tlie gay and bright 
,ill of the same valnublc sloiitr-are perfect miitoUions of 
nature. They please the eye as if they were r^b 
Some are composed of as many different piecea o ral«- 
iihle stone of various bright colours as one hundred or 
a liimdred md fifty. The tiny pieces are ao nicely umUd 




50 


ttmt the Hgure protlucod is fis xx^rfect ns if cut out otii 
varicgiitctl block. The Burfnco is os smooth as velvet. 
There is here n reprcsciitiidon of a Iciif like that of the 
ntm tree, A whitish sCnlk divides the blade into two er|iiul 
parts. The ribs and veins, end the ends of the toothed 
edges, are ntl of the same hue. It consists of no lees than 
thirty pieces so exiiuisltely put together as to require tlie 
eye of a Jean Goujon or ii Gefaiaiu Pilon to appreciate its 
curious ivorkmiiuship. Shuh Jiihan, proud of the mumi< 
moot erected to perpetuate the memory of liis belovcHl 
consort,composed a Persian couplet in praise of tliehiiihh 
htg. Though Biinide, it well expresses liis feelings ;—- 

“Time has wrought tliis dome passing fine 
To show the urt and skill divine." 

The Badstiah h'ama tells us Giat a gold niiling isetin 

GotdTniUsK. costly gems was prcixircd in the j ear 

1042 A. H, (1633 A,D.). It served ns 
u protection o£ the tomb. It wiis made under the .super¬ 
vision of Be-hadnl Khnn, Master of tlie King's kitchen. 
Forty tolas of pure gold was used. It cost fi lacs of 
mpecs. The floor of the sepulchral hall wus covered 
with Persian and Turkish cariicts of the best and cost¬ 
liest kind. It was illuniinutcd with beautiful lanterns, 
ctiandeliers, and candelabra,^ This attractive railing 
was removed in 1G42 A. D, It wns replaced by a tnarble 
enclosure which is seen to tide day, Aocoi^lmg to 
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the BiiclBhiih-Nimift, the enebaur® n-as complcteil m ten 
yeai-fi at a cost of 50,000 rtipees. It had a door oE 
Jasper ^vhlch cost ten thousand ruiiees.^ 

The interior of the enclosure tueaaure 28 feet, 7 
inches North ond South, and 28 feet, 10 meUes 
and West. In the heart of it lies the grave-mound 
„1M. i= ft. Th. „l«.bnn »n -vUW. 

the ebove .«»d. U UU « “5 “ O "• ='‘’’ 

Bmee uioeml ie inecrilKd tvitl, the following te-it (mm 

the Holy Booh of God . 

.JUJUJI JtJ , 

M u,, . I 

In the name of the Most Merelful God. “0 living, 

0 eternal, I beseech Thy mercy. 

Great God, d» for those who say* Gor Lord is God, 
wL^ n^htly ;thn .u,gd. .W1 

them ; and shall mjt. Fear not, neitlier be yc enevt i 

b„t «ioico in tl« l.»i«- "f 

nromiseci;’’ "0 Lord, Thou ericotnpassefit all Omig^ 
,y Thy mercy and knowledge , wherefore forgive those 

wL „U. ««a W>- Thy ..itlh «n.l Mivor tW f«m 

tlM [Wins of h ull 1 0 Lnri, lew! th.m .la. 

1, V'o^t H. I^p. 

a, Outpler i\ I Are dl»tinclljf ffplftint*! P- 33? IS^l'l 

2^831 






of fternal nljode, ivtiicli TJion hflst promised nnto tlietn 
nnd unto GTcry one who ^hnll do of their fnthor.! 
iiml their wives, nnd their ohildren; for Tiion nrt tin- 
wiights', the wise GodJ’^ 

On one side of the mo,md f«cme the eilst ,ire inscrih- 
eel tlie versus 

vT J “ ^ Ui^xj ULjfi ^ , J, . t . 

J?nid the Almightj-, “Verily the righteous si ml I dwell 

«tnong delrghts. Smfed on ootiches they shnll behold 

Thon sbnit see in their f«oe. the 

2J T ^ ‘Trink of pore 

^nesenled, the seni whereof sAnf/ be must; nfid tP 

this let those itspirie, who flspJm to hnppiness ; nnd the 

r^t(r therewith sAatl h of Tamim^ „ fonntam 
whereof those shnIJ dnnfc.”* lonntain 

On ll„ ri* to,™.!, tl« «„* „„ 

••TIT 

»A , , “"to the cUvinc nraono,.” 

As for those who say Allah is our God, 

The western aide is covered with, 

(,Af, V,-, >, VW I! Uix^y ^ Jpul^lU, w 

—, ^ u. «u. «. IU-™ ,, t. 


f. T„, p, 350 ^ 

Ct-I^oraa, CT1«^ 






nttfl wlio bclmve npriHlitlyi the angels sliall ilesecti^^ unto 
them^ and shall Fear not, ncUlier be ye grieved ; 
hut rejoice in the hopes of paradise, which ye have hcen 
promised.*’ 

•‘Neither make n*, 0 I*ord, to li«ir what we have 
not strength to hear, hut Iw tavourable unto us, and 
P|uire U 5 , ntid be mefciful unto w*. Thou art oyr jjatroTiT 
belp us therefore nfirsunet 

(Ifortli feulei ft^O 

the unbelieving nations.’*® 

Tlxs elevation hy the hcarlsidc of the upper sinb con- 
tiiins the worJs. 

^y}\^yS\^ L,^kijyU,*3! m 

“ He is God, besides whom there is no God ; who 
kiioweth that which Is future, and tliat which is present. 
He is the Most Merciful."* Opiwsite to tlic above 
the opitRpli in Amble diameter, 

|*r# ^ 

•* Here lies Arjumand Buno Begum, called Mmntaa 
Miduil, who died in lO^O A, H, ‘ (1G30 A. D). 

A covering of iiearl■strings worth several frfw of 
rui>ees was prepared For tlie tomb, ft was sprcivd o^ er 
it each Friday or the anniversary of her death- Fnfor- 
tunately Husen AU Khan, Aioirnil-L'iiiinni, who bad 
taken temporary possession of the Agra tort in llSl A.H. 


t. Ch. 41, (Are (HiiUnctJ7 cst^lilned), (u ^57 
2 , Ch. 2^ pn 31 [Salt]* 

^ Ch. fi®, fTtie Kpulgnttfetij, p, 40& 
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(1718 A. D.), seized iipcni it witli tirtldei 

wortVi 8 karors belotigltij; to muiiita^i Malm I and N«r 
dahim.' Shah Jahan also lies in tile same vault Tbe 
two tombs are lociited rather irregular] y, wliich ivaa 
iiplKii’cntlsr due to an unrorascen necessity, 

i^baU Jitlian had contemplate* 1 to biiikl For himselE 
sii«ii Jairnii'* itifen. anotbcr mausoleum lite tlic Taj, in 
the ^liihtab Garden on tlie other aide 
of the river, ami to liiive the two 
eilificea connected by means of a marble bridge. Steps 
bad already l>een taken to carry out this design ] Cor 
there are marks still existing in the garden on the other 
side of the Jutnna, But tlie plan was not dej^tined to 
sueoecHi, Intrigues and struggles commencGd among 
the sons of Shah Jaliati. Finally Anrangzeb got the 
Iving in his poiver. He shut him up jn tlic fort, where 
the royal captive rettmined till l6b(i A. D., when he 
dietl ranying his clicrishmi liojies with him to the grave. 

MnLLa ^inlianmiail Kussini, nathor nf thp JVfjuifi 

hfis p4irti<3[il»ri r^latUiM to the de^ith ul Shnli Jaliiiiit 93^- 
tiucti cf vvliich are noceU below 

" In cOttueijtjfM'tee of protracto«3 ll In ess. tbe Emperor be- 
siiiJi weuk. Hi^ b^lif itren^ftli 

^ilecli nnd on thid ui;roqqht he wai Rttsek^ 
(kI with TttFiona ootanh^iottf^ so ihHt the treatment of one proved 
direotiy Injorioits lo the others The beet ph^giciiitifl 
his become very coitiplfcated. Hie bands and feet 

trembled throujih e:Ktreiiio weakticsaip and M&fikinee were of 
no avaih 


1, ^ HU EikliLb-ui^Labab, bjf Efaufi £bu3^|i«^ £157. rd: XI. 



At lenfrtlJ, lit an parly hour rf tbe nifiht ot Monday, 
the iiCiti of Rajttl*, A, D.l, hla case 

^^**'** liuvinii liecome quite Uopaless, the eifftts 

ef death lietsame visible, Bia M«erty kept his conraae at th« 
lime of trial, and straffnled t'rtifely with the last eneffiy. e 
turned his mind to God. end In an aodihlevuico,offered thanks 
Id the Alwifihty Cor the thousand Rifts He had conlorrot on 
hiin. With all sincerity and bumiUty ha then pruye 
fwaivencsfl for the sins he hod wnimitted in the world; then m 
foil posaeaeion of his consciouBness. he repeated . 

of faith. While he was repestifiK this, his affectioaB « 

the Malika Jahan BeRom CJahan AraJ, an 
other female memboraof the family. 
to weep. His Majesty admonished them to ba 
God’s will and to resign themsolvea to Ria u, 

a few conBoling words to them, and, immedis e y 

ili^pfirted ^^Q^u th'fi' 

"By command of Maliks Jahan BeRn™. 

Khan, the Commander of the ferh and 
Tbe ru™l .«ra..oi«. pr«ented themselrM iu the 

GhKfUthanit. The windows of the Rsles of the fort 

MnbanmiMl Kinanjl aaJ Kasii K"rb,n. * 

Akbnrabarl, to perform the fnneml ceremonies. They came 

fwnlch. befere sunrise. AlthcURh ^i-- 
hwl attained the age of discretion, bad neaor m.ssedas PR e 
prescribed lire rimes daily prayer, or a s.nR^^e 
f«,t of the month of atonement for 

in a larne sum of money, which was .et apart for the pnrp^ 
The two reliaiona men above named were, by order of . tidily 
Iliad to the snmman Bnrj, where the 
breathed his lasU From this place his bwly 

1..11 (»,.).!.»b,. »b».«™. 
form presoribeil by the Muhammadan lav^. Ibe body 


tkea r>0eii lU u cofErii li&lj pMdLi^es were rea^f oviar ft^ 

Finally, the botly wlvh pUml Iwsi crbi^t or rocaptaela of tmridut- 
woodr anJ tto ooSinti* folJotr^S by a proccBslon of rooumfirSp. 
was cofivayed oiit of fort tbroiiiL^U lha low {f/^rwuia 
of the mkl to weft iTjed to remam clPBeJ^bot 

oppfioil for the occoabn^ The pfoc^ioii; tliart passSnif 
tliroitKh Sber Htiji gato opposhe tbe^ low tho coffin wj« 

broogbt out of tbo fort Onelofure^ 

Haabdar Kbap^ Viceroy of Agni, accomppinkd by offioors 
Tbcbiariid^ roacbed tbobAnk of the river nt 

day'break, atjd the coffin having been coa^ 
Toyed acToae^ tbo tlver^ w[u enierred w!tb dae formctlitiea,^ by 
ijie eld’ll of the tomb of MuitiU^ ^avnd, m tbo o^iisolDom b^lit 
in her boiHjr by the deceanod Etuf>erorr who waa now tollowlng 
bor to the grave. The prayer^ over tbo c?offiti before iii» intor- 
mont were rood by hie holiness Syad Mnhumaiiiib Kusd Eurbaa 
md other learned and ploma men"^ 

3hoh Jahon & ago at the tiiqe of elcoc^ich ttus 3tJ year? 
siiaJi JaJmn'i idonthet he naigned for ,tl yi^urs ^ 

montlis and one day, he enntinuod to live 
In reiTJT atute in the Agra Forit fs^r 7 yeara. III [nontli? aa.l 2^ 
dnys^ Tha? be bad live^J Tfi year?, 3 month? and STdays.^ 

On hearing the Ejajjeror’a death. Prince UbbammjviJ 
Airltal of. Prima- Mdazzam, the eldest iiion of Aontneaeb, 

A|^. waa at a distance of i^ven Kos from 

Agra, arrived in the city the neit day. On the following day, 
he w'eot to the fort and oiYorcd condolence to the Begnni Sahib 
and the ocher female memhora of the royal family. The whole 
KuTm w?iifp Dll tliat dny rtsad by the ploiia and leamoii men and 


1. AlAcn^rtminab by MdiaEm4 omJ LeiiCil Agra, 

UJiflarka;!: unit diacri|>llv49, [ip, 

2. ULFt,li.|il>tAiirvLlch, bjr T, W. S,;,!*, p,^, 407, CJ. Alfttoairuaimiii, 
|<|p> f3l- a35. 
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holy passacee rociteJ nnder the ortlarfl of tbe Ptinoe- A 
meeliii}{ to cokbmte tho birlti-da? of the Prophet ’floa hM flnd 
krffo Buinfl of wofu distributed inaoiiR the poor aod 

needy ns nlnif,^ 

Aaraogzob was, at this time, at Delhi Hearing of bis 
AarAHiiseb pnjecpdi f^tber's deaths be reached Agra on the 
<uy. The n«t d.r. h. went t. the 
tombsof hifl pnrentB. read the /ntiftii. (prayer* fot the bunelit 
of tKnr souls), naa difltribuled twelvethoflflanil rupees na alma 
ainouK the servants and aitendantsof the mansoleuio. He then 
offered the afternoon prayers iu the mosqae attatbed to the 
rasuBoloam-^ 

As long as His Mejerty atayed at Agw, he went dnily to 
his purentV tombs and offered thepfayers. He held Ihemesllnss 
of Miiutiid In the memory of the birth*day of the Prophet ami 
distributed thousands of rupees to the rellRious people,* 

It is said tliHt on his dcatli-bed Sliitli Jahan Imiilor- 
cti Aiiningzeb to carry out the scheme he liad had in 
heart. But the latter tv&^ too fttrict ft Mubainmndan 
ami too economical a ruler to spend the public tnouey 
on such n piirjjose, Moreover he was constantly en- 
gntjed in hostilities, which depleted his treasury of its 
silver imd goUb Coosefiuently he sought the aid of the 
llamas to have him absolved troin the oath and pledge. 
The verdict given was, oE oourse, in hU favour, Siiah 
Jahan was accordingly laid by the side of his dear queen 
in the sepulchral dome. “ My futher,’* isaid Aurangiseh, 
“loved my mother dearly, it is therefore, quite befitting 
that their ashes should repose in the same place. 


1. AbunBlra^wit, V- ft's. i:AOr* Asir», i«ja! 35. 

2 , Ibid, p. 036 . , 

If, AlAlnjfiTiua^ii P- Latifft A|TPi ■ili 
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"Fiite,” sn5’3 Taylor, “brought about the wishes of 
alfeetion in ajiite of cruel opposidon.'* I'lic pint of 
I Sliah Jnlian’s tomb above the ground is x 5f^feet. 

It is quite close to the wall of the enclosure. The iilinth 
of the superatmeture of the grave is HI ^ 7^ 5< 0 J feet. 
On the totnb etone is the £gurc of an inkstand If feet 
loug. The plintlts of the two tombs are S indies iitMirt, 
7 The epitaph runs as fbllow's 

utlj* ^ 

lST^* J*vt 


“The sacred sepulchre of Kis Host Exalte<l Majesty, 
ilWeller of iMiradise, the second lord of constellation, the 
King Shah Jtihan, may lus [tiausoleuiu ever tlourish, 
I07<i A. H” (16C6A. D.). 

Hotb the toiab-stoiiCR are profusely ornaTuented with 
mosaic atid Honil clcooradoit, particularly that of Sliiili 
Jahiin'a, the figures on w hich—the flowers and the 
tiosegnyfi'—are so btwitifully ’ivroiiglit that art am Imnl- 
ly bediatingiiiaheil From natiire. tJnfortiiiiately they have 
siiffcpcd sorely at the bands of the vandals who siioileil 
dicin of (I nutnl>cr of precious stones. 

H e now rettirn to tlic verandah. TIic middle portion 
TbcTiMiii. contains a stairaise descending 

into un imder-gronnd cliambcr. The 
imssage dow n to the entrance of the chamber is 84 feet, 
9 inches long. Tiie entniocc is 7| x l ft., and had once 
a silver door, which was biten away by the Jats. The 
chamber itself measures 36^ x 5S| feet. In the centre 
was interred tlic corpse of MunitaK, The mouml is 
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ft* Tbe middle portion covered by the 
totiih-stone Is ns large as that of Shah Jalmn’s tomb. 
Tlie ioseription ooTitains the folloAving text of the 

Ivoran ;— 




w *uuy 

\^U J- «r*J' 

it jU «r-* ^***=JI r* ^ 

In the name of the Most Merciful God. 

The Bies 0 c<i and Great God said : 

0 my scniants who iwTC transgressed against 

TOir'owi. K>ilu, Jssixiir »ot of t1» morcr of Godl 
«*i„g thill God tocsivelli .il eiMl tor He is gmdoiis 

und uterciful* ^ 

. uEvery aonl shall taste of death, and ye shaU have 
yoiir rewards on the day of resurrection i and he who 
Lll l« tef n-mo^-ed Erotn Kell fire, and shall be admittCfl 
inie paradise, shall V happy : but the present life is 
only a deceitful provision."® 

“Say, 0 Lord, pardon, and show mercy ; For Thou 
art the blst of those who show mercy.”’ _ 

" I, P 

^ ^ ^ [Tlic Tme BdicTO^), i!€2i (Sail*}! 
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On the sideii lire mecribcd the ft9 names of the au|^ 
reme Being, On the top arc the Jioly 'H'orda., 


r^jJI 


‘‘He is Gotl, besides M’hom there is no God ; ^\''liOi 
knoweth that which is future, and that which is present: 
He is tlie Most Merciful.” 

The bottom bos, 


n 


(Jas- jU*/* n vJ»Ui* 

“The illumined tomh*.of Arjnrruind Bnno Begntn 
called ^fulI]ta^ Mahiil who died in the j'enr 1040 H. Era,” 
(1630 A. D,), The distance between the two graves is 
six inches. Shah Jnhim's tomb is w'cst close to the imlL 
The upper jiart containing the tomb-stone ts of equal 
dimensions in But the mound of the King's 

tomb U 10j X 5| 3< feet. The inscription (in l>cniiti* 
ful letters of bliickstone) consists of t— 


^ ^ c)'^U ^4 .aT 

V-A J* , nip i^\i» 

jJop jii;} iitoc*3.f 


“ The illuminated sepulchre and sacred resting place 
of His Most Exalted Jlaj’esty, digoifietl ns lia^tcan^ 
having his abode in pamdise and his dwelling in tlie 
starr3’ heaven, dweller in the regions of bliss, tlic second 
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lore] of conftteUfttion, Slmb 

may bisi latiuaoleiim ever flounsb, s.tii may ^ 

be in tlie benveas* He tm^-elled from this 
workl to the world of eternUy on the night of .StU 
the month of R«j»b lOi ^ 

The tombs were adorned witli precious gems. Shah 
Jahan’s tomb-stone wfts brightened with a large diamonv 
of great value. But these are no uiore. Cruel ^ndals 
could not resist the temptution and took them awny. 

The subterranean cliamber is all made of marble. 
In Summer when it U intensely hot withou^ it^ 

remarkably cool within. During Shah Jahan s l^b 

the chamber was opened once a ymr on the ^sion 
when the solemn rites commemomtmg tlie dca i 
Mumta. were performed. Men of oth^ iiersuasions, that 
is, tion-Mohnmmadans had no udmission. 

Bcmkr «.y., “It U 0P«.ea wUI. nu«h cerW 

1 r.nf>p nnlv ■ and ns no Christian is 
once in a year, and once only , „mf..ned 

„dmitted witluu, lest its sanctity should be pro ime , 

1 have not seen the interior, but 1 understand d 
nothing can be conceived more rich and magnihcent. 

Again on both sides of the verandah th en. are ^tegoual 
rooms, in botli of winch there is a 
for going up. The doors of 

a, .teir-c^e. ke,* 1-^. A »! IC W 
u. to the uplKt rtorr, which i» cimllar to the owe i- 
Octogoml roooB «« l»“I« oel.gol.ol end e-limre 

overaimtctooa.5. TlKg «rc plMtercd .v.tll ehcoom 


iliere is no m'irble ; but t!n3 stucco is so bri-jht iinrl 
jmlislied tliiit it looks like iiinrld& There lire siuiilrir 
(jySi^ftgca iiere for uscendinj; to the highest story. They 
lire rather diirk. At the eiitl of 19 steps there is iiti 
iijwrture for light, ngnin after 9 shiira more a gullery is. 
trt lie met; then tliere are 12 stairs more. In this ivny, 
fI tilgUt uf 44 stairs iiltogether carries the visitor to-tile 
root W'lileli is very lofty, coinrnunding as it does a view 
■if Agra far or near. The sight is very pleasimt. Tlie 
I'eiitrc of the roof is occupied by a grand dome, mntcli- 
leas in lieauty, stae, ami elevation. The sriare nroimd 
is divided into siicteen parts, ojich 19'feet long. The 
whole circuit is 374Hcet. The dome is covered with 
flunil ornanientiitions. 

The mciisnrements of the Hcveml pieces of the mctBlljc 
spire of the dome have Ix'cn alremly given. On its 
lowest part is inscribed tlie first formula of tile .Moslem 
fiilth. The spire has lost ir.s goid coating, the copper 
only of which it is made is left Uirc. It i.s said to l>e 
32 mnunds in weight. Its great height renders it difficiilc 
to he r^'|inired. Xlic aciiffoldin^ costa a great rleal 
whenever anything has to he put right. At the four 
corners of the roof there arc turrets, each having eight 
doors. Their plinth \n raised (if feet, the cireiiit of 
which is 12.1^ feet, and the diitmeter 28^ f^t. A 
narrow gnllery goes round the roof. Each ^-aremlah is 
74| feet in length, with nine arches and li feet high 
from tlie base. The roof is decorated with S splemltd 
sUHSe 
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To ftniiVile the reiohrr ttj have an hlen of the intcrioi*, 
we apijejul the ground plan of the Titj. 

'‘Xo huildlng,” ««>'»< G, W. For«‘St, *'hn» been \non 
often tlcscribedf dniivn und pilot^igrnplied- But no 
dniivhij; or pliotogniph can give iiiiy idt^i of eo rich and 
IHjetical tt subject. No tleseription can shadow forth the 
whole, combined out of marble dome, fsiirniinaret#, and 
fiiigmnt garden. Words emmot express the tnuUitii- 
dinous richness of its oniaracntation, i^rfection of form, 
and minuteness of deconition, each lending iissistitnee 
to the other. This is true cliarm of the Taj. It is like 
unto one of th&«c daughters of gmls, who w'ere most 
divinely fair It is the fusliion now to say that the Taj 
is lacking in strict areliitectunil bnuity. A well known 
writer states: ‘ The truth is tliat the Taj is not an 

iircUitcctuml fil'oiivialtogether satisfsetorj’-’ No doubt 

in parts of ihe Taj genius is brtniKht into jeopardy by 
unskilfulness: but the divine gift prevails. If a timii 
pijsst-sses the acniinient of form the Taj will please him. 
As wc sit on the ateps of one of the minarets in the 
eiK>l air of the evening and guEc uiiod the marble dome, 
iind the aruooth, broad front of marble, warm in tlie 
iiiys of the setting sun, across the memory comes Keats^ 
form and shape, compact and beautiful. 
What has been said of Keats' St. Agnes Eve may l)e 
iipjiliecl to tlie Taj —A monoily of dreanjy richness,"’ 


t. chfe cf imibi bj o-w, Futw*4 c.tE., ^ 
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THE JILO-KHA\M, 

iSJIJ 

QTII£S APPENJlAOf^S 
Tf> 

THE TAJ MAHAL, 

How sfiti are tby havocs, 0 Time I 

Thou Inycst thy hand on Uie princely dome ns 
pUilessly ns on a rustle hut. 

The place between the diief gate of the innusoleiim 
of ^^riimtnz Mnlial nnd the grand |>ortnI of ]\Iumtaznbnd 
was known by the name of Mh-lhana. The Jtto- 
thana, the bacar and tlie inn, Imve changed badly ainee. 
A great portion of the splendid biiildinga that formed 
once a valuable appendage to the Taj has fullen down. 
The mins supply no infornintion. slmll, however, 
pi^nt to our readers wbut we have culled from the 
hiatoriml work of .Atulla AMuU Hamid of Lahore, called 
BadM Nama. U was written at Shah Jahmi’s 
instance, and is an official and authentic account of that 
emperor^a reign. Tfie words between inverted cominaa 
are AbduhHamid’s, those in hmekete are ours. “ The 
Jilihi/iam i» 204 yards long and 150 yards broad. The 
urea enclosed within the four walls is occupied by 128 

..{of tiiese / 6 only still reninln, the rest 

have disap,«ared). “ Xear to the garden wall there, are 
two Khatras^pura^^ (or enclosed compounds), one to the 
ea-st of the Jtlo4han<t, and the other to the west, each 
being 76 by 64 yards, and containing rooms with as 



tlo fi. 

Tlie JiJa-khAnn or the eastern part of the guadrapgrle otitside the central 

enlranq'c sate way« 
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KiHiny TEstlbii^cs Eor the —’(At present, the 

Western Fura is filled witli flower-[iols, and valuable 
plants. It ts ft dtllghtfnl piKisure-ground. Half of the 
other pura la oociiined by a covvstnfale. Over agiunst tlie 
puras Hnd west and east respectively frotn the gate of 
Mumbistuljftd, He tombs of Sat 5 ‘un*iusMi Regain and 
Sftrliindi Begnin). “The Jih-lhana Is bonlered by 
^nsartt in the cast and ivest. The rooms are made o£ 
brick and lime-mortar and the vesribnles of red-stone. 
Tlie stn^ts are 30 yarda wide.” (The eaBtern bcitar 
has totally disappeared, the erections on the west are 
still to be seen). In the south of the JiVo Wam*, (tliat 
13 within MimitaKubad totvards the soutli) the pavement 
of the street was chctinered. The bfiV!ar-streets ran north 
and south, and east imd west, cutting each other in the 
twiddle at right angles. The former was 30 yard)* and 
the latter 9D jnmls in length. Each fiction bid an inn. 
Of the four inns, two which were built of brick and 
lime mortar by the Kina _were ISO yards each. The 
open area in the middle, called cAwi or courtyard was 
eight-sided. Each had 13« rooms with ante-chainbers. 
The Inns cniitained three cknuks, one on each side. The 
fourth side had the entrance gate, TImj chaui:s 
od fourteen yards square." 

“ There was a chaul (toO x 100 yards), octagomd In 

shape, in the centre of.the bujar Juat 

,mentioned. There were-litin? where 

traders from all quarters of the world bought and sold 
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val tiflble nnd mre coinTiiorfitiea of every description nvliicli 
were in demand for the doineAtic use or for lusnrioua 
livin^y* The ground at the haek of the Government 
ivoii oeenpied by Ifxlging hotiEcs and dwellingflcon- 
fitructed by merdmnt^ at their own expen c, und a 
regtilar town had grown up being named ^^lumtasmbad, 
after the ciPeenj in the vicinity of whose mausoleum it 
A lofty gate exactly oppoaite to the Taj gate 
litill exists. It h S5 feet 4 inches in height, und its 
platform la 40^^ x (16 + 37) fci 2 t 

ilany of the houses in that queirter were built 
esi>ecinlly for the use of personB connected in one way 
or the other with the Rausa^ Alosqties und wells, Jtt.%, 
were made for their convenience. They are to Us seen 
to this day. The pretty daine of ^lumtazabid was 
subsequently converted into Ttijganj^probably by 
oornipt ixmgG —^by which nnme the quarter h now 
known. It is cooaidereil a part of the Agni town. Most ' 
of the people dwelling in it are the dej^ndanbi of the 
first Inliflbitants of Shah Jahan^e time. The nnine of 
Mumtji^^bad is forgotten | the pretty, neat and 

tile have diaappCfired altogether* Time has 

brought about sad cliiinge^. Very little remains of the 
old Mumtazabad mentioned in the Bj^ilshahniLmn^ 
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the sepulchre 

OF 

BATrUNKlSA KHAWUM SADRUNNISA- 
We pi-ernoe tbc tlejicription o£ the building with a 
tthort life of lier whose reiimitia lire interred there. The 
ludj’ wiia of !iliiz1ndnini extraction. Slic was the sister 
of TmIiIi Atnli on wliom Jahangir conferred tlie title of 
lioet laureate. On the death of her husband, Kasim, 
who .vws ITiikinj Rnknfl Kiinhi’s brother, Satiunnisa 
. became n ^ilivid of-Honor in iiuintfU!*ti7,-Ziiinani’s houses 
hold. Her literary ubilities and conrtly nmnncrsi her 
knowledge of the licalina art and domestic economy, 
secured her the highost [joaition in the bery of ladies 
tittonding oil the Royal person. She won the alFcctions 
and trust of the Queen, and finally became j Keeper of 
the seal/ Siw Rersiitn well and oould rend tlie 
Koran with the proper intonation and oocent. Sat inn* 
nisn was, tliereforo, B|*poiiited tutor to Her Royal High¬ 
ness Jahanam Begam alias ^ihe Betjam Sahiha: :Muinta)r, 
Miiluil loved her amiabkand talented comiianion and was 
very fond of her. She could not bear to be »ej*»rated 
from her.^ Mnlla Abdul Hamid of Lahore says in 
bis Bad shah Kama, “SatiunniHa Begnm presented the 
lietitions and prayers of the helpless and the needy to 
her smeious mistress in a becoming and courteous man^ 
ncr, CJirefuUy availing herself of the opportunity pro* 
misiiiB success. She helpcil her with ^ advice in 
matters of importance and in all exisoncigg- B^otnen in 
-i7 byXsnjit Ktao, 






(Jistress received assifttanoe from the Qiieeti with flue 
regnrd to their socrul poiifitioD in the shape of gmots of 
kntl, or of a daily allowrance or In cash, througli her 
representations ond recommendation. The daughters of 
the indigent were married^ the neocsjjfiry bridal dresses^ 
ornaments or GC»h. nnd other things customary for a 
bride to take with her to her new home being pro¬ 
vided.”’ Charity thus constantly Howed from the 
palace of that Queen of blessed memory. tSatiuiiiusa 
ttccomiMnied her mistress to Borhanpur. She mourned 
her w'hen she diefl. Her symputhy consoled Shah Jahan 
in Ilia grief. Death could not part her from her friend. 
She lived six months in the Garden of Zinahtid, ivherc 
Mumtai’s body wtis temporarily dcpositcfl, like a de^mt- 
cd follower who guards the fihrine of his saintly 
spiritual-mas ter. She escorted the rerruuns from Burhun- 
pur to Akbarahad. Her hdelity and aHecdon won the 
reward they desen'cd She was irunvtn/s favourite 
as long as she lived^and after her deaths she was treateil 
with the Ftume kindness and confidence by Sliiili Jflbnn» 
who appointed Iver the chief supervisor of tlw Royal 
Harem.^ 

Satiuonien was childless. She adopted her two 
nieces when her brother Talib Ainli,® the ijoet laureate, 

I. BadBhAlkfMUtyi^, Vol; p. 

Z. TiJIb Amis Wa» * imnl aJiil wm b ]utiv« of ^iMil lla ^anim.. TTs i^mp 
Iq tnilSa In t[ivi« and Uvad dU tbir reien ipf Jubangfr. Tlitt latlcT 

ciiMmiHl btm ^nd in A. Ei. A.. D4 made bJnl l4i.un!at«.f 

Ha dM Eti 103^ A. U. A. P.> At tbc M LOO ftmi*. IJn hu loft a 

en>E«cac]la nl Iwtitfl cmi^JjdB^ of 14000 C^ULdclA. fOrionitAE BJ€igfBt7blcAV 
l>lcb[aii«br7,bj T, W, BcaIc, p. 330jit 



dierl. married to Akll Elmn,' nnd the j’OvmgGf 

to 'vho TCcei^-isd the name of Rulmat Khan* 

from tUG King. Zia-ud-din was tlic son of Hakim 
Kutija. lirotber of Hakim Kukna.^ Sati-un-nisa's youn¬ 
ger niece died, when lying in, at Lahore in 11546, 
/17th Zllhij, 1056 A H,). the 20 tUyearo£ Shah Jahan a 
reign. This bereavement broke the annt’a (ilrcfidy tried 
heart. The untimely death of her darling girl over¬ 
whelmed her with grief inconsokblc. She uliut hcrfielE 
up in her palnee outside tlie town. The king being 
there at that time he paid her a visit of condolence. 
Her weak heart could net however stand tlie shock it 
had suffered and she died eleven days after. Shah Jahan 
wa^ in the garden called Fai^teksL, when the ead newa 
Wtts brought to him. h caused liim bitter sorrow. He 
told his Btewani, Miilk Ala-ul-mulk Fadl Klmn Turn, 
to take ten thousand ruiMses from,the royal treasury for 
the funeml expenses of the deceased. Her corpse was 
temporarily deposited hy the Miilla and his 
Hakim Masih ujt-Zaman, and Akil Khan and Ihd.mat 

-r"F.r AW Kl..a «» Vol. 

5. F.rR.h»BtKI«» au*.cj4ln..« ^ 
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fvhnn, tifi din'Ctod bj* tlie kinsr. A ycnr nnfl somu 
nionth !4 after it wtirt conveyed to tUe cnjutal atid 
finally interred nciir the dilo Khunii btiuftrc to tbe 
$outh-west of tbe Raiizn. The buiUUng over tbe tomb 
coat thirty thoinMind rupees. A villnge bringing in tlie 
Kline umount nnnmdly wiis granted in ]>erpetiiity for the 
ordinary expensea and for the funeral solemnities to be 
performed yearly on the recurrence of tbe day on which 
she dietl.^ The quarter called ChiHi A'Aana in Agra 
was foundeil by Satiunnisa. Its original name was Satti 
Khiina wbieh lias been corrupted into the name it now 
bears, Rcvolntions and changes which have occiirreii 
since then have swejit away numberless monuments of 
genius, benevolence, and religious zeal ; and ns a iiuitter 
of course the menioriala of Satiutitiii^^s goodness liave 
also been cITaeed, 

The sepulchre of Sntiiinniau Kbunain lies to tlio 
south-west of the Jilo-khnna square iind to tlie east of 
the Fatehpuri mosque. There is a yard, one liundrcd 
and thirty-seven feet square, on the east side. Its centre 
is occupied by an artificial square fountain, the wdde 
margin of which is 22 fnet and 3 inches Ion;?. A veran¬ 
dah goes round the buitdin;^. It consists of ciglit 
divisions, each 22J feet in length with three elegant 
arches. There are 24 arches in the whole verandah, 
each ai feet in width, Tlie varendnli itself is 12^ feet 
broad. The ball is a regular octagon with a side includ' 
ins the arch Hi feet in length. Of its eij;bt arches, 
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sr^ven are clos«l with n network screen of red-^tone, 
very nicely ficiilptiired. A wooden d-jor is fitted to the 
iwintb archeil entnince for iidinisdon to the tomb. The 
tomb is all elegant. It plcti^esboth the eye uud the mind. 
It U i«ved with marble. The lower pordons oE tlie 
walls are also of the same stone. The inside of the 
arched roof is faced with red stone. In tire middle of 
the hull lies the tomh, a structure of shining rnsrhle. 
The platform of the tomb ie Dj >i ni H feeb 
upper part U i5| x 93 X 2^. It is adorned wUh arabes* 
qiies,anathe sides of tlie tomb are embellishe<l with 
traceries, II creciier lieins very esquisitely chisellc ont 

in the marble slab. On cither side of tlie entnince there 
IB 11 Staircase consisting of lo steps. The rooEi« Kf ee 
high from tlie phitform of the court. It has an eie^mt 
dome of marble in tlie irnddh on w plinth of eJijht w , 
cacli lit f«ct. The roof is decorated with 21 bouquets, 
each bi’feet IdgU- The western wull facing the 1-atcb* 
pnri mosque contuina 9 s^creens cut in red stone. They 
Jiro (j4 feet long and 9 feet high, and lire caippcd with 
inniiacles. The western wall of the building la 
feet long. Along tlie foot of It stretches a platform 563 
feet brtMid. At its aotitlieru end nre two chamlieKi and 
a hall for the attendants and keejiera of the tomb. The 
hall is tpiite dilapidatwl but the chambers tire atill stand¬ 
ing. The Btrocture bad its walls and ceiling covered 
with doral ornamentntioM and laiintings o£ an admirablo 
character. But tiie nivagcs of time, aided by tiie negli¬ 
gence of the towusfolfc. wlio laive been in tlio Iwbit of 
resorting to it for their “ Ditcanis ” or picnics, liavc had 


the effect of leaving it disfigitml. It no^v looksi like n 
cook-TOom, all darkened with smoke. Ite former bcant^ 
‘and lustre have passed nw’ny. 

THE SEPULCHRE OF SARHINDI BEOUM. 

This sepulclirc is situated over against the maijhara 
of Satiun*nisa Kbnnain and to the southeast of the Tnj 
AltthiiL It is exactly like tlie Khnnam's i?Mi</6arfl. It 
has the same kind of verandah, eight-sided ivith twenty- 
four arches, and the same kind of octagonal hall. They 
are both tlie same size. The one is a copy of the other, 
with this difference tbit the stone work of Sati’s tomb 
is adorned with floral wort, while Sarhindi’s tomb is 
only ornimtented with mosaics. • The neglected oondi- 
lion of the builfling escitea pity. The lady who eleeps 
there was SJuih Jahan^s wife. She was a native of 
Sirhind, and was a Wuty of her time. The tomWtone 
referred to is a piece of admirable workmanship. It is 
in DO way inferior to that of her rival, MumtmiV 
sepulchre, in beauty or in exonisitc ornametitadon. The 
tomb-stone and the platform both are made of vninable 
bright marble. It was inlaid with gems all over. Delicate 
flowers and leaves in mosaic once crafaellislicd it; but 
they have been so rouglUy liandlcd by pilferers that the 
tomb is now deformed with unsightly bollows. Not a 
single gem is to Ije seen in it, but there arc red spofs as 
if they were blood stains from the broken heart of the 
ill-treated structure. So hatUy oeglccted lias it been that 
it baa not only been stripped of its rich ornaments but 
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In the 28tli ye:ii- of the EmiTf'ror’s teign the iltstinctlon 
of f>,}htiznT Amwtfi whli iiOO horse, nnd the niHjellii- 
tion of ItijfAvi Ivhnii, were conferml on him, ivn'l he was 
sent tu AliiiiatiiiJwl as Intelligence Officer nwl chrcjmcler. 
(hi his rettirn to Agiti after two years lie wub appomtctl 
riitolIiKenoe Officer. In the second year «E Alaingirs 
reign lie l•(*tife(^ on an annuity of twelve thousand 

A few years liUcr the t^aiynfl, luwever, resiiiiud jitibhe 
service and served diilanjani Begain na her fhwaii, ainl 
rheii he was elevated to the most honoiiniblc posihon 
of High Clinijcellor, which he held for a period of eight 
years until Ins death in 16t«0. It is vincertnni where he 
was hiirie<1; iirohably by the side of his rnther, 

.liilnh Saiyad Jtilars dmighter was murned to Hbeikli 
Farid, son of i^aiyad Bukhari Hindar Ivhnn. 

THE QAJR0EH OF KHAK ALAM MIR2 A 
BARKHURDAH. 

This large garden lies bet weeti SaiyialJulsl Tiiiklairi s 
tomb utid the Taj, It is w'sdled. The Western wall con- 
fains !1 strong gate. In the middle tlim* ts » plbt of mis- 
I>d ground, Tlie iWw stones of whith, we Ihur, have Ijcen sold 
oft. A piece, of iiinsonry wall stands there such its miglit 
Iwi 80^11 lit the of till II bi^ for tlll^ JiUflMlaC tjf lloUlilll^ 

a lump. W'c may siimiistt thetii thol Khan Alum lay 
there. Tlic toinb-stotie is gone, iierlaips iiirtcd with (or 
money’s sake. Seven gmvea He side hy side on a mound, 
5 - 1 A hy 3 A fwt on the North. There is ijo inscription 
to tell us to whom they belong. The stnieturv.' of the 
tomb’atones indicates that they were built during tlic 
reigns of Shah Jahsm or Aliungir* A Hue liousc stooit 
atone time in the garden northward, but it has sin^ 
Ixjen pLilIeil down along ivitb otliers, atnl tlie uiatenals 
distH>s«l of. There still exists an undcrgroiiml chsmiber 
by the river side beneotli tlie ikbria of the demolish^ 
buildings. In IH 9 M a wealthy gentleman of AligarJi iti^ 
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whoM [KMseMion tlie ynrf’eti ivns, soM it 'vitliiL- Ijelonp- 
ings for four thoiisjtnil rujices ttj<i pioi^tiUite whoivotiM 
p lev;ellerIto the eroiiml liuii tint 

-'Ip. h. Kouc, then Comiiiissionor of Agm, ^ivcd it ly 
purcnTising it from her for Government. 

JcTT j>er8on!5 know who and whiit Khnti At»tii wpa. 
It Will, tliereforcf^ iipjirupriute to [ippenel n bioghiphicul 

note resj^ting this important tM^rHOnnge of nrUtocmtic 
Wood. He wns the son of Dawnldi Kliiio, ivliose nnt.^.- 
tors n'era fuithful foJIo^vers of Timur's (kscendunfcs, iitui 
their ^uliiflhle services were well rewanied by them* Mir 
oliah one of the greatest nofi^ea and a staunch ad- 
lercnt of Timur s. Mirza iWkliiirdar, the subject of 
oiir namtive, held the Alafmtb ,.f IM md Pinjnh till 
the 40tii yejirof AkUr's reign. When Rdi^t Uijaini, 
^ 0 had raised the standard of revolt in the piovinceof 
Hil^ar, was set at lilcrty. the Min-a atfinked liirn on hit^ 

way home to retaliate the murder of his fnthir, Ah.lnl 
Kahnmn khmi Dalf^t escaiicd into the jungle. Tliis 
oondnet ofthe Miryjda ungered Akbir, who nrrJfred tlmt 
nirestol litirl taken to the TTjjidni diiefliiiii, 
nte^flsion, however, saved him from tJiiit disgrace but 

Snf^ frwincntly viduvi Prince 

himt.man, bis sentence was 
j?" the accession of Salim to the throne and the 
*?' J^toived on him. In the fourth 
L mori- hooounpfl him with the title 

T'™ vearaiater 

ten, the Persian envoy, whom Shah Snfwi had sent 

. J 

occHl’itd with Politicid matters in 
Kte w r'’ “ I'is dominions. 

rding to SWir-id-l'ninra the Mogal envoy wiia 
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m^] psoirtcd. He liinJ 200 kooshrkh and himtsrden as 
well li^ 1^000 laitliful men of the miperid arm^^ Find' 
iiijj that he would Ije detained longer than he expected^ 
Iji; sent bick a of hk following to Iiiilin* There 

were 700 or ^^0(J men with him when the Sliah returned 
froiii the frontier in IfilZ A. D, He proraeded to the 
nipital Avith the splendid presents he had brought from 
The Moghul emperor for the Per^^ian monarchi 
vlei>hjmt!> ivitli silver und gold howdas and i^ariotiB kinds 
of tnip]>ing:s. fine liorses, (itijrali bullocksi siDging birds, 
iKaiuti fully eti I lipped bLiUoek conveyances^ and palanquins 
I fain red iu iiloiving eolours* Klian Alum was rt?ceived 
by the Per^^ian grandees and lodged in the garden of 
Sujidatiilj^uK He w'aited on tlie Shiih when he w'as re- 
ci'^iting himself in tlie held near his lodgings with the 
guines of polii and quoits. The King treated him honotir- 
ably and kindly. He said, ^since Jahangir and I love 
t-ucli other wdih brotherly affection. and lie calls you 
*‘ con^iii” yon arc my cousin also/* He then embraced 
him. It was Khnn Abiii^s intention to present the gifts 
one by one ; hut finding the king in a hurry to go out 
on El hunting exciir^iion to shoot the that abound 

III those regions^ he himdeil over nil the presents at oncci^ 
The host w'aa so much gi'atifieil by the aminblc manners 
of bis guest that he was bn rely satiated with bis socle ty% 
If Khan Alam could not call upon His Mujeisty any diiy, 
flic latter would go to the former's IcHlgingR himself* 
The fHifiiliurUy grew^ such a degree that tlie SJiiih called 
liim “my Khun Alam.” 

Khan Alum i>erformed hia mission most aatisfac- 
t<^ri|y, nnd won golden opinions of t]ie Pei^ians by his 
iibiStty and lllicmUty. Sikandar Beg who wrote the 
TaiiklH-Akm Am aiys, “ Klian A Inin entered Kas^vin 
with ostentation and fjomp unprecedented in the history 
of eruUssies. No envoy from India or Turkey ever 
oune to Persia w illi such magnifkenco and splendour 
since the l?eginning of the Safvvi dynasty/^ 
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Khun ALim from PcrsiM in Ifilil, ivljpn 

JiiliEifieir was making j>re[mnitioris for ii jfttirnej' t« 
Kaslitnir for the first time. He met him at Knhinor* 
The emi«ror ahoiiViKl uriusual kimiriese to him. He noocna- 
litodntetl him in his own laiii*room, and in token of 
Hjiecial reyiird and affection supiitieil him with liis own 
quilt. He was made a Panj'hntari with three thoiisiiinl 
horse. We are surprised to liud Mullah A ltd iiI Hamid 
nf Lahore making the I'emark in liis Hndsliah Nmna, 
“Khun Ahun was deficient in diplomatic elot]Hence ami tuct, 
tlieindisitensnble qualliciLtions of u good i)mlMissadui',jLiir| 
consequently failed in discluirgiiig his dutiesetiiciGnily.” 
The worthy liistoritvn made blicIi nii luigenoruns remark 
probably out of prejudice^ and it represents his own 
opinion. In tlic reign of Shah Jiihun we tint! the Khan 
Shash Aarari, with 5^000 horse, provided with n |ionrtoji 
iiud kettle dmm—the symbols of Ijurolilal dignity—jmd 
ndininistcring Hihar as Mirwii Unataiii’s successor, thi 
SliiiL Julian’s coming buck to tliecajntal from niirhnnpur, 
he liccaitie a courtier but was iwiisionetl njf shoi tly ufter- 
wards on the score of old age uHii infinuSties. He sjK'tit 
bis remuining ditys in happy retirement at A gni, enjoying 
his annuity of one hundred tbousnnd ru|M?es, and died 
well adyiLiiced in age, and was buried in liis garden, lie 
left no iasuc. He hud a brother, Mii ^u Abdul Siibliun, 
who wus Faujdar (miliDiry officer) of Alluluilmti. The 
latter was suhsennently sent to Kabul where be was killeil 
in ft skirmish witli the Afridia. Ills son, Sberfflid Kli.iri, 
who wan ft brave warrior, fell in an action on the'sidc of 
Khftn Juhnn Lodi. Acoorfling to the larikh i-Aluin -Am, 
Khim Alum received the ulfectionateupiKllutionuf ‘lilmi’ 
(cousin) from .Jahangir.* 

THE SEPULCHRE OF DIWANJI BEQAH, 

This sepulchre is Hiluateil in the lands of Hasi^ai 
village. iTothitig of the structure remains exocpl an 
ciglit-sided tower, meuauring feet through, and that 

1, Vui; t, pp^ 
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toil in ft conilition. It cmitniQeil ttic tomV), 

till! inscription of ivliicii however is gone. 

Diwanji liegnm was daiifititor of Ivliwuia Ghins-uii- 
din of Kfiivin and wife of Mirin Abnl Ilfiajin Asiif 
Klinn* Site w'lis tlie mother of Mumtiix MalmU Ih-f 
sciHilelire, u gnind biiikling stnndliij' in the miirlst of a plot 
fiO Hcres in extent, was erecteil in tlie reign of Jiihangir’ 
Tlie Kliwftj!i% father Miilla Aka. Dwatniar was k 
courtier of the Persian King, Shah Taliimisp Safwi. His 
other sons, Uadi-ul-Kaman nmi MirKsi Ahmad Heg, lield 
the jiosts of minister at the same coort. idla Akm 
saya the writer of ^Iaasir-iil~tfmarti, **'iVas a descendant 
of Ilia Holiness Ijlieik Shuhiili-iid-din SiihriiViirili, wimsc 
genealogy €011 hi he tiiiced to Muhammad llin Abu iJakr 
Siddki, the first Caliph. 

Khwtija Gias-ud-din of Kfluvin, on his arrival at 
Agra, Hiiccpetletl in npciiring the jsjst of In tin* 

year 157.'!, Aklutr gav& him the lionorary apjiellation of 
Asuf Khan, and in the 23rtl yettr of his reign, lie sent 
him to put the atTiurs of Mnhva and Cujrat to right. 
He died, white in the hitter province, in A, II. 
(1579 A. D,).’ 

Diwftnji Begfim’s liiisiHirul, Mirza -Mail Hasan Asuf 
Khan, wftB the son of Mirzft Gliias Beg, Etnitid-iith 
dnuin, whose Iiistory lias ftlrefldy Ijcen given.® 

The Begain’s monument was uii cxiiuisite biiihling, 
which stood in the midst of a spacious garden, and was 
visited by natives and foreigntra. It has lost all the 
splendour of tbe times of Jahangir and Shah Jnliun, and 
U now in u pitiful condition. The grave itself is broken 
np—the marWu slab, which covered it, has Ijeen earriesl 
otf, the walls lovelleti to the ground, the roof, under 
which ^dsitors found shelter fn^ m in and the rays of a 

1. Kwila** DJogrmiJiir*! DiclSoWHJ, p. I^J. 
a, ilojuar-nl.L'lrtWm, Vu5, f, jip £KI S3, 

3. ibia. j,iK iti-iM. 





(roiHQiI «dn. Iiiis c&iael to exist The r.’st of the siir- 
rouniiuie tombs iiiuJ momimtrits are hkeir to uhnre the 
Aioic fate. ^ 

C]«^ to the to!itl) of llhvfinji Bej^ain m»«l to tiic soutl|. 
west of It, there lies m the Billhxhpuni qutirter of Tii 
pnj a enitiiJ looknitf riKisqiie of red storiii. Its phitfoi'ni 
1^ J »,j feet m lujijht. It coiiteins 15 arduNl doors 
and toejisiiriis 04iV K 34f J feet The tniddlc areh hu.-i 

'"r^"**’** ft, with the date. lOKS 
A, L (Ihi H A.D ), of the erwtion of the mosque. Thi? 
IjuilrU^rM uama 13 not irace.ih e, Verv liMv h 1 i 

!...n ,1... ....nc . 1 ,^ The ... 

nitbiU ^ir. Jt fijjpeiir^ to contcmi^oniry ivith the 
iHjMiIeh™ monument of Diwanji Bejpim. The oneu 
K|«.ce of the mo^ine is fi4lf « 55 feet. Just beloa^l 
there is an urtifictnl founuiin, x Sfi+S fceL for thI 

t K Affm L<x^y| Atfflney, which roili^cd the rent of the 
hIi. ijis nine m ntiiuljer- btiloiij?iijg to it, 3 ’et it was ke»t 

111 tery hud mndttion, being doBtitute of every thi t- 
tiiat IK necessary. ^ ifufig 

the dwelling of khan DAURAN 
NASRAT JANG. ^ 

Therrtd riinneof Kli«n Dmimn wins Khwih, Snh?. 
Il:v„Htlie .,n of KhvvuiH fTisriri, a meiJ^^of tL: 

order, d;ilian«ir made him J ofliJr of 
ugh nuilt and sent lum to the Deccan Khan l?l ^ 
hod mg him a youth of enternrisiiS^T, 

him the ms^ssary JnS ' H t 

Mca: 

lo ihi- vr.>rkand resigned hii fs^ist. He then imt' 

IIM (It as ,1 i«.rs<»n:il Httendiiiit of Prinot: Shdi^ J. 

... H, .en'^ hi" 



ulwetinkiitsly, (If'fiCF'iKlitijj on ocaision^ to it^ljiist even t\w 
einlille nml hriillf: of the PrinceV boride* He wm lender 
of the Kind's £rw[>jf in the Imth of Tiini=i. In the 
H^ond ycjif of l\U reign, Shnh Jiihini coiiferre^) on Iviin 

the nink of Sfh~f/^2<iri whh two thoiisfind hnri=^^Htid the 
honomry title of NuhiH Khfio, In the following hr 
Knin f rnj Singh, whom Shah Jttlinn hnri 
sent With ft stroll" foree to chiistise Klum dftliHti, Mulik 
Shftli iind the neigh bon rio-^prineeTS. Khini rJbniniii 
(Nnsiri Khun) then wrote to the e!in>eror thnt 

if the mitietion of Tilfiogftna iiml Qzindlmr were entrust- 
eU to him itistefnt of Hao JiLiintn, he would gnitify his 
MftioBty^a w'isites in a short thne The iirayer wasgrnnt* 
e<! and the c nnrnjind of the cxt>e<litionary force was given 
lo him, with the rank of Ciuthar fifiZfirt iviEh thrt't^ 
thoiisuiid horse 

Njismt Jung first miirrhcfl to tliiiidhiir and ovoromie 
FurfaraK Kliiin, an irntKjrtaut chief of the cYJMUtry, The 
fort, was Wsiegctl. Mottiirmh Khan, Ihililol Ktim^ and 
fhinibula Khnn, whom Adil J^hnh hud shiC to rtdnforce 
the Im^s^kihI gnrrisiOiT, were snrfirSsc-d iit the eoyn4ge and 
valour displfiyefl hy Shah Jahai/s geiiend. In iliemeau- 
time Ainmi Kbani. SnUihdjir of the Dtijcsoi, njime to hel|i 
and the garrison had no rcriiedy hut to surrender After 
n siege of four months and 19 days^ the keys of dae fort 
were delivered by Sadik^ the &uiidnduw of Yakut Khuda- 
wiiud KhaOi Every ibing in llie fort wuHtaikeii jK^sisession 
fif hy the con<|umjn Thi:; conquest of Q:indhitr t<w>k 
place in the fourth yesir of Shuh Jahfin\-i reign, 1040 
A [’h(l6H0 A* P )^ The distiiigiiishefl services of the 
bntve general were rcwardctl with theadditii^ri of// 
with one thousand hor^e to the rank he alrtudy hehh 
In the same y^dTt he was sent with muAf mnratff^ to 
Rahighftt in the Deccan, Tliie following year he 
iKP|H 3 inted Ciovernor of Mnlwa, In the sixth yMir of his 
ttugn^ Shah Jidiati sent him to the aid of Malml^it Khan, 
engagt^l in reducing tlie fort of DaulabiluKh He distiin 
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gniiilifid tiipn? ns well, and tlie Kiiiff \\-Jw plensisl 

to csinfer on hjni the rank of /'aiy//««« willi five tlion- 
■stjul horse and tlic distinetion of Kluin Oimnin, Another 
font of fKdilnoss itcrronned by him waa to jiut .fnihrir 
and Ids wn to ttie siiVor<I and to send their 11 hi da neeord' 
iiiAj to the custom of the n;re, to the JCnijK-rnr, who re- 
wanlfid hh valour with the title of Ihihndnr, the hmv«\’ 
In the iliti) year of the ICmitf-rfir'a rel/;n he was re-cal In 1 
from tlie Dwim for rKdltical rcusoiis. He then nccoiir 
paninl the Kmroror to Kashmir, whence he returned to 
haliore When within two miles of the town he halted, 
and that siinie niftht in tlie silent hours, he was stabheij 
wtiile iifilcep in flic lielly by a Kasiimirl lud of the Brah- 
ninn enste, who was a wnvert to M Ldiniiuiiadaiiism mid 
was k(‘tit (13' him ns a iHTsonal attendant. He juttlciUly 
siihiintter] to tile jiain tif suture, and passed that day- 
withunt 1013-symptom of insensibility. He tliejj en^n^ed 
himself to divirle his property—rash arid all iiioveiiblcs 
mnong his sons, and the rest he betjticwfhod to his 
Inijiennl master, to whom he owed ever^'thing he 
lhI, After this he infoniicsl the KintMcror of what hiul 
huptiened. 1 he effect of his dearlly- iniuriet^ were stxjii 
felt and lie brenthed his Inst diirfii;' the ensuinn; nijtht, 
Idoa A. It. (Hilo A, I).), Shah dnhaii stmt his remains 
to lie laimtsl m the family vault at riawidior, and erive 
hjs sons more than the father could have willed. 

- Khan Hatinm was a man of strict principles. Avarira 
had no place in his oomjs^ition. His uiiflindiin^ as=:i- 
diiJty and care ami raufioij in the disiharee of his 
midtifarions duties were rcmurkablc. Hut he was of a 
HiisiiicioiiH dts|iositiou thuu(;]i vigorous rii action. He 
n^td thei^iple with great ^verity. He wasso uiipoptdar 
that w hen the news of liis violent emi readied Ihirhaniiur, 

thfi iiLliiibitrintfi i^rcsit 

Most of the Alifices of any pretension in Biirhannur 
wete built 111 1,1s tnno. The inns between that town 
and bironj were constructed by him. Helcft threcsonn— 
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Item, 

■ Amount. 

A 



30 

The groat hall of the red-gate in the 
aoath-eaat, 

Ba Ji, p. 

13,633 S 0 

31 

Tho ^reAt; hull of the red-gato in the 
4OUth-W0St^ 

13,673 10 0 

32 

Rauza garden with tho large marble 
fountain 

63,653 14 0 

33 


55,424 19 0 

34 

Out^da cluatei* of faabitatioD 3 (iS^fraf)j 

42,114 11 a 

34 

Cow eUblog, &c.* 

21,015 10 0 

36 

Elephant seabloa, dfc.* 

14,315 11 0 

37 

Travellers' lodgings. 

15,214 10 0 

38 

Camel stable. 

11,122 0 0 

3» 

King a owo palaoqtiin lionaep 

77.018 2 0 

40 

Palanquin yard of Mutnta^ Mahal **. 

25,455 0 0 

41 

Tawiz of sandabwood and coffin, e*. 

4,IS2 3 0 

42 

Bai:aT facing to the cast, ' 

n.224 2 0 

43 

41 11 4 > west, 

12.212 6 0 

44 

Gfite aaet, 

54,280 2 0 

45 

•1 II rp West, ■>*« 

* 

74,005 13 0 

46 

f» H p» Soiithj ft* 

i 

n,2Rl 2 0 


( 
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Ra. A, p. 

47 1 

Kfiys* closet 

IS,915 2 0 

48 

Ont^de A"Aati>^um looking towards 
ttO Qft&t »P« 

13,917 2 a 

49 

West A"AaicaJ»3!?«ra* ... 

13,113 10 0 

SO 

South ir ... 

13,105 5 0 

6t 

North ATAaWpWfjH^ra, 

45,T05 10 0 

52 

Die braas kaloM of the large dome^ 
maunds in weighty 

13, CSS 3 0 


Writers do not ngreo as to the time tliis edifice took 
Perioti nf Goantrae. fof it® completion* Tbo iiiscriptiotis 

twenty yairs* Mumtiiz-uz-Zainani died in 1630. Tlie 
construction befpin tlie following ^-ear. The dutes given 
in the ecvernl inscriptions mdiente that the inscription on 
the entnincc gate was the hist. It is date<l 1057 A. II., 
which corresixmds with 1617 A. D. This ailcuktioii 
gives 17 years, but the ivork cimtinued two or three 
years longer j and the whole period comes up to twenty 
years. According to Tavernier it was completed in 2- 
yenrs. Tavernier WA? in India in 1653, twenty-two years 
later, after tlie death of the t^iieer^ He left for Ids 
liutue* the fulloiving year. His sbitciuent therefore 
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npi>eiirfi to l>e correct^ Tlie Uadaliab Xiima of Abdul 
lliuuid Liihori snys that the edifice was built in twelve 
years. This may mean either that the marble monu¬ 
ment took that period to complete or that the priuci|)d 
work of building lasted so many years under the super¬ 
vision of Mir Ablul Karim and Makramat Klian; and 
then a reduced establishment carried it on for aiiotlier 
ten yt'ara. From all these iiceounts tlierefore it may bir 
concluded that the chief mausoleuin, the Jih-khana^ the 
tombs of Satiiinidsii Khnn-am and Sarliindi Begami 
Mumttmdiad, tlie Fatehpuri ^loscjiio, and the Ossuary 
of the MaltU-oE-Honor, look not leas than twenty years 
to coinplelc. 

ENDOWMENT ASSIGNED TO THE TAJ, 

Not a few have found fault with Shah Jalum that he 
left tlie monument which still stands unrivalled among 
buildings of the worklj ancient or modern, without 
milking any provision for defraying future expenses for 
rcjKurs, the salnriosof the atteudnnte and the annual Urn, 
(the anidversary of the death), of Murotnis, This accusa¬ 
tion is really due to ignorance. Investigation lias brought 
to light the fact that the landed properties set apart 
for the puriJose were so rich that, the revenue from the 
same would liavc left a surplus vast cnougli to prodmai 
another edifice of the sjirae kind. We append a dctailerl 

(. Tuveniicf Phj*, i «ii^ thr iMRi c0iti|ilelinK i*f thS# BTi-At 

thsit IwU ninl twnul/ Ubrtflf JHid twciity ihim^liMi latrp 

i-lways lit wofli ; *0 T-hit yGQ Jjul tliKl the tsxieiiR rataft 

MNCIWITIC, 

Tuwilw BTfaTijlA in Indiii, N, 1, CliiS^tCT Vtl, *ij. 
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Httiteiiient of the endowment for the inforiimtion of the 
ptiblic in gctienil iind of t]ie Supreme Govern me at i n 
linrticukr,—si Government to which we are exeeeiiinglr 
thankful for the generous interest it hu« evinced for tlie 
preservation of India s past glories. This importAnt 
information has Wn derived from tlie Bad^Iiult Niitna of 
ifulk Abdul Hamid, who k the undisputed authority 
in the matter. Tlie endowment omiiprised tliirty villages, 
out of tlie appendages of Pargana Akbintbntl, the capital, 
iindof NagarclmnJ, yielding 40,00,000 dams or 1,00,000 
rupees a year. The assignment* tire dctailiHl In tlie 
tiihle given below ^ _ 




Awual Jaha. 

Fre&«Tit 

revenue. 

No. 

Nam of the ViJIages- 

BamB. 

Rup?>es. 

1 

Dhanaui (Creator) 
or Dhanauli, 

¥ 

3,30,090 

8,000 

3,794 

2 

Anbalii 

3.00,000 

7,500 

801 

3 

Eatnai^ai, 

3,00,000 

7.500 

726 

4 

Kukthak(GQtla),... 

3,50,000 

8,250 

1,981 

S 

Dhamsari, 

3.40,000 

6,000 

_7,6ll 

6 

Dakhrota (Dagrqta), 

2,00,000 

5,000 ' 

4,802 

7 

; Samon (Slyainoa)^... 

2,00,000 

6.000 

4,000 

8 

Bodhana (Borhana), , 

1,70,000 

4,350 

2,430 

9 

PitbutilJ, 

1,60,000 

4,000 

3,5D1 

10 

Then, 

1,50,000 

3,750 

2,937 

11 

Atora (Itora^i 

1,50,000 

3,750 

2.377 

13 

Malhpuf (Malhpura)> 

1,40,000 

1 

3,500 

•3,162 


1. lijtiUkitlMiwiia, ^ol: p. 330 


























Anhttal Jaha. 


Prtisant 


(rHmes of tb« V)llsg«& 

IMiIIEu 

Ea|>eM. 



V »m- 

1*20,000 

8,000 

2,493 

Jwenit 


1.20,000 

3*000 

2,298 

CLuroii (l«B<ir), 


1,00,000 

2,500 

3,5^4 

Ottcha, 

1 

1,00,000 

2*600 

2*324 



1,00,000 

2.500 

1,680 

D^iintorv^, 

«•■ m 

1,00,000 

2,600 

2,110 

Ata«, 


1,00,000 

2,500 

3,077 

OurA, 

mkm 

80,000 

2,000 

1,396 

Sudh^rbAti, 


$0,000 

2,000 

2,208 

Bicbpuri, 


60,000 

1.500 

1,068 

BklsaIp greiiUr* 


60,000 

1,500 

4,098 

Madina 1 

m 

CO.OOO 

1,500 

2. 9 

Dbaudliupurp 


60,000 

1*500 

1,530 

SheiklipiiT, 


50,000 

1*260 

1,782 

Suthaadi 


40,000 

1,000 

9U8 

Ettlpur, 


40,000 

1,000 

1,360 

XuJfpura, 


30,000 

750 

1,565 

Nagar-cbaadt 

wrw- 

1,30*000 

3,000 

1*320 

























Tliift pormaDeat meome of n of ruiwes from 
ril][igcft WAS 5 QppkmMtod by an equal nmount of rct,-etpfc3 
from the rents of a1iot>s, IjazarSt and the inns piNcvtoasly 
mentionotL These sources of income bav'e, however^ 
bcfen swept away since hy the cruel hand of usurpation. 

The bti^toriiiri abovtMjnotr^d eoncludes liis account of 
the endowment wstli tliese words of the royal warmiit 
sanctioning the grunt for the Taj. Should there occur 
Tfcii occasion for repnirsj the necessary expenditure nmy 
lie defray©! from the ii^osne of the assigncil villjigcs 
and the rents j the rest may be Bpent on the wjilaries of 
servants and iitreDdents^^ and charitable objectSj I'egnlar 
and mIsoelliioeousi concerning this magnificent building-- 
the surplus^ it nny^ to he siicnt by tlie ruler tor the tinii^ 
l>e!ng, at his liiscretlon/*' 

Kflicietit arnmgeinents were thus mode by that pni- 
<leiit motuircl* for the mniiitenaiice and sup^iort uf die 
servflnts and attendants iittac!led to the iiepulubre^ and 
uf the heriui Es^ tirul iKmt so id needy, de|X!ndcnt ui>oii 
the siime^ The surplus was left to be u$ef1 at the dis* 
cretion of the reigning sovereign. Thia valuable evidence 
ut ojnEcmporary record enables us to refute the charge 
brought ngainst sliali Jnhan of leaving the nionnment 
which he had erected at such enormous cost without 
provision for its future wclUbeing. He diil all be could. 
He couhl not of course- guard agaiinst the possible 
eiicTtaicbmente of tyranny to wiiiclt India was subjectef l 
flaring till! stomia that disturbed her traiiquillUy iluriiig 


Bn>ihBdji Vol, t\, 3aL 
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theJ<»clmeof the Moghul power It whs ptol'Hbly during 
the mis- rule of the Juts that usun»»tion bid its unres* 

; tmiiied hiind on wbit it could find unprotected, mul 
geized upon the bnds end otlier immovubles bcQueuthcil 
by that illoi^trious tnoniirch for the inaintenance of those 
who tended the tomb, and offered prayera and reiicaW 
the Koran for the benefit of the de|wrtetl sooh The 
]o«» iii ileplorahlc and the builditig with ita Burroundings 
wouhi certidnly have suffered Froru want of funds to 
keep them i)i tjood order, had not our Go\ertiineiit 
taken upon itself to look after tlicm and devoted large 
siitni to Ihelr preservation. 

THE FIKST CRS UF MUMTAZ MAHAL, 

Cts is peculiar to the Molmuiiundnns of Indin. It is 
a ,sort of death ftHiiiverH^ry, n comiuemonitlon of the 
deuiise of a holy man with solemnities, i>niyera and 
blessings for the soul of the dead. It b held annuttllj 
on the recurrence of the day on which he died. 

Now this ceremony was iicrfornied by Shah dahim 
in honour of Mumtaz the first time in 1041 A. H.nfial, 
A.D.). According to the Badsliah Kama the ( rs was 
held with uncommon enthusinsm. The court of the 
maffharfi had canopies set np over it. All the prina>H, 
courtiera, and the nobles at the capital, attendeil it. 
Theologians, and mystics and those who could rep€«it 
the Holy liook of God by heart, were invited to it in 
fjrMtt nntnbcrfi. The nobles eat according to their resj^^ 
live lunka under the tairiopy, the king himself being 
iimoiig them. Yamin-ud-duub Asnf Kb.n,'>ther of 


Miinttaz, and Itohnnimn*] Ali, tlie Pursinn cnvoyf twE 
tiiutr Ncuttt along with them, ns d«aired by the king. 
Diivheh of varioua kinds iiiul fruits were served up, 
X’crscs of the Komti and prayeri* were repeated and 
nffereri for tJje snlvntioii of the deiictrted soul, while out 
of a sum of a Imndrc^I tliousand rupees given for tile 
expenses of tlie onc^liulf was distributed in alms 
Ui tlic j>ooT tlKj Hjune il«y ; the other half was giverr 
awny the following day. It was at the same time 
eimctcd Ijy His Mitjeaty that lialf oftheamonnt spent on 
till a occasion wjw to lie distributed on siniilar occasions 
in ftihire, when the king was in tile Caidtnl, otherwise a 
sum of twelve thouaind oidy.^ 

T lie king, his dHiighter Jiihnnara, and his i]tteeii» 
iuvaHaldy nttencled rtm when In the capital. The 
Imlice sat hchind a velvet wail on tlw middle termcc ami 
the nobles iimler canopies w'hich wtTO set up in large 
numifrrs for this pnrposi?. The money given away in 
fharity amounted to a/sieof riiixx^s, iiml twelve tlioitsaml 
when tlic king was out of tlie cnpitnl, Tlie /.Va nttmctefl 
IKojile from all parts of the kitninrc. This sacreti rc'gtird 
for the liauia and the liolemn apcctacleof the yearly Urs 
hijited not only as long an Sliah Juhan lived, but con- 
^ tinned during the reign.'i of hu aueoetiHora, The ex}»eiiS' 
tn too Were not, ns might linvc been expected, curttilled. 

The Ala tngir*Naum states that when Aiamgireniue 
to Agm a wetk after Shah Julian's rlcatli, he iwih! a visit 
to the tombs of his parents on the next day of liis 

I. n«/t4h*}]iimm«li, V»1 :1, jrj,, 4^-430 










The Tal the mnrblc: touiUpIfi* 












He eould eol Wp elicM«S O" 
twt After tlie custoiTuirr pmyere fpr ^ 

Xert. be d»tri.»«d Uvelre tbouepp. » 5;^ 

Tbo same boot telU ns Ital moiiareb of n.id pB 1 

eistua a« «pulehm of 
17t1i Sbabnn, lOSO A, H, (Ib-O A. TJ.). >"0 l 
fortv-fivc tliottsancl rupees to the attciidjin «. 

PECfUtlAH CHAeUMS OF THE TAJ* 

TI,C edifice la., eertain prefer cbarnjs »' 

rthe‘XTof trn«5.ie pr«ito~ 

Idistaptecbo.tbe«ren...iebrcc«.B.rnW.eb»^ 

teccced by tbebeat of tlie tTO»ca. are 

terior cimrms pos? reuiartivbly 

ni,U keep percepOon.. “ Xuocs have taken 

tlmt the intiguftge too floral t> 1 
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The inscription nt the entrance gate shouhl l)c parti- 
culnrly studied. It exhibits a curious phenomenon. A 
ia>mtnon oliserrer would nee only the beauty of Amaiiiit 
Klmn Shimzi’s cQlig:rnphy ; but its chief merit wouM 
strike the eye only of the tmincil exi>crt, Tlie calij^rajdier's 
nuisterly knowledge of the science of optics will ever lie 
note<l witli adniirution* The gate ia 80 feet high, yet tlie 
letters look uniform in size from top to bottom. Their rnd 
dimension of course incrciiscs in pruportioo to their eleva¬ 
tion. 

Another thing worth noticing is n tree some 425 
years oId» It stands close to the eastern wall. It is tiie 
sfrtt/fAai tree, a kind of cotton. Ita girtii is 4Sj feet. It 
is nearly twice as old us the building itself in which it is 
hitimteil. The precept tbnt grey hair should be respected, 
won for it the honor of being taken within the ivalls of 
the fatuous etlifice. There is a laiwl stuck on the outside 
of it from which its age could be nscemiineil. 

The peerless mausoleum hits been an ohiect of 
udihimtion to Tuiinl>crlesa historians nfid viaitors# 
Ijiudatory descriptions are to be found in alumdance 
IhhIi in prose and poetry. Its soft beauty liaa won for 
It the name of 'a charming nyniph’ from sfune poetical 
mind. Others have cfllled it piirndise. We have selectetl 
fniiji authors of Jrniiortaiice certain apt retnnrks^ivliidi are 
(fiven in Appendix HI. 
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BUILDIITOS IN' THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OF THE TAJ. 

A'* the MiWjDonnell Vurk now fipi>cirt»in« to the Tiij 
«nd laid out on Rt«tni Khan's ot heaps of rum, 
it may not lie out of pW «« attach brief notiMS of the 
rihfices that once stood in the vicinity of the lordlj 

inoiiumcnt, -^nurT 

THE HOUSE OF ISLAM KHAK RUML 

TIjia btiilding litood mid-way iretween the fort und 
the Taj on the right or soutVicrii aide of the It 

was so large, so grancl, so lofty, and so splendtd, tlmt 
the story of it ia atiU told niuoug the [^ple, ihongh its 
:4tonS ct^aseillong ago. It was hmlt at great cost 
by M uqarnib Khtui, whose court name was Rub um Mian 
tr*. orLifinnlh'in the service of Nusain-ul-Midk of 
the Deccan In the fourth year of Shah Jaliau b rei^i 
he received 11 post of honour in tlie ito|ieria ^rvii^. 
Foi^y^ latS-the king gave him the o( 

Uustiini Klian>»nd further on iti the 2drd yenr of the 
! re!<’n the title of Firozjung was conferred on 

him Six after, Moqarmli Khan was lyadc h 

urovifletl wltli a double or treble TOraplement 
was sent to the Province of Kabul as Rovernor on the 
^ of Prince DaiuShikoh. In the engage- 

ri'nS” "umne "b »,ul D»n. at S«.no^rh i» <b. 

Tu" v^r oTsW. nnsn. h= tl.« -ul. » 

ills Ijenofnctor, anil b'«'''lr ‘Hf I!j* 

^ DamWa, Spib'- S'-M- A V (f»M 

»a. —^J^r^irawSlin"- 

away along with 

- I, S*lrtMvm.wW»u[l. PUHSii»M Bli*l', TV<-- »• 


r hhm iCfttirij a Turkish who h:iJ come to Indi/i 

t\nd settled iti the cnpit'iL When snbseqnetitlj’ 

the empire Itiio tlie ImndSf of tlie EogUi^ht the 

hiiildiog of ct)tfr^ l>ectime iheir property. For h time it 
rctuineii its iniigoificenoe. But it could fkOt escapa the 
mis Fortunes inchlcnt iipon fiiieli a revolution. It \vm 
Tieslectetl and eradtially became a hqnp of ruiiia. Parts 
td' the fmitous ibvellinj^^ irere still in e?cistenee till 1857. 

It had not l:>cen swept away when Cnrlleyle visited 
it in 187 He *'This building is now in a totally 
ruinous and lUkpidiitcd oondition^ only some of its towers 
and a portion of the empty shell of the walk l>eiTig now 
standing- Nevertheless, it is still decidetUy the largesti 
loFtiost, and noblest looking ruin idxatt Agm^ and well 
worthy of a Those renimnts al^K^^^oon di^appeiir^ 

etl, and tliero was nothing to Ijcaoen except an enorinoos 
of ruins. These mins continued to be the object 
of fM>puhu' interest till step* were taken by Government * 
ti* ] 111 VC tlicm roplacerl by a fine park. 

A poet alluding to tliem says, k nulla that 

ilsiMieiis of lightning make visible, were once etlificej^ 
which fancy took for pa luces in paradise, and which 
et|iiiilled no structure in the world. They were the resort 
of a worhi^' 

Fo the bad or gooil lurk of Ciic town successive in* 
roads of fa mine at the close of the last century s\vallow'e<l 
lip the ruin Si The flcbris wag rcmoveil by Ihc famished 
gsutgs of t]]c relief worksi which had been opened by a 
generous Goveramenc. A vas^t quantity of ancient silver 
coin is said to have been ext-avaterh But the loss has 
lieen ampk" eompensateil by au elcgiiUt park which hns 
l*rtn laid out by the iTO^'ernment of the United Pro 
vincea. It is called MacDonnell Parkt a name suggestetl 
by the iInnIci|Mil coiTJpration of the town in honor of 
riir Antony MaeDuiinell who then administered these 
Provinces. 

I. Areii^JcitrU**! arfMfcri, Vc»l! |¥, m by 
CtiiKlilfP^liftni, C. S, t,. ArvliiwxiJi^riil Suittcj cvf Indtih 




\Vg appcnil (IS a wqunl to tliie &tors' of the inulding 
the Umn\y nwiniiive of the builder. Hu>seiii *^1 Pasha, 
6011 of All Piishn. was Governor of Bosra. He rule<l 
some twelve j ears more during whieh he kept fncnJIy 
correspondence with the Kings of IlindtiBtpn aud aent 
them preaents. In the third year of his reign, Alarogir 
received frein Busra n letter of congratult|tion oouclicil 
in words of sincere friendship together with a pre^nt 
uf Meso,K>t.indsn horses. At length when 
lietween Husein and the tieoplc grew intolerable, the 
Turkish Government sent ^ nhya to super^e 1'™1 ^ 
then left tor Persia taking with liimKelf hw 
a few of his adherents. Finditig the «»untry imsuitable, 
however he now turned liis steps towards India, On 
i rareivohit the Moghal capital the hmperor sent him 
,i robe of honour with a imlanquin and a female 
that he might wait on His Moiesty m n way 
Ida dignity. Hopes of future fayoure were 
to him When he apprOLtched tsl nligihnnahad (ICi 0), nc 
”, “«i«J M ,1« I .hnuri G».3 l,y tl« A^. 

rd,r.m.l tl>3 Cb«nc»llor, AIM htan. He 

o he Emperor 11 ruby worth twenty-thou«ind rtipees 
t^n h« r^e- Tlie Emperer's gift in return consisted 

in 33.1,. d. 3 -nink offonj Ih^n, 

the title of Ulaio "I H"*’""' {S'""’ 

m*.ll furnished and well decoratevi and many tither thing... 
d .hrjtS.tooaclo« to tho nv« « htrso »W,.. 

eiven him to toobl. him to ^ 

;i,„ Vttuieror at the hitter's residence. Ills sreonu son 
All IW^rcceivcd tlie distinction of Khan and the rank 
i/fl^nri with oOO horse, iiometime after Hiiwm 

Hercuoutof 
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rjinm, n long way off fmtn tlie csifiihil, Ueomdllntlon 
was, liowever, brought atK>iit by the intertzesaioti of 
riii<Int-iil-inulk, Ixbun-Jiilinn Biihiulitr, Xiiyirn of the 
Decciin, and Husein, now called Isliito Khun, was* re 
storwl to \iU forjiier nmk and tlignity, Ui 10S7 A. H. 
(1IJ77 A. D,), the lOthymror the Kmperor’s reign, he 
luul to light ftguiiist the Foroed of AdSl Siiah mid the 
g^mdson oF Brihlol of Bijnpur. When the buttle wn,* 
now niging a luagn^ne blew op, and the elephant on 
which he wus ioiited getting frightened nished into the 
eiiemy'a milks. The ropes with which the Anirdtt was 
secured gave way. fslam Khnii and his non fell down 
and were kill^ on the siJot He was a man tjint would 
have done right loyal service, but for the audden 
mislMip. The brsive soldier had a poetiad genius also. 
The following is; a translation of a Persian ipiiirtette 
comijosod by hi in, 

I* Wc DHijned about forlorn for ii time, 

Asking for bread at the door of Providence j 
Destitute of means we carried u piece of the heart 
for a jtresent, 

To Carry favour with the dog of our fricnrl,'* 

On Isiaui Khan’s (reath Afrusiyab wiia treiitol more 
kiiidl}'. AiUlitiuiiiil ilistinctions were conferrerl on him* 
If!? hf^^diur, Muklitur lieg on his arrival at 

^ tipiHjinteii IJ'tJi Stnii with one hmidred horse, 

und //itr«ri with four hundred liorse. The proixsrty of 
the deceasfsl, consisting of three lacs of rupees and 
tn'enty thousand gold pieces, was given up to his ri“ 
[ircseii*ntivee. AFmsiyab and Mukhtar Beg continued ti> 
enjoy tile royal favour,and the latter was hoiioure<] with 
the iipix-lhitJoii of Nnwnaifih Khan.‘ 

the shrine op SAIYAIJ JALAL BUKHARI. 

\T 1^'**^**^ Jalal Bukhari was the son of Mir Siiiyad 
.iuliainriiad Buk hari Itbvi, a descendant of Shnh Aliun 
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in tlifl fifth remove. Phnb Altim whose nshes repose nt 
111 Ahmni^iLhad, was n disciple of Ins rather, 
Kutub. AlaTn, who was umndson of J^niyiid .Iiiliil, gene¬ 
rally allied Miiklnlum .hthnniim •Inhan-giiflht, which atg- 
iiifies lord of the world and roatner of the world. Kutul> 
A Inin in compliance with the wishes of his father and 
sjiiritual teacher, Shnli Mobanmiad, settled at Taboh, h 
siiiidl town about five miles from Ahinadaliiid. He diol 
in 14.^5 A. D. Ilia son Shah Alain W'ls biw Jn 141J, 
and died in "5 A, J>. 5lir Sniynd Mtihaininad IjeKidcii 
Iteing his father’s successor in the a postdate or spiritual 
teachership iviis a iirofoiind scholar and a virtuous in an 
-—an enlightened daricesh of itions resignation. His 
tninsliitioi) of the Koran ie noted for its accimicy and 
purity of diction, Jahtmgir wiis very kind to him and 
esteemed him highly. He took him w’ith him wlicri he 
went from Gujrat for a trip over the sen. Shah dnhaii 
went in person to see the Salyad t^iHcc. He found 
a verse in Persiivn by SwU from ivhicli the date of his 

birth can be ascertained aceordhig to the method well 
known to Oriental scholars. It has n touch of divine 
inspimtion that can be perceived only by a Muham- 
inadiin of pious feelings. 

Tlie verse is Jt-j Jl tjt-lJ »is—,»i ^ "I with the 
hnnd gra.i^ihng the skirt of the ollspring of the .Aixistle. 
He dicil in 1635 A, D* lUs tomb U«?s in a dome to^ the 
west of Shull Alam'b sepukhre at Ahinetlabad, Saiynd 
Miihaminad was sucecCfled by his son. Mir Sidynd .Jaliil 
flasan, who was like his father in character us well as 
in [lorson. He was n distinguished acbolnr nn*1 a mystic. 
He WLiH Ixirii in 1003 Hijri, A.I).), this cnti be 

■Induced from the expression J»*i “the heir of the 
fipostle.” ife came to Agra, in the beginning of Shah 

•hil inn's reign, SB his father had directed him. He was 

most honournhly and kindly treated hy the hmiieror. 
He th nil left Agra for a short visit to hk birth place, 
Tlie Emperor no^v forced him to accept the dignity of 


Cbiiliiir Hnmri and tlie Sndnraf of tlis> rsi<1iun 
vacated hy Maswi Klinn, Shortly* after lie raked 
to the Munsah of Shfish /fazari^ witli one thounnid 
horse* siiya the writer of Mans^irMil 

Umanij ^'wouhl have most prokihly Ijeen niised 
hifflier di^nitie^^ had he livftl longer/’ ffo died in the 
prime of his life in the year A.H,^ (I fj4r A D ) T!ir 
chitcoEhi^cleath uocordirijTto the Hijri em deduced from 
the plmisc *Vsiicces::or to Haifhir tlie 

mighty/^ HiA toiiih Wm on nn elevated ^|>ot hy the river 
side on the rond to the Tuj Malial. It is frctiiienteil by 
jiioua devotees as well as worldly men seckinj? for a 
blcs^iing Shiilijahfin thoiiglit very hi|;:lily of h\uu He 
ivoiihl not suffer him to be away from him at any time, 
Tlic Saiyad liad a nntiirfil a|)titiide for vcrsifiesition, [iij= 
[joettcal designation was 

Kawab Sammm-nd-daulo, i^Iiuh-Nawaz Khan^ the 
compiler of Mfuidr-til Uraara, tells iia that Mnlla SuH 
llassindninit ^vlio mme to India.from Persia and reslikal 
rK^nminently at AhmadaUid, tiuiglit Sfdyud pfrilab whom 
he dearly lovetL Tlie Sufi ivas also a ftoct. We tmiislatt- 
some verecs of lus t 

Kor tlirone nor signet^ King, can c^-er kst; 

Two yanJe of ^^roiind for thee ai'e luilloived fust ; 

Care not wlien thy c^jfferg are imfilled. 

They are refilled if famine's cries are stlllid/' 

Hfir Jaliil left two fionjs and one daughter. The eider, 
Pidyfid Jafar, wfia like liis father. He was the i^ajjada 
pashin OF official successor to Shah Alamk shrine, when 
Jalal o^Mpied the chair of the Saduttxi^. The yotinger, 
Kiz^i Klian Sniyad Ali, was made n I/tic/iri with t^vo 
liiindred horses at his father s death. In the 2Ut year 
of the Emperor R reign he was a p| join ted si 
with two hundred horse, and the folloudug year I^nrvey* 
or of the royal jewellery and Pamadi with fifty horn- 
Two ycar^ later ho W'ati Keej^er of the King'^ Ijbniry* 


it is now II f<iul wreck. Instcnd of being nti object to 
cluirm, it wears e gbnstly appeftranee. The platfortn 
itieciHures Q/jX-Hxii *>*1^ the stone on the tomb 
X X ^ S|. In the south of Snti Khaiinm » 
sepulclire there is only n hull (rt/wan), while in thenortli 
of this structure there ere two ehanibcre iin<l n hall still 
standing. ThiitikB to tlic British Governiiient, tlie two 
hiiildings have Iwen repaired ; snii the hall and chanihers 
of Sirhlndi's sejmlchi'e have had their piintinga rcstorcH 
ti> some extent. Thomas William Beale tells us that a 
garden was laid out by the Begam at Agra, but it exists 
no TPore.^ 

ANOTHER SEPULCHRE OUTSIDE THE TAJ 
MAHAL, EASTWARD. 


Ttiis building lies at ii short distance from tlieoai-terii 
gnto of the Taj. Tiike the two nrecniitnr buildings this 
fuia iilsf' an eiglu-sidetl vflriindnh, one side of whieh is 
Irtr', feet, with three arched litwrs : the whole vemtididi 
consisting of 34 stone arches. One side of the ociagfwud 
hall nieasnres feet Inside, hsich side has nii 


tirched-door filled in with a perforated seroen of stone, 
[n the middle is the tomb of tnarble. Its present state 

is-us pitiable as that of Sarhimli Bcganis tomb. This 

too has laien atrijtpcd of its valuable genifl. Hie pueoi 
platform round the tomb ia Ji 4 x I s and the tfifct* 
ur the upiwr piirt 25 x feet. 

The roof i« a dome. The building is Ix'lieved to 
Ikj the sepulchre of a lady-attendant of Mumtav, ^hihiil s. 


There is a grand iiiosttnc near the .sepulehre. 


!. Orirnifv) niagWfaiia] OSclIfliiriJj, T. W, U^lc, ji. IIKU 
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THE PATEHPTJRI HOSQIffi. 

This mosriue stumls on a splendid teimce, s short 
distance from the Muusoletim, opposite to tlie Dome 
of the Miitds*oP-Honor, It is n refl-atone edifice. The 
tcntnil arched door is very ivide with nn elevation of 
42i feet. On Ijotli sidia of it are halls, each Jjaviu^r 
three arches, 30j feet hiali. The whole mosfpie has 
twelve arches besides the central one. It is 130* by 
3S feet. The area under the roof conteins eeuUfon* 
congregation of 17(1. The middle portion is domed. 
The cupola is of nnl^tone, Ijeautifully constructed/ and 
like tliat of the Ta], surroimdetl with an octagonal 
terrace or platform, each side of which is 9i\ feet. The 
roof of the flanbiiig hall a is Hat. On the four comer, 
of the roof turrets arc erectetl. The court, which k 
,«vetl with stone, is Its eastern 

cxtrcmitieii are furnished with turrets. The building 
was once decked w'ith frescoes and paintings. Helow 
the mosque on the east there is a vermidah of eieveu 
arche.s with five chambm, on the south the verandah 
contains 7 archctl doora witli 3 cliambers. Opposite to 
this, on tlie north, tliere are seven iirclica and three 
chambers. The western side has only a wall. 

The Dorttera pillorj- nnd chn.,.beB ..ere et one tin,, 
ured l.y norkere in wrt,ho,„. P].le, 

of oiMeio wort wore n.„ouf.ot,.re<l for A. they 

h.y however in tl„ ,™j. n, the Tni noeightly, 

(overoment In.. „.„«j 

theelunthere tlwre is another vere„*.t north w„,b eon- 


r 
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tnmm); sewn urched tloor? utiel three inner rooms, flith 
rt well close by, These bclontf to the mosque and were 
built for the Imam or minister. From an entrs' 'n 
milnuscript which we have procoretl after hard search, 
we learn that this structure t^liiiid the inostjue cost 
Ue, 677*7*0. The sum i3 fippiirendy | tlie wiigeii of iht* 
workmen e^uplosed in rpirijng it. The inline h the csim 
witli the nmoant }mt down b^- ua m tlie coat of the 
innusoleum. In tlie mine in an u script the timount of 
lis. 2^1244-15-0 Inis been put down aa the totfd expend- 
iii] on the Fatchpuri liloaque* h may be here ohsen^ei] 
timt this bouse of Ood wea called after Fatelipuri 
Reganii anotlier wife of Shah Jahiiii^. She was n 
virtuous arul a pious Another mosque bfaring the 

?^aiue name was built by lier^df ut DelhL^ The latter 
still and h m good condition. We are jjrriteful 

Lord Curzon whose kind attention hiis restorec! It to itii 
origmal state. 

THE RESTING PLA.CE OF THE MAIDS-OF-HONOE. 

Opposite the Fatehpuri and to the north of it is the 
Ossuary of the Jlaids'of-Honor. It stands in the 
iiiidille of an elevatepi tiquiire measuriDg loG feet. The 
Muqbum has sides of wiual length 9 feet^ 8 inefae^ 
inwards. There are but two plain tombs iu the centre 
of the buildihi^^ bulk of marble, and without an epitaph 
or date. The large tomb measLires x 2^ x 2 feet^ 
and the siimller 4j;*^ x 2i J x 2 feet# We have rummaged 
the records to diBcover who these beings %Tcre that 


L, Ct, Onentat DtcUoruiCir. p.liS. 
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repose here but in vnin. We then inquired of those 
ver:^ in written histories nnd folk-lore, hut the infoniui- 
tion which they Eft%*c was-mdistinet find giltbnJed no 
cluG to the object of our aearch. It can only he said 
that in all probability they were the personal iitteiulnnts 
of MumtiiK Maluii. The height of the building to the 
rtiof ia 24j feet The cujKila o£ the dome is turnip- 
htuiped and is made of red^stone, its platform is octagonal, 
each division being feet. 'I’hc edifice was in a bad 
mtidition. The screena of the archtxl door-^mys ns well 
ns the tloor had been greatly injured. They have aiuci* 
been rcnailred by Government at groit cost. The red- 
stone screens have been ^csto^e^.l, and the floor redaid. 
The corner turrets have nUo rc-appeared, mid the court¬ 
yard has been paved anew ivith stone. TJie building 
looks quite new now. There are vemndalisand cluimbers 
to the south, facing those of the Tiitchpnri ino«jue and 
also to the east. In the middle of the south side then- 
is astiUT-casc,ftTid on cither side of it a reil-stoiie vemndah 
isontainiug 18 arched dtx)rs of stone and 10 cliamberH. 
The ehamlicrs and verandahs were, nt one time, occupied 
by sculptors and workers in mosaic but they bive aiticc 
lia<l to vacate. There is also a venindah to the east 
with nrchcfl doors twenty-one in number. 

Wc liave now sjiokcn of the mounmeutii atleiigth- 
^ We aludl now deal with the c^^pen^s 

incurred in the erection of the several 
structures referred to above* V\*e slmll also refer to die 
period the several parts took to complete. Mulln Abdul 
lininid Lahori concludes his account of the Taj with 


the Foliowmg worili- s— 

‘*The cost of builditig tho^seveml cJifices which arn 
ilchillotl jibove, and which vcpto completcil in 
tweKe yoira under the iaioii of Makmmat Kimti 

ami Mir Abdul Karmi, mnoimtcd to fifty Ihcb of 

Froiij tlua it would appear tluit the total ex|>etidittin* 
on the the Jih^khana^the two Khaf^us^punu^ the 
/yazars juiii the four inn^j anioiijitofi only to aOiOO^OOU 
rupees. This^ however^ is wholly incretliblc* Flut the 
Bfidsbali Nama from which the iilaive qiiobtioii hi\^ 
been Uikcu heur^ the of Shah •Tithaii aiitl 

ctiiimot tliercfore l>e rejected as unreUable^ W'liat the 
historian really mean^ hy '^^exix*nditure^' CEinriot iiow ht 
known. One niiglit roughly estimate thc_ eo^it oF this 
?ituiH‘udoue monument by rellectiog for ii moiiietit ii|a.ni 
tlie wordsj **1111111 at n cost of three Enso^bef 1 nljove 

the entrance to the Moti Musjid in the Agra Fort. The 
l>uildiiig itHolf oQuld tel! \m that the expression, “cost 
three kesj"" means aometbing eliie than wliat it is 
generally understood to signify. The sum stilted is ttx* 
iHinaU to have rni«e<l a grand building like the iloti 
Miiaiid widch is consideml by Dr, Himier, in Ids liidkii 
hhnpirei as tlie best of Its kind in the world, Tlie fact 
is tluit the iiiriount siiecilied in both cases denotes, in all 
prolisibility, the ciiuiv alent of what was pnld to the work- 
tnen and the lalx>urers and cut of which uiiseellimtoiis 
I jetty charges were met* The vdutihle tiinl>er and gems 

li fitflidiiliA-h Xnmci^ VDiT, |L 
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hcLn I ''^eiiioir>,i {TiiiiuH-JaI)ni,;;Iri\ „t U 
Mine m,y ,ll r,<,«-»..|„j*. )„ .j„ 

■« '«= B™ lnT4. ™r I'm 

iibe .my one of thf. - ^ '“tourers. An eilife 

prototypes rn tfir ^li i* ' spent on ira 

^Wge.,provj<ie.nn ““‘i mi^elkneo,,. 

"ll-t. yriich 1„. f„rt,.n«ttly „„„ * • “ 7""^^ 

■ "f™l by ,k RoO.Lj.,'”'T k ‘ ^ I““l 

•'umei to ncarlv H t i {^e 
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(tisitjmi to vouch for The* not, of courfie, in n 
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inrorjmitlon of the ctirioufi 


o' 


'C 

Hi 

Iteu. 

Amoant. 

1 

Supplied by the St&te Office, ... 

Rs. 

97,^5,926 

A. 

3 

P. 

0 

2 

Supplied by the State Treuiiry of the 
Province of Agra, ... 

63,ei,116 

7 

0 

3 

Cost of the nicHHjne, the reacrvair^the 
coart, anil the kedns, 

a,23,321 

7 

0 

4 

Thy foiir aod 

Bl,77.fi74 

7 

0 

5 

TJia Tawh (tipper imti of Lhe tgmb) 
with mo^iC, 

B3,811 

2 

0 

6 

Tlie J^uza 

B3.45,m 

10 

0 

7 1 

Cost oftba Tawiz oo Shah JAhaD^s tomb, 

19,794 

4 

0 

& 

„ PI on Mumtas^ MAhATe „ 

43.622 

4 

0 

9 

Uppar Tam^ inside the large dome 
witbm tht* enctoflure, 

56,152 10 

0 

10 

Tite CAi^etn undergroimi], 

22,990 10 

0 

11 

The tomb of Shah JahAninthecATern, 

19,691 

9 

0 

12 

Gate of onyr with mosaics ULiidgeiiia, 

21,482 

10 

0 

13 

The net“Work eacLoHnre^ ono of sliver 
and the other of gold^ for the celZ^ 

45,687 14 

0 

14 

Marble screeu with ite idobaics, ... ! 

1 4,68,853 

3 

0 

15 

Sandal doors for the halJ of mirrors, 

45,245 

6 

0 



















so 


d 

S 

Sh 

QQ 

Item. 

•ir 

Atnonnt^ 

4 

16 

BttusA doora for the minaroto of Kmn- 
iAZ^A thr»e to 

Ks. A, P, 

' 23,937 s 0 

17 

Ebonj-doorfi of the haU of ojirrora 

43.413 10 0 

18 

Brasa-chaina,,, 

73,213 14 0 

19 

Congregation hall with reaorroir anil 
court aud kalet^cs ^ 

8.45.015 6 0 

20 

Turrots, cnatward by the Jamna with 
rootiis towards the mansioii of 
Akah Khan, 

i 

1.45,303 e 0 

21 

Torrata, westward by the river with 
rooms towards the Basui Ghat ... 

1.65,427 6 0 

22 

1 

7urrotS| westward of the iar^e well 
with rooms of red-stone. 

*^1,42,510 2 0 

23 

Middle tower of the bafcony with the 

*** -H-l 

m 

1,13.913 14 0 

24 

East tower with rod-gate, 

1,43,545 12 0 

23 

Soath-weet tower with rod-gate, ... 

1.82,639 11 0 

26 1 

East wall of the garden of Mamiaa's 

52,675 1-3 0 

27 

Weat wall, ... _ _ 1 

58,777 13 0 

28 

South wall, ... 

87.885 f2 0 

29 

Iforth wall (Jamna side), ^ 

1 1,22,212 12 0 
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i'aij iid Muhinniiinfl, tinijud Mnliinutl, iiiii] AtnUiI Xnbi, 
11 mere cliikl. The* firit two rtiCoivwl the ntnk of iJniari 
with oiie thoii&nml Irorse, nntt tlie tltird of 

^ An iutt of tlic Klran^H if* still to Ixs Eceii nt ti wnlior. 
It jts iti ji mined condition. Notliins of it* former 
sidciidcinr ramnimi cxceiit the gutc. It Uciilied after die 
buiiMer, .Some two Imndreci y^irdrt off, there is also n 
*nos(nic called after the Khnn. Its eastern wiill Ixjars the 
following I'ersCH in Persinti :■— 

i yj^asuiLi ^■'^T -*• 

ijjrf’* I jjj? 

“This mosque bouiine in Sluili .Tuhni/s time 
The sjjring of blessings, the idiici* where Iiclief is 
luatiifcflteil. 

The builder of the inoia|tte is Xasiri Khan, 

A serrnnt of the rellifioiis, hiiinhle and true. 

When its dale was Intnlght ont," 

“Tlic lieavcns looked on the earth withsiiriirise.'* 
hroin the last line the date of its crt?ction con 1 m; 
nseertained according to the well known formula current 
in Peiviiim literature. 

On the southern wall are to be seen the follo^ving 
verses of the ijame descrijitiou 

4i|ki 

I tLttj ^.tlx |l 

“In the reign of the Enujerar Shah Jahnu 
This inositue like Piirsidise was built 
fiy Xtisiri Khun, son of Khan Diuimn, 

Young, manly, and fortunate. 

\\ hen its <hite was sought bj my inventive geiviu?, ’ 

A voice cried out “Here Is grticc and [Hince.” 


I. ltanjir-iil-L'j.Mn. Vot: J, jiii. 7W-7M. 
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Age hfis fliecoloiirwl the building. Tt loots dtirk oml 
gloomy. A lightning stroke hns throw n tlow'U the rooF^ 
but the W'iiils fire bUII »t:in<liiig with their beAntlFul 
turrets. In the court Ix'forr; tlie iiiostiiie tlicre is a Isrge 
nrtilicinl foimtitin. The court tind the fotJUtnm both arc 
cliokc<I with the fragments nrul stones belonging to the 
aitrhcs and the halls. On one aide of the foilntain there 
are aet'eriil tom ha, one of which looks grander than the 
re“t. .Most prohalily the mnttiiis of tlie distinguiahed 
K.lnin lie beneath tlie Inter, All tiie tombs are without 
eiiitnplis. A stone at the h«id of one, however, contains 
the holy KaHmti or the Hrat formula of the Molinm- 
mndan faith engraved in relief, hut the letters are so 
worn out that they can only be inailc out with great 
dithculty. 

Some villagea are said to Iwivc been act apart for the 
expenses of the mosque. It once had a garden attaclied 
to it, but pcrpctnal autumn reigns there now. At a 
sliort distance from it there are a couple of graves 
besides the small cemetery just spoken of : the masonry 
enclosure of these only is left. Tradition says they lielong 
to certain princesses. The ornaments on the walls are 
curious, 

^ To the cast of the Taj Maliul and near the shrine of 
Siiiymd Ahmad Thikhnri there is an old dvvelling. The 
gate is out of rcjiair. ' In the north-west there is a tower 
three storlea high, on the etlg© of the stream. It com¬ 
mands a pl^‘.ant view. It is now occupied hy a Tannery, 
anif idtcrations had of course t6 l>c made here and there 
to Suit the Use to wliich the building was converted. 
The iiiidergroiind diamlier is not now what it must 
have^been. The Archaeologicnl dopurtment should look 
into it and take the building under its charge. 
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GARDENS AND OTHER BUILD INGS- 
We ftholl now dc^cril>e tlio whicli cxi^^ted in 

tVie tvtiite the Megbul period of ladisLn 

hi Stores uml tlie buildiiiji^ thfit Ue on tiic other Bide of 
dLimnuovern^'^iinst; theiiLuuEK)ki 3 nvkkin Aktii'^jf^irde]i;r 
Sind Uumi Klnin'a Dwelling, Thi.s \rill iielp the ri^ider 
to draw to hk iiiiinrs eye 3 i picture of the ^jeencfc^ on 
either side of tlie strimni und to fx)ntms?t the |Mk&t with 
the pre-seut, 

AOHANAK GARDEN. 

This pirden is sittiaiod iieiir Niinliid^ about n mile ^ 
east from the Ghjir Bugh und to the north of the JmniiiL. 
This old ifiLfden is Pupi>oi^ed to have been Gri^dnully 
limited in Ihiher's reign. The walls eiicSosing h jirti 
7*4 by 7M feeu There stood Ixdore n tower ht aidi 
corner* find a wtutely gate ^nve entriince to it. In the 
middle of the southern will along the river Imnfc, there 
\yii 5 L n fine liiiildiug lOU feet long and 77i feet hrondt 
That is no Uiore. Tlicre "wiis close by n landing jdiice 
with a plat for in by 41 feet* Tlit garkn hiul o goo<Ily 
hnll, 2i> feet Hquare in the tutddle, and about SlJH feet 
removed from the Iniilding jaiit mentioneiL The hull 
(Towned with u IjeavitlFnl dome* The t=!astorn^ imd 
the western walls conbvined biindiugB as wxdl, they 
were reetiingular in fortn. All of them have disappoifiai* 
Tlie viistiges to Ije ftoen here and there te&tify to what 
they once must have been, 

Tlie origin of tlie n'ame Achannt cannot l>e discover- 
Oth It Is conjectured by some that Achaiiak Beyam was a 
princess in the time of Bjibsir and that tlie gsirden was 
ailleil after her, for she d^velt in it. Others are againet 
this^ tlieory* They think that it was Uie ^sidencc of 
Babur himself anil of Hniimyiin, his son* The ar«i to 
the cast of the Jiimnu being too thickly peoplceb these 
t\vo emperors chose to have their <Wcllings on thb sule 
of the stream. Tlie royal mansions were hmlt in the 
neighbDLirhood of the villager of Knelipnm and. ftunhai. 
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^foiintls of mrth fire Ktill to be? seen wliicri Iielp to 
loaittc tlior^e sitei=. \Vi? a re unable to fiii<I out when 
AcliJinufc fjiirden j^kriteil or ita bniblingii ercctol. 
Itfl loofitiooj however, in the viiinity of the royjii ^irtlcn 
of Char nofl the mofiiLnes of Ihil^nr and Himmyiin^ 
f^lvca iis j^roimd to thinh tlmt it was laid ont by one or 
other of them* As to the origin of the name we 
totally in tlie fhirk, nlthoijgh Mr. HejL)e3 tella m tlint 
Aehanak Begam wjiff a lewd woinnij with whom Aktmr 
had iinkvTful cDoneetions i>iit he does not tiuote or refer 
to any fuithority for such a simitisc*^ In Akbar^H time 
the west aide of the rivTr was very poijuloiis^. The 
sandstone fort^ the fioirse^of the nobler and the conrt- 
iersj And their splendkl gjirdens, were idl hnilt and 
plantol on tljjit Ilfid Ac! 3 an at Ijccn a fnTonrlte of 

Aklsar, she^ too, would have iiad her ^rrirden Intel out In 
tiie quarter where her supposed lover and his granilees 
had their dwelliners and pleasure-grounds. 

The npnee between the Acbtmak garden und the Clinr 
Bngh is occupicN:! hf a cemetery on raised ground. The 
npt>er jiart of the graves is mostly made of red stone, 
and some have insetiptions on the tomb^stones Wring 
dates which indicate the a go of the cenietc^ryp ifome of 
the graves belong to the times of ^ikundur fjotli and 
Ibnihim Lodi, We give here some of ttic inscriptions. 

(Tlie first tomb,) 

A new flower bloomed— 

I sta dnjfikj Jamadi ILj A, FT. (1509 A. B.}, 

It is not know'n w ho thh Usta Jiijnk was*. Tlie rlute, 
0M A. ir, (1509 A. D,), however, shows thiit the man 
HvckI in the reign of Sikundar Lodi, 

(The second tomb,) 

On the sidesj right and left, are engravcil four verses 
in Persian expressing wrrow For the dead. 


1 BLAle'i IlJogmSKliial DictlQiun^fp p, 
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f U?)^ 

jji> '3 #j4jS lil-l 

}^ * j £^ j L^ j...ji a } sT 

•>1^ JH-* iiH* »'* 

" ^lic r>Hi1oTnel gi'levftfi (ind writlml writh fwitn, 

Tile Breeze was extremely rlistiirljod wJtli Bhiime, 

“ Alns I nwey fixjiii tlie jealous eye of the sun and 
t];e moon, 

“ My nreh-liriHvod (Inrlinj? betook hmisclf to die vault/’ 

The vt'rseii jitripiieil of tlieir fipiirfs’' simply mean 
that tin- dofid was a younfi' perfion adorned ivith external 
find mternal erjieej, of uliom even the sun tmcl iLe moon 
were jealous, and wlioae death was imivcrfially famentetl. 
1 lie idcti le (he same ns that tersely expressed in 

“Those whom the gods love die young-” 

Head side : 

“ Hift will lie done/’ 

Opposite to this : “ Shah >rnhammnd, son of Siiltan 
^fnhniud, (died) in 95!d A, H. (1514 A, DA. 

Tlie name indicates that tlie dead belonged to the 
royal family, and that he died in the time of Thruhiin 
Lodi. 

(The third tomi'-) 

The sides contain the Ayn^-«/-AVsf, which is a verse 
in thc'SnJ part of Koran. 

Head side : The holy creeds 

“ There is no God hot Allah, ned Muhammad is llis 
apostle,” 

On the opposite side there are written four verses 
■^n Persian signifyins tliat that dower of flic garden of 
Iwmty betook itself to dannat in 941 A. li. (lo34A_.D.) 
This date shows that the yontb died in Himiuyun s time. 

(The fourth tomb.) 

Head side i The Great Alliih, *Ai| 


no 


Foot side i the dfite of <1(!ath of the innocent Stid Begi, 
dimghtcr of Usti\ GhnlHin Ali mnson, 945 A. H. (1538 
A. D.). 

There are many other graves besides, tliat nppear to 
hclotig to the time of the LcKlis imd the Kirly .MoglniU. 

MAHTA6 BAOH. 

This garden lies to the soittli-cast of Kftclioiim villnge 
opposite the niausolem, It was foriuerly surrounded 
by a wait facing the river having a tovver at each end. 
One of the towers still exists at the soutit-east corner of 
the garden. It is eight-sided with u diagonal of 28^ feet, 
T^ic garden was four-sided, each side measuring aiwut 
975 feet. It is now waste, und given up to cultivation. 
Hifitoriups are unanimous in saying that ir was planted 
by Shah dalian who had contemplated to biuld for him¬ 
self o tiiau^^olcnm simitar to one he hud erected to the 
memory of his dnrling queen, and to connect the two hy a 
strong ttu^rhlc bridge. The dissensions iiniong his sonsand 
his own loss of liberty fnistratetl this happy design, and 
he died a disap[)ointed man. Had the pkn he had con¬ 
ceived been carried out, tlie two together connected by a 
ninrhlc bridge would have prescutcii a dinim of the 
Fairy land. 

We learn from Major-General A. Cunningham*! 
Archwologictil Report-s (Voh'”ie IV' of IS71 - 72,pp. I>{0-S3) 
that some of the bvtildings had already been erected in the 
inclosed area of the garden. Nothing however remains 
of them in our daj-s. The good and the valnalde stones 
were cither sold or were sent away to Decg or Hbarattair. 
Ascertaining from the plan and site of the buildings now 
level with tlie groiiud or lying in heaps of ruin, Mr, 
Carllcyle liiis nicely calculated in his reports that found¬ 
ations had been laitl in the Mahtab Bagli for the erection 
of a monument in the midst, hanktal by n mosque on 
the w'est iind a Pmyer-cloistcr for prayer on the east, 
like the mausoleum of Muoitaz Mahal, Outsirle tlie 
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lliigli tiicre is^ fi lsl^^?c foiiiitnin of \Viildr wo^twarfl:?, 
tweU^G fet^t disljitit (rorn it^ on a tiniiionry terriicc. There 
comes then si row of no le^is than nine wcli?ijncsir to wliicii 
tnices of w[itGr*coiir3es and :ire to be Heeuto the 

present 

HUMAYUK'S MOSQTTE. 

This mosque is situiited in Kech|mni vtliage between 
Clinr Bns^h find Malitiib Ba^h. It was built under the 
siiiwrvision of ^laiilnnsi SJieikh Zen-iid-diii KlnvuH in 
1*^7 A. il. {1530 IK)- Ahliongh the bulbbngs of 
Bulmr’s imd IlimiJiytin's time luive been "uneiTtlly i^wept 
iiivny^ this mosqtie has foruirifiteb' escniXiJ desolittion* 
Tt is of course out of repair, and is likely to crumble siwuy 
little by little. 

The middle arch of the mo&qne h very wide and 
high, and is aip|ied with a dome. It is flauketl with a 
dcmble row of hsills—there being four arches in the 
northern direction and as many in the southern and all 
furnished wit h domes wdiichare smaller and high than 
the middre one. The mosque is 93 feet lonir ahd 35 feet 
broad- On a slab in the recesa near the iiulpit is inserd^d 
the following Tersian stanra :— 

)JLe 4pJtj ^ *4^ 

Its cquivsdent in aensc is:— 

*' M n I Him I I lad H n may ii n, K i ng of tl i e cloiujii ions of I 'altl i, 
“Whom to esteem is an honour to heaven, 

“By his gracious and noble mandate 
Tills blKi^ae[i Hoor nnd roof was jirejmreiK 
^■"The date of comidetion can be deduced from this Hii-^, 
“King of the dondnions of the religion, ilnliamiimd 
Hiimnyttn/* j * 

“Compo-sed and written hy Shahuli Muitinnii, Hoil 
forgive him.“ 
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Tlicliiftt line, i. a*®*.* iA nccord- 

ing to tho <thji%d Formuk, gives tlu* diite !);i7 A. H, 
{1.^30 A. D.). The Northern well of the niiiMle ureli bud 
nlso (in inijcrliition;, but the sbib ou ivliich it eitgruv' 
ed k gone. 

The inscription on the Southern ivull, n Persian 
quartette, is notetl l^eloiv.:— 

t-i’-t* **^1) ) — iLli *fi*l 

W'e give II tmnslation of it id so. 

“This house is spotless like the heart of ii Sufi ; 

“To deny tiiia would he unjust ( 

“When it got completed by the exertions of zen 
Kliwall, ' 

“The date eatne out “from the labour of Zcn-ul- 
Khwiifih*^ 

“Composed and written by Shahiib,” 

Tlie words give tbe date 

9:17 A. H. (15311 A. TJ.). 

Thelnscrijjtion shows that Manhuiu Sbalitib Muimmai 
conipos&l nnd wrote the verses. 

The mosque w,iis in n very Imd condition. TJie local 
authorities have, however, wived It from iihsoiiUe destruc¬ 
tion. 

-« 

Formerly the Archaelogical dejairtiiicnt allotted 
funds for the rej>{tirs of monuments in their eharge and 
the P, D. executed the cpnseri'ritioii work for that 
deiKirtninnt. It is only since last j'car that t](c Archaeo- 
logicul deparmctit have begun to conserve their monu¬ 
ments themielveg and the amounc si>ent on Humayun’s ' 
mosque ^ras Rs. only. 

In the neighbour!lood of Humayunk mosque there 
wa.s a school nnd 11 monastery establislietl by Miuilutin 
Dlieikli Aen-ud-din Khwafi. The former hae disappeared 


Tlie latter some tnicti?5 kh of it. To the eiist of 
tile niosc^iie there uro on el pjntform, now on » level witli 
the sitrroiirnliii*j liinrl, n ntiinlier of j^mves of red stone 
thiit ET>ntniri the reinnins of emment men of ]ettei*s and 
of S4iints of the Hr^t two ^[oghiiii e!iii>eror&^ time. The 
yoy n^; children of the royal family nho He Mnulnna 
iihefkii Zeii-ytl—din l{hivah\ ivho snperintendetf the 
ert'ctioii oF the Msisjid of liuEiinyim iiml the 

two chnriDible insiritiitioiis jutjt mentioned, is buried in 
the rnim eiidostire* Tlie iinthor of Xhmhikhib-iil- 
Tiiwarikh isptyik!? of himn^Eiinmi ficcompiLshed in Pillar 
risa well spirittnil iitniinments. lie was fatnilmr with 
Till the bnnichejj of Persian liteniture, tfe wus an ex* 
eelknt writer iKith of Pro^e and Ver?*?, His jioeticail 
name was Wafai^^ Some verses of \m corniJosition are 
noted below * 

3^v— ‘Xw f* 

ijU ^ 

Grief lias overwhelmed mo nriEl left me helpless ; 

Loiieinjj is intoiwe for thee ; 

I mu in a wretolioEi idigbt ; 

Without thee t can do neither this nor tliat^”* 

The chief Ijeaiity of the verwea lies in the I an gauge. 
A tranislation cannot express it sufRciently. There esn 
lie no origtuiilHy in the liittef to strike an English rearEer. 

Tliere Is unotlier quEirtctte of Ins of the same nature, 

Ujf ^‘«sp55 yz^Ui.U ujijf JJjH 

"Thou Fiinnesta>vuy from me to my rivals j 

What have I done? wliat have you seen, what 
have yo u heard, of me? _ 

U MnniilihJb lij iWnS IjAiIir, |»4 4Tl* X^'. I 

2. inu fP-'in-tTi. ■ 
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To entry away my In-jirt cruelty wjiw nmllc&s; 

T couM give it away of my own free will, if you 
wanted it,” 

JaJ j 

”.My verse," says he, original or borrowed, «in lie 
iinclerstood only by Mnulnna liaFftn, wbo ia verKod in 
tdiilotsophy and in all religioiH learning," Hia transk- 
tion of Ikhar’fi Keniiniseeneea is remarkiible for ltd 
loftiness of diction. He died in 941? A. fl., corrcsixsin]- 
ing wltli A. [). 

^Taiikna Shahab'iid flin wlio wrote tlie inscription 
in the Mosque of Hiirnnytin sleeps in the same cemoterj'. 
He dime to India with Biiharwhomade him bis courtier. 
He Wfli an cxoeUetit Bchobir in allegory, A treatise on 
the principles of allegory was (lc<1icated to Humnyiin by 
him. The emperor appreciated the work at its propiT 
Value and sent the author a handsome reward acconi* 
lainied with a quartette in Persian commending Ins 
raertfci 

JiijJ '-rf* iSl^^ 

*^11^ r-!fj ;f fi't i »* 

" Thy name is blazed fniiii A|ntn to Anxliia (from 
pole to pole}; 

Thy work cheers up the sad heart, 

Men acquire fame by (works on) Allegory, 

\\ Allegory ncquifcB Ftiiiie'by 

The poet di^I in 942 A. 11., (1535 A, D,), while 
Hiimayun was still alive, AkUwand Mir, the conipiier 
of Habib-«s-Si»r, brought out the date of his death 
from the words v-JULrf “a meteor."^ 

The ashes of ^faniana Ab-ul-Wajid also repose in 
that holy groun d. The ^iaulnna was a dnrjces/t at heart 

T*l; ), Iinrj Munt*fehft,,q.l.T*w»rikli 





iiml WHS noted for hii! eloquence. Tliis good m:tn snd 
Sheikh Zen-iifl-din Kliwafi ciime together to Agra from 
Kabul. Until left the world in the sHiifie yenr iin*! both 
iiileei> in the same goivc-yurd. Mniilana Alulul Kadir 
miyji thsit he /Mmilaua Ah-iil-WaJid), was buried in the 
cloister of Sheikh Zen-tid-din ut Agra. His (loetic desig* 
niicion rjirglii. The following i» one of his couplets. 
It contains the trite allusion to the oppressive indiJfer* 
cnee shown by ii sweetheart to her lover. 

1. i li «* <—f.u| jljf tA^ J| 

“ Though that oppressor is too cruel. 

Yet u little kindness from her is w-orth niucli.” 

He died in m A. H. (1533 A. D.).* 

This rctnnrktdde necroimlis contiiins the alwde of 
Kliwnja All, son of Khwaja Moin-nd-din Ah mud, who 
took Jiis liiat sleep in the year &50 of the Hijri era, 
{1549 A. D.) 

iionie of the martyrs also are interred in it. Their 
names are unfortunately oblitemted. The Persian verses 
on the tombs tell iis something about them. One of 
them has the following inBcriptiou t— 

^ kijotjl p Xm j •'T“ 

L( lijA. lyfjl ki)ijV|— 

‘‘Hying for his God he departed to paradise, 

For He willed it so, and when martyrdom 
Sought for the date of hia deiiartiire ; 

Wisdom cried out, “ he was a true sacrifice.” 

Tn addition to tliose already mentioned there are 
*>thcr graves, some of w'hich bear pathetic *^3 

PeraiHn and some t&nt of the Koran, 
atid tlie sflcret) Jiames of tlie Supreme Boiitg, tnc holy 
creed xxnd bo forth. The Tomb of a young per^ion is 


1, AIi 4 Dt»tbib abT*iirfrliti bjf BadiWiii, t> VwJ 
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ndornott lyitli cxjuplots, ptirtly obit tern twl, are 

too toDching to Im* oiitlttcd. Tliey nre ns Follows:— 

r- . 

il^jbiiL^'f 

“A blossom newly blovvij wns plucltefl awfiy. 

The stem on which it grew* \7iis left e tiKjiitiiiig; 

A tliousiind sighs on broken honrts, nh ! Iny, 

A tlioiisanri souls were enchnincfl to groaning.” 

There is no iHirml-gronnd at Agm or in its suburbs 
60 miaembic comlitioniHl as this of Kachpimi. The 
nistits of village aotl the tnivellers tliiit ptiss !jy it resort 
to it for inirfioses of nature. 

Our wannest thanks arc due to the Snrpreme GciVL*rn- 
generously .saved the histone biitldings 
of the Moglinl i»priod from destruction. There is one, 
however, the Mos(]rieof Hiimaynn, the only memorial 
left here of that monnroh, that roniains to Ik* luotod after. 
It IS in a state of decay and, if it remains out of reimirs 

iiiuch longer, will certainly be reducetl to n more liton 
or rums. * 

4 * 
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Appendix IT. 

e pieces of vftUtable precious stones ^nt to Slmlr 
rts pi'esents hy different NawaW and 1lajn.s 

I building are detaile^J in the tiible giren below • — 
TABLE. 
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pBOrtfimlc view ol Itie Tai with lU and Jamaat khnna from the nver-front. 
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Appendix HI. 

Op in Ions of weH-known au^tliors and writers 
about the Taj. 

!. ‘Shuh julrtii Ittnwclf has written th« followms 

in PurhMfln in lionoiiT of the rooiinineiitt Tbw it* 

]K>lUhe<it dejifflnt Bhd t:hRstfl+ 

11 jj'jl L-Jt| 

tJtj, 3^ i 

1^ ^ ^ u Uft 1*3 ^ 

yx^ 

\Kki tl iji^- w ^ ^ ^ fr^ 

_y,^3 h ijr*'^ 

All BttempHiaH bisijn lu the foUowhn; to tix* 

press tbtt royftl writer's ’hI«!el in blnnk verHS I — 

Udw ascellent tUo aepakhre of tlia Ihdy of Bilqis'^t^* faine 
That a OF&dIa for the bo<iy of ths FrLoceaa of the world became. 

Lika the gar Jen of heavoo & brSUlEmt spot, 

Full of fragrance like paradise fraiight with ambergris. 


J.4I ^lUJ 


• EiitilLf WAB A qii^ia o« lh« rltj of !«iii* la V^iailMi Iei lb« tjnw »< 
tJic PfmaLitt. SI 19 waft fiUiirtH'* hvt boiiitj ^bd ir» a trt-wi^iiJrwer- 
ArtferdlnK ro Oie 1rt(wsi«ifl4a writeti, kiiI her inriting 

ID remrtia« th« fnisb. oI her An«eiiori imhn^ Tl« U-I^a 

Ih^ htl<sr thTr»ijfl. H hM|Pi>i MM ^fliSdl ac1«1 a* a nK^^nfrer Tlw 
DT*iefltid Iwf^clf totht Fro|riaflt au 4 bw*fii« " '^7^ ^^ **** 

1^109 ihA<»i^i*in 9 pf Et./rf^pbeT. HAiii, the 

liAi Hid wUa refereMi thy* racMjjti of licnj^ **** * 


ilj ti' 


U- 


H* jl 7** 


L*I^ -* 


HaU mind ! fororaw mn'® blinrn tli« nii.TnlPt! hrtrt ; 

Urn boopDO f«ai the CitJ «t I** l«K lif f* l’»tt}' '■'l<H*' 
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Id the brea^Ith of its court pcrfiimea from the nose-gay 
of fiweot-hoaTt rise, 

Tlio Dj in pits of paradise uso their eye-lids for ^sledning ibi 
threshold* 

Its walls and gates glitter with geniSs _ ^ * 

The air is there freak and delightful like the brillifluoy of 
pearl* 

The architeet of thia sacred edifice 

Brought water for it from tU? fountam of grace. 

On this sacred edifice of high renown 
Showers of mercy are ever pouring. 

Should guilty seek asyinm here, 

Like one pardoned, he becomes Free from sin* 

Should a sinner niAke his w^ay to this mansion, 

All his paat sins are sura to be washed sway* 

The sight of this mansion ereates sorrowing si|jhs 
And makes suti and moon shed tears from their eyes* 

In this world this edifice has been made 
To display thereby the Creator's glory* 

2. Hih Royal Highness Albert Edward* Prince of 
Wales ren^arksi— 

'^Most writers who have tried their hands at adescrip- 
tioa of the Taj set out with the admission that it is imleecrib- 
able, and then ** procwi to give aome idea" of it. 1 do not 
know how many of the fair ladies present agreed with 
Golonal Sloenian'e wile, who said to him, cannot criticise, 
but 1 can tell you whatl feel, I would die to-morrow to havo 
sudi a tomb/' Holy and profane men, poeEiS, prosera and 
practical people all write of the Taj in the same strain. 
"Too pure, too holy to be the work of humain hands3” — 
poem in marblHj"^'^the sigh of a broken heart 
** poetic marble arrayed m enterna I glory r—"'the inspi ra¬ 
tion ia from heaven—the execution worthy of itT But the 
Taj with 7000 spectators—7000 pcsople who came to look at 
the Prince of Walea looking at the Taj \ Well, it played ita 
part to perfection."! 

&* The buildingB at new Delhi and Agra, which are 
still the admiration of tho world and w^hich necessitated the 
imposition of no taxes or tfie use of oppressive measurea, 

I* The Prinee a( Wdw Taur by ^VUltflia Kuwait) UtHKftot 44 ^ 1431. 
ClE&jitQf XJj IS77*— 
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wera orectad under Sliah Jahan 9 par^ODAl «itperbtondenca. 
The Taj Mahal at the mau^olb^diiL of the Eaipreas 

Ihlutntaz Mahal built of mar bis aoU inlaid with procioua 
sliOdes ia, aay^ Dr. Fopo/Mii aolemn briJIfanod UDsurpaas^J 
by aDV hdfiian oroctioo " and wag his moat famous work, 

4. "" It is luvelj bay Odd dasorlptioo but the lovelinoga 
ia feididino. It awakes ideas of fair complexioiiod beauty; 
the soul iadoad ; tha form, the charm^ the grace of beauty 
ara lingering there. The walla are like moilin dreesea, 
radiant with flowers ond jewels. The peTforAt6:d marble 
gates are likta lace reib/*i 

5. In regard to colour and design, the interior of the 
Taj may rank flrst in the world for purely decorative work¬ 
manship; while the perfect ayminetry of its exturiorp onq« 
aeedj can never be forgotten, nor the aerial grace of its donies 
riaing Uku marblo bubbles into the clear sky^ Tha Taj 
represents the most highly elabonited stage of ornamentation 
reached by the Tndo^Mubamniadan buiIdem—the stage at 
which the architect endg and Jeweller begiiia."^ 

6. ^'The graceful flow^ the hamioniouB colqum and, 
above allp the sparing use of thia rich ordament, with the 
mild lustra of the marble on which it ia displayedp form the 
peculiar charm of the building, and distinguish it from any 
other iti the world. The matenala are lapisdnauH, jas|:K,Ti 
heliotrope or blood-stone, a sort of goldeu stone with chab 
cedony and other agates cornelians, jade and various atones 
of the same description.” A single flower m the screen," 
says Mr* Voysoy (Asiatic Researches, Yol p^g® 4'i4), 
*^contaiua a hundred stones, each cut to the exact shape 
necessary and Iiighly pDlished'" and '"yet^^ aaya Bishop Haber, 

though everything ifl finished like an ornaiueut for a draw¬ 
ing rooin chiinncy-pieee, the geo era I eflect produced is rather 
eolemn and [mpresaivc than gaudy. 

7. " This building, too, is an exquisite example of that 
system of inlaying with precloua stones which became th. 
great characteristic of the stylo of the Mogbab after th ^ 
death of Akl'>ar. All the spandrils of the Taj, all the angles 
and more important architectural details, are heightened b ' 

1, HtSioci^ oJ ladln bj J. Whockr^ {■. V*Ie IV, F*r!, I 

£. Ifu [KrtisJ Gaicttecr of Tftd In hj \\\ W, HttiUer, Vol. I, yiogO 74. 

a* EljpbLiutoite'i Elitwf of InJJ*. p. foomoltf, Boot X Nieili vdii f 
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hoipg inlaid with ^tDoea, sueh aa, ngatfts, blaotlatouea 
and tho Uko, Tfcieae combined jn wroatlis^ bCrolhs mid 
fr^ta, as oxqiiiatt& m design as beautiful iu colours ^ relkvtjd 
by the pure white mar&a in which they are inlaid, tb^Ty 
form the moat baautlful and precious style of orjiaiDeot ever 
adopted in architect tiro. Thla mode of oma mentation is 

litviahiy bestowed on the tombs theniselves atid the ucreeiis 
that atirround them thouj^h spiiringly introiluccil on the 
that fomiB one wing of tlie Tcj, or on thu fountaiEis 
anrl stir rounding building/^ ^ 

8, Jeliilcs FergUBSon writes of it, **Witli its purity 
o£ matorial and grace of form, the Taj may challenge cora- 
|iarlson with any erection of the same sort in the world. Its 
beauty may not bo of the highest c]fts», btit in its cluhs it ia 
iitiHurpassed/* a As olKsarvsd by a writ+>r, “ while the sepulchral 
works lidorning the %"aUey of thcNiEe will be rni^ardc^l a?f 
wonders of art for their solidity of cDuetr notion and sub] i ml by 
nf conMption; the Taj at Agra oh all ahvays call forth the aih 
miration of mankind for its boing the mo^t exqiii.sito sjjcci- 
men of huninn archltucturo and the most gorgeous roumaco 
of wedded love.'^ 


&. Blit there is ono work of art in India^ which they 
are all agreed to admire and that is the Taj ^lahab It is the 
high water mark of the artistic worship of a very civil ser¬ 
vant and of every officer. Each one of them has his own 
peculiar views about it. These are not ouncerned so much 
with the style of its architecture or with its relation to other 
huildings, as with the manner in which you ought to sec it. 
Hero you should take your tirst view—here your last. 
There arc even schools of doctrine as to these matters, thoro 
are inoruingitea and cvctiingitcSp moou-lighters and mid- 
nlayerfl, but they arc all agreed that the Taj, is the one 
incomparable budding in India and {ii the world; and if it 
ever ocenra to them that the keenness of their own mstheUc 
HUfiCoptibUitiea has been a little blunted by the ciTects of 
their work and of the climate they feel thentooilves together 
even In thcLr old age and say, *VAt least I love the Taj." 
See the Taj, it will fascinate you so oa to deprive you of all 
(>ower of laudatory expression and it will haunt you ever 


1 The Mnponni'ntil AaiiqjnLlIn KniJ Jniwriptitvnp, ?i!+ W. I'.mnil O., dks^- 
ersb-C nnd Arninj^iMl \tj A. FUlirti^ I'Il, 0. Arclui^iIngttU Puriitjr.. 
Vot. II., ^ KTjil C4. 

2~ HLitoiy (rf Kuxtem And fucirAn ArctiJtccitufv, Voh Ilf. 



after till ilylugj day. It will float in the efear Tuscbd 
air above tho hiill t^^wer of Giatto find irissft across the 
U^n b^Fiidas the Do^o'^ palnco and St S! ark's/" t 

10 . Althoii<vh Aktjar Is iJlstiiignisliecI far having 
built for the il&fenee of liis capital the tinerjuallod fort at 
Afij^ witli its ftplBn^nd palaoOp and although he converted 
the atotiy l4sd"u of Fatohpnr Sikri into an architocttirai 
vMon fur an iltnstration of his rQi^^n.aud ulthough ha bqlU 
for hifoself at Sikaoilra a moninnant more admirable than 
That of Cheopfl. neverthlesSp it remained for a ileftcendant 
to raise a mouuntetit more ejcquisite than ony of tliuse—a 
iTionuraeTit, indaeih which is admitted by tbo whole world 
to he the most l^eantiful that the earth has aver beheld 

IL "Tiiura is do myatary, no senRe of partial fsllnra 
about tha Taj, A thing oi perfoot beanty and of fibsolnte 
tiuitih iu every deUlh ii- siiight for the work of genii^ 
Avho knew nougltl of the weakness and ills vritli which man* 
kind are baset."*!^ 

11, “ It is too pure," Bays a w^ritorj too holy to bathe 
work of liQiiiaa hauds, Angels must have brought it from 
baavon and a glass case should bo thrown over it to preserve 
it from every breath of air." 

13. A distinguished Russian artist descril^s it as "A 
lovely woman, abuse her as you please, but the moraent you 
coma into her prasonco you submit to its fascination,'' 

H. Hr. Keene remarks, AdfiiittiuR that therti U 
something slight and eflimiuate in the g&noral desrgn, which 
cannot be altogether obliterated or atoiisd for by the Uauty 
of decoration, the aimile seems juHt, an'l it calls to iiiiud the 
familiar couplet in The /fapn o/ the iort— 

If to her share some female errors falL 
Look in her face and you'll forget them ^Ih"* _ 

15, No dcBcriptiion, hoVi'^evtr vivid or precis/* ob¬ 
serves the late iJibhop French, no culonriiig, how ev^cr, bril- 
liaut or vari&lp es cu if suppleinonted with pajotniga or draw- 

can give one a correct idea of tho Taj for nobleaeasp 
an edifice unparaUelcni in the annale of Eflatern archatectare. 

I, Bv 3Ir. <)™f Bpo«^nli.|f. jH Oamhand^v. printed Jn ibro 

fff 21fl Knffnflber ^ 

\V. >i. Trwi^U iin^nlsU d\c wnrid 

:i Br BAVftHl T.ijTi 'r. 

4 . |liMi4l^x»tE <0 n |U -J. 
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10, ■■ For five and twenty year* of my Ufa hod I boon 

lookint forward to tha a!glit now boforo mo. Of no building on 
earth had I heard so much as of this, wliiclt coptaine tho rc- 
mnina of the Emperor Shah Jahan and hio wife. «o had 
ordered our tents to be pitched in the gardon^s of this splen¬ 
did iivauBolonm, that we might have our fill of tho enjoyment 
which every body seemed to derive from it ; and we reimheU 
thorn about oigbt o’ clock. 1 went over the wliole building 
boforo 1 entered my tent, and. from the first eight of the dome 
and minor eta on the distant horision to tho last glance bach 
from my tout-ropes to the magnificent gateway that forms 
tho ontrance from our camp to the (juadratigle m which they 
stand, 1 can truly say that every thing siirpasaod my especla- 

tiona. .After my quarter ofacontury of anticipated pleasure. 

I went on from part to fiart in the expectation that I must 
bt' and by come tOBomething that would disappoint me; but 
no, tho emotion, which one feels at first, is never impaired j 
on the contrary, it goes on improving from the first Cowp 
d’aeH of the dome in the distance to the minute inspection of 
the last fiower upon the screen round the tomb. One re turn a 
and retUTus to it with undiiuinished pleasure; and, thongh 
at every return one's attention to the siiialler parts becomes 
less and lass, the pleasure which ho derives from the contem¬ 
plation of tho gTflator, and of the whole collectively,seems to 
increase: and he leaves with a feeling of regi-et that he conld 
not have it all his life within bis tench, and of assurAOCe that 
the image of what he has seen can never be obliterated from 
his mind, "while memory holds her seat.' I felt that it wbb 
to me in architecture what Kemble and his sister, Mrs. 
Siddone,lisd been to me quarter of a century before in acting- 
something that most stand a]one-;-Eomethiug that I should 
never caase to see clearly in my mind's eye, and yet never be 
able clearly to describe to others, • • • 


I asked my wife, when she had gone ovor it, what she 
thoughli of the bnildingT *' I cannot," said she, “teH you what 
I think, for 1 know not how to criticize such a building, but 
I can toll you what I feel, I would die to-morrow to have 
euoh another over mel’* "This is what many a lady has felt 
DO doubt.'’ 1 


1. tbmlplo enJ fBoolloatldli- ot M iDdlna effldsi bf Hejgr-Giaetal Sir. 
W, E. Sksimiw E. C, fl. pii, 377, afiS, 3a2-Vol. I. 
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IT. This buiMing is&vftBt doms of white marble, 
nearly of the eame height as the Val Da Gracef Paria,and 
enclrelei] by a n urn her of turret-s, alfso of whit# marbie, des- 
Gonding the one below the other m regnlar aueceBsaon, The 
whole fiibrlc ia supported by fonr greet archea, three of which 
are ipiito ojHQn and the other closed up by the wall of an 
aportuict^t with a gallery' attached to iL There the Koran 
is coutinually road with apparent devotion in res^^ctfiil me¬ 
mory of ^fehtiU b}" cerlain MtU(<^hn kept in the inatint> 
ieom for the pnrposse* The centre of every arch is adorned 
with white marble slabs whereon are iiiscribedkrga Arabian 
characteTH in black marble, which produce a fine elTect. 
The interior or concave part of the dome and generally the 
whole of the wall from top to bottom are faced with white 
marble; no part can he found that is not skilfully wrought* 
or that has not Us pecuRar beauty. Everywhere are seco 
the jasper and jacheu, fyashm) or jade, as well se other 
stoofs similar to those that enrich the walls of the Grand. 
Duko's chiip^V lit Florfliice, ami several more of groat volno 
Mid raritVj set in an endless voriety of moden, mixed and 
etichoscfl in the slabs of marble which face the body of the 
wall. Even the sfiiiares of white and black .marble which 
compose the pavement are inlaid with lhei*e precitm# stones 
iu the moat beautiful and deiicate manner imagiDablet. 

Under the dome Is n small oliamber wbereln ifl enclosed 
the tomb of IVtge U is opened with much ceremony 


+ Altwrc the firtde sf Ihe rharch of llw J.wf "Si doraha-ylom ^ V-"!- 
dt.anJr cteslitwsi bf Vr. Uanmrl. nnil euilt in ^"1^* 

Lmv, wbioH (* a icluiiH of ih.t of I'yJ 

and fiSfoet In diaiiu-rfr, The pnrifi|ia: dpmc of the Tb} i. W 

feet In dlnmetiT. and venr mii«* more tuirTfull? »">*'altb nti 

e than ll« Vil-iJe-fimre dmnr, wlijel. n«i raiily he verih^l hy 

a enratwiKm of u1nH*J(!T»P'lia of till- t«o «lraCt«m TftKifrnlrt iTim^ln TOj. 1, 
niTrid^m ™ 7fl«5%!nisn that tl.e .lnn,-.n*e Taj i.!« 

Anmo^ieh. arhe iripn mt frtwent !■ net .lliiaieed lo«..nptetr It. 
flrtTiliT a Tmvtli In the Jlejbnl Finplic, rH Sift. 





otica in & yeai*t oncse oiilvi and asnoCbt'fc^stjan ifiadiiiittod 
within leat ita aanctity ahotiTd be profan^, I base not seen 
tlio interior, but I understand that nothing can be ooiicoived 
more rich and magnificent 

It pnij' remains to draw yont attention to a walk or 
terraco, nearly five- and -twenty paces in breadth and ratber 
iihoro in b eight, which runs rrum the dome to the ojctremity 
of the garden. From thia terrace are seen the Jnmna flow¬ 
ing below, a large expanBe of luxuriant gardens, a part of 
the city of Agra, tlae forlrenK, nnd ail the fiue retfldcneefa of 
the Omraba erected on the banka of the river. When I add 
that thia terrace extends^ almost the whole length of one 
side of the garden,. I leave you to judge whether ] bsd nnt 
Huflficient ground foi assorting that the nmoeolerm of Taj 
Mahal ia an astonishing work* It ia pcsaible 1 n iiy have 
imbibed an Indian taato; but 1 decidedly think that this 
iiionuineni deaerTea much more to be numbered among the 
wotidera of the world than the pyramids of Egy|d, thoac 
uiiflhapen Tnaasea %vhicb when I had seen them twice yielderl 
me no aati^faction, and which are uutkiiig oii tiie outHide 
but heape of large stones piled m the form of ^iteps one ujhou 
another, while within, there ia very little that is crediiabto 
either to liuman skill or to human invetnion/* 

18* —'^ThjH tnoriilng wo sallied out before breakfast to 
have our first view of the famous Taj Mahal. Wo had heard 
such ravishing deacriptloEis of its beauty that Ave expected 
to be diaappointed, m people usually ara when anything is 
over-prabse^l^ Wa drove two luiLus outside the town, and 
woreVnded at a splendid gateway, made of red aandetone 
iutarlined with marble, so imposing that we Ihooght it a tine 
inqaqne* but it Only ficrvess as an approach to the fairy- like 
Btructuro of pure white marble, which biirata upon your eight 
aa soon as you enter the gateway. We stood apod-lmund fora 
fe w min u tes at t big lovely apparition; it hardly aceniB of the 
earth, earthy. It is more like a dream of culebtial Ixiauty, 
No words can describe it. Wo felt that all previous sights 
wore dimmed in comparisoiL Ko such cfTect ia produced hy 
the first view of St Feter's or Milan qr Cologne Cathedrals ; 
they are all majcatic, but ^bis is cncbantiiienti itself,. So 
pcrfact is the form that all other structures seem clumsy* 
The first impresaon it givea is that of temple of white ivgry, 
draped in white Brussels lace. The oxijuieito carving and 
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trflcftry on thfl waIIb look liko Ircs rfilhcr Hiati 6Culpttiro» 
A bftautvful Joroe crowaa the builditift and four graceful 
minareta Btuwd at each angle soma aiBtance Bpart', they 
remind one of the Eddyatone Llght-lIouBe. built of white 
marble. Such ia the daxzling whiteness that it looka hke a 
work of art when 6r«t unveiled; but itia S50 years old, and 
Wfts built hy tho Krup-eror Shall Jahan^ ib tionour of 
favourite wife. It seams descending to the region of t a 
common place to aay that it cast 3 miillotiSBterliiig.and took 
17 years to build, and employed 20,000 workmen. 

The first viow of Taj is raid to froni tlie top of the 
rateway, aonia 400 vards tu front of it, I chiubeil to this 
point aufl contein|datod leisurely the glorioua vision in front 
of me The foreground is filled np with a grova of deop-grwii 
foliage, very rofreabiug to the eyq^uiider the daziUng 
clnrirtif the sun, and looking like an obhIs amid the parched 
and dusty pluina of India. In the niiihiia of ihia grove lies 
a long narrow pool of water, lined wdth eyprew, Masstea o 
liowering shrubs relieve the (leei> green eBpocially _tno rou 
blossom of the boitflaa tdfiia, which han^ lO immensa 
clusters; soraetimns the wiioio tree is one blase of colour, 
Briiht-pluiuod birds lilt about the tveae, especially the if®y 
green parrot, and a confused hum of chirping is heard all 
over tlio place. It is a veritable earthly paradise! 

The great dome of the Taj. Hanked witli its four grnea- 
ful ininareis, like so many satellitea, has a softnesfl of colour 
and outline which rests the eye. The faj itself stands uimn 
a great marble platform, raised some feet above the grouiiU, 
ami it again rests upon a still larger bascuient of red satiih 
at-ae. The building ie thus raised above all the surrounding 
country and can be soan from a great distance. Many nue 
buililings are injured by (mramon-place 

instatiea, St. Paiirs atid Colope Cathedral B, 

affect is partly lost. Xot bo Taj, ft like a hot¬ 

house over ail the plain of Agra ; it w refiected on hioad 
boaom of the Jamna, which flows on one side, and the 
windiugs of the river form one of the finest features of th 

landflcopa which spreads hobro ine. „,.„i.it(H-tiir 0 

I it beyond my pirwcr to describe the areliitectum 

The building is i^oare in form, rounded at 

great alcove or hollow arch m the middle of each ^ Tw o 

Pallor double aleovt^ fill the spaces ™f^mid Uie 

four Buiilicr domes or cupolas si and on the rwf 

great central dome; the four large niiiiarete stand at the four 
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i««i rtf tlifl ffroat murblo pUtform, aovctiil liiindroil foot 

f Tbr!rtod»«»«« ’■“•■ S»" 

to adorn It* T raws ol Arabia cbaractera 

<lo«io. 'V«hav«ojito^iby a<lo^ 

firat it aooms dark^ it is like a eholl within an 

di„=l lisU ibrouBl.,«» 

‘”*^^Wn*^<!tvrork %h 9 ^omboftUa Emporor and tliat of hw 

inflTblo trol-work. in uiRrbla iiiUid 

'wrought So Sift" 

ratnomrns Sa vS ts ora oovered ^vltU mscriplioua 

from tha Jtora,n, ri “ ^^ronco pa’sd to thoir fincrod 

ww"l dX rooTtolnd tho whola^^otariot, of mrirbk 
1 l-fjli. into flowara and raaoa dono on ponola 

a running «roU c[ inkLd .'ork of 

prflciooa , . . ^^ koanl wlian a chord of music is strncki 

A wondarfol echo m ussr gtillness. It is 

„verbersting round ^ t,,,, 

asid to Burphss iwitnt of Tiaw and mounted to tho top 

once more changed tny of ^ into the very 

?'roV.tVT.“Voi 'SK &w il...«<.«y. 

heart of the Aaj ss y , f *u rri.g (t^Qioe ts now' seen 
tu il» from . iinLTb.lloo». Four 

minor domes or *“”“1 and the noble gate- 

wS*''dL aUrtS triomphal ftTch.Uk very w^ll from tins 
~ * fdo-tiir-a d’fisflr'ros to ba niaotioaad* TP'S 

pSl'.“ i-M. -“.Wll by 


\khAt. fills ap lti0 on tlio wwt< and beyond it ths 

aty of Afjr* i» saen iMiapinj out of h foreet of Ireofi. A 
A . .. tViit .Tiimiift A lltt 0 WJiV on, Uero 1 
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aty of Afjr* i» saen ittapinj out of h foreat of treofi. A ffti^t 
l Afly bridg® s]Mufl tbe Jumuaalitta way off, Ueia I 
umst «tor>, for iiniiotiertt voicoa call mo down i 

The followiBg pooticfll productions of lady nutbora m 
praise of the maufiokum would not bo devoid of lUtoriiBl 
to our I'^audera 

** O iliQut wboRG gtmi iniiporifti mlntl eould raiBa 
This aplendid trojiby to a woiiWs l^rftisel 
If love or griof inspired tlio bold deaij^o* 

No mortal joy ot narrow ecpialled tbiiicl 

Sleep on mcutoI tliifl monuinent Bhall stand. 

When deeolation's wing ewwtpsoor tbo land. 

By time and death in one wide rum 
The last triuinpbant wonder of the w'orld. 

Pure 08 THumtitia’s spollcas fome. 

Tbo nuftnllied morblo sbinna ; 

Kicb ftfl bar lord's unrivollad 
The wreathes that dock their shrinos. 

On foiuia more glorious I bovn gsned, 

Wilaesaed St. Peter's dome: 

And costlier gems shine bngbt around, 

The Madieian tomb. 

But this Love's tomple-boouteous pile. 

Tlio pride of Enstern ari l 

This boosts the present deity, 

That Beiges on the heart. 

All ruling Power 1 to tbeo wo bend. 

Thv potent charm we own, 

Tbis Btructuro, simple, graceful, pur , 

I i sold arms the fair MnmtsM slept. , 

*SSr 
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There fixotl for ev-er firm, they itfliiJ, 

A fairy fjabriCp pride of India's lend, t 

IV* " Not architecture ? aa all others are. 

But the proud pasalou of ftti Etnporor’e lovo, 

Wrouj^ht into stone, whieh gleans and soars, 

With b^y of beauty shining soul and thought; 

* * • As when some face 

Divinely fair nnveils before our eyes— 

Sotne woman beautiful unspeakably— 

And the blcndd quiokena, and the aipirit leaps, 

Aud will to worship bends the half-yielded knees. 
While breath forgets to breath. So is the Taj I" 3 

These quotations may have enabled the reader to form 
acme idea of the magnificeaca and beauty of iho luausoleutn 
which stands unrivalled. The inonuniunt is unique, and is 
the admiration, of travellara from all parts of the worlds 
Tha artistic skill displayed in its eonatructioa is nowhere 
else is to be seen. Its workmanship is poouliar^.^ Its floriil 
urnameiite are, in some placea,. ao hue as to outshine iho per- 
formancea of a painter^s ponciL Its anctant as ■well ua 
modern namesakes—the mnusoleutn erected by Artimisia at 
Halicarnassns, those Augustus and Hadrian^ or that erected 
in Franco by CatharinO"-de-Mcdici-“do not oven approach 
the mausoleum of S^lumtaK in elegance atid splendour* Thu 
luosaic Work of SIumta 2 .^s monument woulu astonish tim 
famous workuian, Los us of Ferganios, if ho w^ere living to 
view it. The Bcleuces of mechanlCB, painting, caligtaphy* 
optics, and others have all bean drawn upon to produce 
this groat wonder of the world. 

Lord Roberts has rightly said — 

** I now* for the first time saw’ the lovely Taj Unhal— 
that beautiful, world-famed memorial of a man's devotion 
to a woman, a hufll^ud'a undying love for s dead wufe. 1 
will not attempt to describu theindoaeribahle. Neither words 
nor pencil could give the moat imaginative reader the 
slightest Idea of the alUsatisfying beauty and purity of this 

f lorioue conception. To those who have not already seen itk 
vronld sayi *Qo to India, The Taj alone ia well worth the 
journey'*" * 

1 . aTJ<k|lJlO 0 a 31 * 

2, Sir Jtiiif in 

d- Fortj Hpnt JWf la Iti bj t3e]d- M uvNaJ I T^rJ aolKni* vf ^ 

V. e., K. p., 0,0, B,, D, c* 8, 1 q, u. j. e, r. i&*., taas. 
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APPENDIX ir. 

Tpi tiriPiblfi Out rdader^ to have an ides of tlio Famous 
and mtorestiiifr ardiAgoloj^^cal bnlidingg of the enviroos of 
Ajrra, I append her^eo a brief account of each of them. A 
aeeouat of all the Jilutorical nioTium^nte of Agra 
and batohpuT Sikri will be publlahod shortly* 

AORA FORT. ' , 

Tha jmpoaing atrticture of tba Agra Fort on the right 
bank of the Juinoa built by Akbar io 157L It doen 
not all belong to its founder as nnmeroue ndditioue have 
aubsC'iiinentEy boeu hiade by his BuccejseorSj purticularliy bv 
Shall Jaban^ the palace builder. 

From the Delhi Oateariamg metalled road p modren of 
euarsB, runs North-East through an arid tract to tlio Motl 
Mftajld or Pearl Mosqoe^ which raeasitree extemBlly 24fl ft, 
from east to west and 187 ft. from north toaouth. Thees temal 
face is cased with red aanditohep while the interior of the 
mosque^ with its spacioue court cloisters^domee and octagonal 
^av^ilionH at its front cornerR, is made of white marble* To 
uuote Bayard Taylor •' In all distent views of tha fort these 
doioes are seen like silvery bubbles which have rested n 
inomcat on its walls, and which the west breo^w will sweep 
away.” It boars an iuBcriptiou m Persian characletfl which 
records that the building was completed in 7 yearu, at a cost 
of 3 lacs of rapeeSk tovrarda the end of the SOtli regal year 
of Shah Jahao, corresponding with the year 1063 A. &p (1054 
A. D.). 

The road des^endi on the left to the Darsham Darwa^a^ 
which dates back to Akbar''a time and ” in whichaccording 
to Finch ati<l others the King looks forth every morning at 
sunrise, which he salutes, and thus his nobles resort to 
their " TcRaillam or taslim which means to make usual 
obaioaRCC ; white on the right it loads to the Ba^ar 

which is built of red aandstouo, and comprisiis rconu^ once 
tised as she pa of traderi doiug a thriving busineaa with the 
nobtea and ladiea of the court in silks, jewellery etc* It it 
said to date from the time of Akbar. 

The no 3 ct building we reach is the Dtutm-i-'Am 
(or the H&l] of Public Audbnee) with lEa apactoui court in 



hoai. It otaasiirea ^01 ft. from north to south and projoota 
€7 ft ircfitvrard from the ivo^tivall of tho Maohchhl Bhavran, 
it ia ontiraly of red a&ndbtoiie but the ^'luto ]>oiiahad etucoo^ 
which covers its pillBirs^ archoe und cciliugp mskea thrm look 
U(co umrbla p while the richly giUletl salient lines on fhem 
add much to tboir deceptive iip|>oaranco. Soinoitro inclined 
to think that Akbiir built thin hall In the latter part of his 
roign^ while the popular tradition aaaerta that it was built 
by Aurangiub in the 2Tth year of Ilia reign. The latter is 
obvioualy arroneoua a* Auraugi^eb left Agra as a capital in 
16tlfip and in If!S5p or the 27tli year of his reigOp aner the 
couquest of the kingdom of Bijapur in the Deccan. Aecounta 
of Terryp hTawkina and Finchp however, load m to conctude 
that the Dl%vaa-i-Ain—luiuua ita stucco plaster anti the 
adornments of the throiie-roora which were added by Shah 
Jahanp dates from the time of Akbar. 

In the spacious court opposite the Diwnn-i-Am is a 
profusely decorated structiirtr of coloured stone and whiin 
iiiarblo, enclosed within an iron railing. It is the ToTub of 
ihfi Him'blc J. K Colvin, thu Lloutenant Governor. N, W, P., 
who dxod in the fort during its scego by the mutineers of the 
Bungal Army in 1858- 

or the Cistern of Jabangirp ie really 
a curiosity. This onormous bowl—5 ft. In height, 4 ft. in 
depth, 8 ft. in diameter and 25 ft. in circuinferenee hewn 
put of a single stone, was bulltp according to a mutilated 
itincript]on on it, for Jahangir in IDlfi A, H. A, D.), 

and aa this was the year of his marriage to Nur Jahan, it 
is not Improbable that tbe inscription now oblitemted msy 
have stated that it was presented to her. 

Heturnlng to tbe Diwan-hAin, tbe Maetichhi Bhawai], 
or the £rst of the pakceSp is reached by mounting the 
staircase In its backwall. It displays a pure Saraoenk art 
and conakts of a court enclosed on all sides by a ground 
floor^ (which is built entirely of red eaddstoue), aurmoiinted 
by ^ first door on all but the east side. It is said that the 
water of the Jumna was conveyed by artificki channels into 
the courtyard of the palace and used to f>B a ecu mu la ted hero 
to form a storo-houso for fishes which alTorded sportive 
AmtkMtnflnt to the Empsror and the ladies of the hnrtf-in who 
took delight in ensnaring them. HeLce this name ^lachchlu 
Baawan or Fish Palace. Suraj Mai Jat carried awk’y its 




tanka bo Dig during the Jnt and ufied 

those omteriftlfl in tne eenebruetton o! his Garden hnueaa^ 
b&bhing ghats obe. at Bhambpar. 

Th^ Ma^jui or the Qem mosque is built of pore 

white marble^ Ib wait a Znoftna iDdSque albhough ignorant 
go ides make tnetidncious inventione that Shah Jahaq was 
iiupriHOtiod in thiii mosque by Auratig^eh, 

Ditain~uKha6i^, or the Hat I of Select A ud ten ce, built in 
lOiS A. H. (Ib-IT A. D.) by Shah Jahnn^ coiiflieie of two 
lialla and nieantires t)4 ft. ^ mchoa by 34 ft. Though not bo 
large ae those at Delhi and elpawhere. It is e beautifut tnerble 
btiilding wbicli tiiaplays artistic deiMrabioijs of the Parsian 
stylo and in which, aa Havell rightly thinka, the dneigner 
has mganlounly tranelated the conventional Indian llownr- 
bedfl Into marblcp 

In front of the Diwan-^i^Khas are plncod two open-air 
ihr&n^^ one qJ white TtiftrhU tia the IllRchchhi Bhewnn side 
and the niher ofhla^k daU facing the river front. A Perniftti 
InBcripblon mna round the latter throne and aaye that It 
was made in Kill A. H. (KJOS A, D,) for Jahangir. The date 
19 prior to the deatli of Akbar. The throne appears to 
ha VO Wo made to ccmunemorAte tho recognition oi Sal i hip 
as heir-apparent to Akber the Greati From side to aide of 
this throne a long fiasure was opened^ not becatiae it waa 
profaned by Jawahir Singh of Bharat pur during the Jat 
ascendancy, but aa a result of Lord Lakea cannon ball atrik* 
ing agalnat it in iSOS, and a bullet-hole in thenortliern faee of 
t ho Di wen-i - K has goes a long way to corroborate tbe ataietnent^ 

From the Diwan-i-Khas a doorway leads to the 
i/twj or Uctagoaal Tower (or the Jasmine 
Tower of tho Enropean writera)p was, a043Ording to tho local 
tradition* erected by Shah Jahan. But i think I ahould 
concur with FergUBHOn id his opinion that its ardiitecture 
sdggestH Jahangir to be its founder, although the pidra duTa 
decoration osed In the beantiful little fountain hollowed in 
the door in front of the Octagonal Tower BCenia to point 
out that Shah. Jahan had hie hand in its construction or ia 
reaponaibt* for. at least, soma eddltioBs of which uisfor^ 
tunately no record Is forthcoming Shah Jnhau is mid to 
have bi4athod bis lant In this pavilioft whence his body yvwn 
removed to be burled In tho Ta] beside the tomb of hit 
beloved wife, Mumtas MahaL 
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•it ZaaaTUf apuriment, coumBtiii'' 

With th-e iL/ivi .4 Makul etc. wbicli form tha rtv^er of tli™ 
An»nri Ba^h or Vinery. It *ia a very c liar ini block of 

butliiinge of white marble, elaborately curve,! anil oomtnanda 
ft fine view of the river ami the Taj at a distfuico. Tlia 
KUm Mahal was a stnall draw!n;j-room of Slmh Jahan who 
lu ft Persian insflripttOfi on its ivaTIa atatea, built it in leatf 
A D. In front of the Klitts Mahal a large courtyard called 
the Atiffuri Hajh or Grape Garden, esteada i20 ft north and 
eonth by Ifltl ft East and West. It i„ 
built by Akbir for liia Zenana. U ie of conai.lerable value 
to ns ill aa much as it provides us with n typical apecimon of 
the old Mughal I'ardens laid out in gaometricat Howar-boiie 
with four terraced walks railiating ftcnii the central plat' 
lorui And fosmtaiti. ^ 

. 1 . . Ifi® Anguri Ba«|j a pasaage leads to 

the hath of the Z-inana called tlio S/tJgh Mahal or - Palace 
of Mirrors;’ SValle and ceilings are gorgeously studded with 
lunnraorable fragment of Im-kiug gia«, dieposed in the most 
jutricato designs. Ask the Arcliaeological peon on duty to 
bring in a light and the chariuing redection on its mirror^ 
mosaic you will not fiud easy to forget. 

The actual iiuertcrs of Shah Jahen ctiee used as the 
musoutn of the Archaeological Society of Agra, contain the 
wolorioiis dates 0/ the mtinljorousk i>riKthnuitim. aikd to 
falUd ofS^^ik.'fV^ doors built of HiinalnyaacedarwoorJ 
are 12 ft. high and 0 ft broad, covered with an Arabic in- 
ficriptioa 111 Cube charaotora whidi xManivi Ashriif Husain 
of the Arcliaeological Department Ima recently rleciphured. 
Most certainly they are not the Soinnatii tlatca Thov 
belong to Mahmood Ghasfimvi'e sepulchre at Ghiumi as Mr 
targiiason thinks, ami the iustrriptioii referr&i to abovo 
Bqpp<irt^ HE^ cunjeurtor^. 

South of this palace stands a inagestic edifice of red 
sandstones called the Jaha^tdiri MM, It posaeases a fine 
twoHstonod Facade which bears the name of Jahangir Quo 
of tbe two mner c^rto of this palace m 70 fu sqaare and 
the presence of Hindu brackets and other areliltectural 
dotaite suggest Its filoee similarity to some of the buildings 
at Fatehpur Sikn. Ihe charnnug marble pavUiona of shah 
Jahaa and the virile, yet imAginalive, architecture of thie 
palace built by Akuir suggest a stiiklug evolutiouiu the tasta 
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of Moghal archlteetnra. It is flaid that Akbai* built it fur tifl 
nun Jahangir after he hail shifted hi^ capital froin Fatejipur 
Sikri to Agra at the rocjucst. cf Sheikh Salim ChiahtL 

Akbari Malml—Thia place which lb aaid to have form¬ 
ed the aouthern Eection of the On^at Mughara neragUo, vras 
once a very extensive palace comprising 3 aets of female 
apartments BOatli-eaeit of the Jahaogiri IlahaL It has m 
compktety yielded to tlie ravegeB of time that ita tracea 
oven, which have recently boon djBcovered by excavation, 
do not SeeIII to give us au Idea of its former grandeur. To 
mark tiie aite however, the Archiieolojpcal departmaot Itaa 

f daptad flhrubbery which also earvea the purpoae of lUding 
rom our eyes the uneightiy foundations which presenM an 
eye-eora in the neighbourhood of eo elegant buildingi. 

Abul Fuel aaya that a new fort of red sandatone wae 
built on the site of the old fort under the orders of Akbar, 
the Oreat A number of 3,0DQ to 4jODO maBone and artisans 
was employeii dally on the work. It was hnilt in S years 
at a cost of about 35 Uca ofrupeeB under the Superintea^ 
deuce, of Qaaim Khan, the Lord of the Admiralty, 

THE JAMA MASJm. 

Opposite the Agra Fort Station, on the north-west, 
ai&ndfl the Jama Mas^iidortho Cathedral Moaqne. It ie 
BitiiaLed on a raised platform and reached by a broad flight 
of eteps^ eleven feet high. The main building is divided into 
three compartments suruLOUnted by curious domes buiU of 
white and red stone in oblique courseB andprodndnga some- 
what fli Dgula r though plcaelug oifeet. There are five a rch ways 
in the front, one large end two smaller ones on esch aide, 
all opening on a spacious courtyari The central archway 
is over 40 feet in width. At each corner of the roof stands 
an octai^onsl domed cupola and the front Is adorned with 
a row o'? smailcr square cupolas. The mosque is a fine struc¬ 
ture of red Kaiidstone. The inscription on the main archway 
shows that it was built in 1058 A. H. (1648 A by 
Jahan Ara Begaui* eldest daughter of Shah Jahan, called 
Eegam Sshub, at a coat of five lacs of rupees and took five 
yeara to complete. The tomb of tbla noble hearted and pioua 
pdnce^ lies near Khusro'a tomh outaide Delhip aud Li the 
resort of travellers. 


ISS 


SIKANDEA* 

The m&n&oiatiiD cil Akber the Gr^iit li&a in SikAodfA, 
A Tilldge aboqt tive miles from Agra, U stanijjg iq a large 
garden of 150 acrea in extent eurrouuded by lofty walla 
with four gatevraya in the midway qf each aide. The prin¬ 
cipal portaT on the south side, upwards of TO feet liigli, is 
elaborately ornamented by bold inscriptions in the flowini^ 
graceful Tughm charactii^r. The iascriptions set forth the 
praise of the monarch aod the tiiausoloum. The name of the 
Emperor Jahangirp the sou of Akbar, ia given as that of 
the founder end it is stated that the work w&s completed 
in the aeventh year of hia relgUp correapondiag to 1(513^ A. D. 

At the end of n broad atone canaeway rises the inauEolenm 
on a miaed sand at one platforiii. The buildJaj;; ia of four Btoreya^ 
each BmnUer than that bolow it, the topmost storey heioj^ of 
white iiiFtrble and flnrrottniled with besituifnl scr«ans of the 
Hune materlalE. In theeontro on b ritlaed platfnrin is a Bolid 
block of pore white marb1e« repTCsentlo^ the reaJ tomb Sit the 
fault below. At the head is the incerlptlou *'^Alfah^fj^Akbarr^' 
f God Lb OreatJ, and at the foot "'JfUlu Jalainhu'’ (Moedlficenr ie 
His Glory), and round about It the ninety-ntue names of Allah 
are Bonlptured In nfte reikm in a romntkably tine Ambie 
tracery* The upper fltorey iB now open to the alfy+ but formerly 
there was a canopy of gold and sliver brocade suspended over 
the platform. 

The yanked vcetibule was decorated with f ewers m^aed ip 
f!oLdi in Bllver and enameit and a bold ineoripiion in gold raised 
upon a blue ^ronud runs around iti. From this room u loni^ 
narrow pa^Kiiaire teade Co a plain fiIiHitny chamber end beneath 
a simple marble tomb reats the Greati Akbar. 

Jahanifip states in his Memoirs that fifteen lacs of rupees 
had been Spent in the banding. 

Tomb of Etmadru^MDaiilap 

Tha tomb of Etmad-nd-Daulfl is on the aast or left bank 
of tbe river. It stands in the centre of a garden on a raised 
platformp 140 feet square and 2 } feet ebive the gronnd. 
with an octagonal tower somowhat aqqat in pro|H>rtionp at 
each corner. The beauty of the huflding Is due to its being 
entirely bnilt of white marble and inTaid with cofoured 
Rtoncaand representing in nrabaeuiaa beautiful pattemB of 
flowersp lyrpreaSp trees, vaaea and otW decorations in jiiefra 
{iurit as in the Taj» The tombs of Kciaad^ud^Danla and 
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of his ffifia lio in the centnil halli a 

pAralloEograui measuriii^ 23 feist and 3 inches ou oich ^de. 
The stone of the tombs ia of a yollow variety of porphyry 
of high poHi^h and oleganeet The floor ii of marble, riohly 
derated wLtli mosaic. The aides of the ehamber are lined 
^vith marble mlaid with nlOfia^o^atJd the ceiling la most 
elaborately oinatnented with gold and Btiver and coloured 
Howera. The hall m surrounded hy anmll chaniberfl occupied 
by the tombs of Dthet menibem of the same familys Above 
the central chamber tJiere La a marble pavilion on a slightly 
raiaod platform. It has a canopy ^shaped roof with wide 
j-rojeetiiig caves eod ia supported on twelve nmrble pUlam 
with marble screens of exquisite patternp wrought like lace 
between them. ^ In the pavitlon are two altar tombs like 
tbo^e in the chamber below but of jitain marble and contain 
no in^ription^ 

“In Etmad-nd-Daula’s tomb/- says Ferguason, "we have 
both systems (mosaic and inlay work) in gr^at MrfectSoa/'^^ 
They are strictly Indian art of Maghat poriud and not in the 
least Florentine in character. Havsll rightly eays: '‘There 
is notp howoverp a trace of (taliaD art in any detail of the 
buildlngp there \m not a form or decorative idea which had 
not bs^D used in India or in centra] Asia for centunMw'* 

The mooeoleurn woe built by Xdr Jahap^ the favorite 
wife of Jaliangirp jn tka memory of her father Etmad-ud- 
Dan fa, who was grandfather of ^lumtaz lilahai, the lady 
buried in the Taj, ^lirza Qhiae Beg whose surname was 
Etniad-nd-Duula died in 1622, The mausoleum was com' 
mencod the same year and floiBhed in 163^. 

&h E Eil'ka« R anza* 

On the left bank of the river beyond Etmad-ud-Dsule'e 
tomb is the Chini-ka-Rau^ap & reetaugultr bnildJng nearly 
80 feet square aurmounted by a great bulbous doinCp with a 
apncLous central octagonal domed chamber^ having in the 
cent to two brick ceno taphs. It has h>ur aide thambers on 
each side. The wlioJe of the smith-wcatern corner has fallen 
down. Oil the top of the central ckiimbar and on tha 
exterior walls Quranic texm hava -bi.en inbcribeii The de¬ 
corations with the exqujflite variegated enamel colours of 
the tilus still extant on the oulcr walls amply testify 
the rlchiiesa and ULagnificenqe of the Peraian Art, 
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■r contBins tliB romninfl of Afsal Khan 

of Shiraz who was a scholar of 

Arabic and Peramo. Ho entorod the sorvico of Jfihjingir 
anout Ifio year T6n A. n. and secured the \yost of Dimm 
(Pri^G lliniatfir) nuder Shall Jahtin by hia llt&rnry nceoin- 
phahtncnt Ho died at Lalioro in 163f>A.]>. but was buried at 
AjjTft in this matiBoleum which ho had boilt for the piiriiose 
ouriiig hia Hfo-tiuie, * * 

Aram Bagh, 

This gni-deOp the preRoot nonxouclatiire of which la Ram 
Ba^ht wae founded by Jahangir for hie fn%mrlte quaen Nur 
Jdahal commonly known Kur Jahan, The Iradition myn 
that the pjnn of the garden was taken from ono at Kabul 
which was aallod Bagh Nnr Afshan. Tlio change in thJ 
name of the garden is due to the calsmitodi coinpaiga of 
Apa by the Jata of the neighbouring state of Bharatpur 
The histonana have mistook this garden for the ancient 
rarden named Eagh^i^Gul Afihun or Char Magh, which was 
founded by Emperor Rabat and served as the temporary 
repository of Babar^s cofiin till Its rmnoval to Kabul. Tlie 
latter garden according to the own Memoirs of Bahar and 
niso to of Jahangir etood on the opposite or on the 

east side of Etmad^ud-danfa's tomb aud the azistine oblonir 
hall called ** Chao bo rji'Ma the keepsake of the inemory of 
the teiuMtary repcffijng room of the remaiiia of the famows 
MoghaJ Kingk Rabat, 

The hifltorianfl have aofertun&tdj mnde t si ml 3 nr tniatake 
in connection with the ogtHnes of the Julian Arft Bao-h 

which they have jjtesnroed to be Zuhre Beglu There wee 
no eqch pnntees ^ Zahra amongel the detighters of Bn her 
And the real feet is that the vilk^^t'a in their dintect cellsd 
t eJian Ara as '‘Jahenra'’ which Has been misoaderstood as 
Znhra. « 

£ think I nittst lay down my pon hero, otherwise this 
OMk which was simply Inteaded as the History of the Taj 
Will grow nnduly large, ‘ 


-''O* 
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Remarks on tlie orlgliial publication. 

1 . 

GoVBB^fS^E^^T Hoose; 
JVatni fal, SSth April 1904. 

Sin, 

la reply to your letter of iho Slat April. 14in doaired 
to say that Rie Excelloaoy the Viceroy islcavmgr Simla oa 
the 2&th iaatant. The bwk tiaa boca a laboor of loire to 
the author and Is a valuable guide to the Taj. 

YourB faithfully, 

(Sd.) H. G. S. TVLER. LO, s., 

Private Secretarjf, 

S. 


Fkou 


To 


No. of ia<>4-10O5. 

C. F. PELA FOSSE, Riq.* bt. a. 

Direciitr afPvMic 

iTNiTED PROVINCES. 

11 MUHAMMAD MUIN-UD-DlN. 

Ge^^ebal Supbrixtesuent, 

PafciZ AllijJiabad^ itie Oih De^il^ir lOOii. 


Sm, 

With roforeiice to yotir leUor, wilhoiit Jato. r^^idved 
on tlie 21st ultimo^ I hftvo tho boiiopr Ui ixckDQwJt^dgo the 
res^elpt of ilia book Bent thorowith, aod tp tbs ok you for the 
BAma m also for tba iBforiikAtiop so kiadJy furDlsbad: by you 
in roapect of tba manuHcript History of the Tjy; 

I b^vo* fe., 

(Sd.) K, P* KrCHLU, u. A., 

Head Absi^^taxt, 
for Ojjj. Dirwior of PiMic 

UNITE!) PROVINCES. 


I 
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3 , 

Fastasu ; 
Jlfaw/i 22wi, 1905. 

Dear M. Muix-cd-div. , 

I Am much oblifiod toyoa for makiiJg me a reoipieiit 

of yOQi pRbltcation on thfl ‘H I ^ f'*1’ B.miUrly 

fflvourod’wbftii you attt brittg^ing <JCit tha further coiitribd- 

tioo promifted in yotir profftco, . i i 

Will you pormit mo to 8iigC««t that a liAndBomoly 
bound copy forwarded to Lord Curzoa ought to prove 
acceptable You refer to that noblemati'a servic^ iti the 
cause oF the conservetion of ancient bietoncal buildinge in 
India; but that i« not enough; lot him be furnished with 
practical evideafta of the fact that tharo are perBoua yet m 
tho country who bestdea posaeeaiiig an eye for the beautiful 
id architecture, are capable of deep and persistent ra-warch 
into tho biatory of the psat, and that their obaorvationa can 
ba the fruit of assiduous investigation, . , , . 

Your book abounds with oaroftil thoughts. Here ami 
there an original fact is disclosed ovidTOciag close study anfl 
the habit of analytical rensening. It ia the most Mliaustive 
account yet publiehed of the Pearl of Indian Edifices, and 
whoever peruses it cannot but bo ijopresfisii with your 

eothuei^m. ^ » a- i ^ 

I quite ftgree with you* there la no found atioq 
ever for the itHegatioii that a Venetian or a Frenchriion had 
a Ixand in tho doslgnlnff or the conetruction of the laje 
That is a pure fabrication of the Europoans’s brain who con¬ 
sider that no good can exiat anywhere but what comes out 
from tbain. 1 myself combated tliia view when reviaiug the 
Ga^ttaer of Agra Bome three years ago. 

I hope yon will kindly accept a volume of my 
■’ Jfariain”, which I am sending you through Fakhr-ud-diti. 


(SdO 


Yours sincerely, 

J, F. FANTHOME. 


TIis Observer ofihe Sik No^eiAter 19QS. 
MDEEN’TTL-ASAAR. 

This is an intBresting book describing in full 
tory of that ooe of the most beautiful 


the his- 
iROHQtneute id tha 
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world tho r»j and it* enviTonittonts, The author haa pre¬ 
pared'this woiit with the graatest care and token 

ii"i?fro«t cover to cover- A brief hot 
r°xi *n-v aHiIa frP^^h book., c* ry 

dotoiMvithVo-atd to the Mansoluoio. ii*« 

„ndBi.eeial features of the monoment 

c\eui leo'-th, A comparisoo in drawn between the Joj awa 
kiilinn pqitaccs. nbowipg itti 

latter. The claime of some Eororeftn travonera as t') ^ 

,iud Italian buitdora havinj! conceived the d^ign 
loadSn'r part in its oxeemtion are explod^ m an a . , * 

View of the Taj,’ make the hook still more interesting. 

5 . 

By Nawah Mnhain-nl-Mwl^k. 
published in the isauu. ilated 27the June, 1304.o 8 

Institute Gaaetie. j *. r'^l 

Maulvi Moin-ud-din, General S«l»f’ntendent. 1^1- 

n]-^ i-n nlti Aiiil now printeti books Mid mMios.cnpta p 

|»rt.»t p.rt «j '’“I; ™™' 

of this matchlMS boitdmg stilt “dffij™ tai Jd to the 

,nauy of n« are awaro-how much th« the 

in^mory of Uwfal look as if formed 

"i"'S.‘« Wha 

01 moltoii h _ -ih- \V 1x41^1 ifttrn-tlHi sC’&Res Billd. SOCIrtl 

and supervise'! the . \V1 ?opu to'o 1“ tieighbonra 

meetings were witncfflcd there? ' fc j 

tell? %e volume ’"f, 

mnny ttif.eful and iotercBting » .kg aifucture chosen 

worthy of the beauty and etegence of the atructur 


recomiaand it to tliosa who 
toko intereBt in tha rolicjs of formor rJays, and love the price* 

TblanthrSf f'ft coBntry-tUe glory of civiliition. 
Tba author has laid his couutrjTuen under an overlaBtiii!? 

0bligatiOQ to ^ in. 1 q devo te e ftiv' minti tea spared from the 
tariBoiftof Natiooal reforms" and “Poverty of the conn* 
try, to t^0 contamplfttion of the original through the 

0 . 

^ Shams-ul-Uloina, Maunrl Shibli, Nomanl. 
.l««yo gone through the work on the Taj, It ft a 
The 1^^^ »»ideEd—based on careful investigation of ftcts. 

log. 1 liope othars will read it with pleasure. 

Slat Hay JffOl 

7 , 

By Shama*ul*Ulama. M. Altaf Hosen, HaH . 

*h- t 5 unrivalled work, the history of 

the Taisent to me by IL Masher-□ I-ETaq. I have read most 
fif I *(tt Wrry 1 could not got eafficient time to examine 
the bMfc well enough to set forth its beauties in detail I 

performance has 

really laid the country under an obligation toyoq. There 
IS no other book of the kind treating the subject with such 
a careful layesli^atiou of ftcts, aiuphtuJe aud detail as the 
one oow TOviawoil. One who vieita this building of surpaas- 
ing ^auty or IS fond of ancient architecture, could sttidv 

your tani labour will 
he gratefully rewarded by a wide circulation of your work 
amoDg thoao who tak^ interest in isucL imbjeets. 

By M. Saiyad Haaao. Dlafriat Judge of Aurangabad 
dated 7 til August id04. 

Af \iJ tlwnlc you for your kind present of a copy 

of Mmn-ul-Asar, The valuable compilation is really the 
ouWoe of patient labour. The delineatiou of the buildinir 
U ™ ViSL^ appreciated by ooe thoroughly ac(]oamtad with 
f distant lands anxious to know the history 

the wortblow information gleaned from the attondauto 
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^ aupplied tke want. In 
fihoH, It has laid undar aaobligatbn not only tha proaont 
and future gonarationa. bat thoae worthy aoula that Jtoin a 
state of obimon lo tho Raum and Ha neighbotirhood riviae 
ns the sad warning that their Jot ia tho oommoji lot of mao 
OriginaU would bo a useful companion to the 

It le hoped that your labour will recoive kind attention 
irom Lreveraiiient. 

^ 9 

sy Maahaylill-Wlml ajid Raview (Literary Reviewer 1 
Mmn-ul-Asar or the History of Agra." 

This book is written by U. htum^ud-dtn of Agra.Qoneral 
SuperintendeDt of Muttra ColJectorate. The writer has 
nbly handled the subjaat. The unrivallad and famous Taj 
with other buddijigs of histericiiJ importeiico, is dMcriherl 
in dataiL< Where necoasiary the meafuroiiieDt is eonductei! 
by the writer himself Th<i descftidion of the building com- 
menees WEtli a short life of the person with whom it Is 
nsaoeiated. It linH haen visited by vi si tore from dJstatit 
eouiitejoa for n long time. The ordinary Vguidea' have been 
found unaat sfaetory. This small work has well supplied 
the want. The statement that the plan of the RauKa was 
devised by an Italian Engineer is clearly shown to bo in- 
correctt The^ cost of the building, the duration of its erec* 
tion, the architects and artists employed uii it, with their 
salaries, and the kinds of the stones of which tlie bnildiug is 
made or its ornamental work is composed, are ell diatlnctly 
apecihed, Nice pJiotos are also inserted here and there, 
i ho style is attractive, 

19, 

The Pioneer, dat^il tJie 2-4^1906. 

The Taj—Md. Jiloin^ud-djti, (Jenera) Superintendent, 
Muttra Collcctorate, hos prD]iar«il amj issued "a History of 
the Taj and the buildings in its vicinity ’ and copies were 
accepted by the Prince and Princesa of Wales before their 
departure from India, The bouk gives a vary iuterestiog 
MCount of the Taj and of the artists who were employed in 
Its construction. 

11 . 

Alwftp, Kajputfloa, dated. 34-i9oe. 

I Iiave road an axcclJent review of your book ■' History 
of the Tftj" in tb« Piomcr and shall be glad if yoq can tenduie 
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A complitaanUry copy. I mil return it. if dosired by you. 
1 AIM gkcl tbo BojaUy have ^pokaa sq ivell of your book* 

Yoima faith fully 

(Bd.) B. N. KHAINBHOTA. 

MiLirAR? Secaetarf to 
//. /f, J/aAamJci 0 / 

Kainl Tal, dated^ 1&4-I906 
Sir, 

_ I to Aokuowied^e receipt oF parool coutalmnir G 
copiofl of jour book on Taj* ^ 

l aru Bending them to Privato Secretary to 11, E, tlio 
Vjoerojj fLord Cur^oo/ 

Voiirs faithfully^ 
<Sd.) ALFRED OABELEE 
13* 

- HawiadalB, Nnlni Tol, 23rd April 1906. 

Birp 

I am requested by the Prirato See rotary to H. tho 
V icoroy to thank joti for the copitw of your on Taj. 

1 am leaying for England oa 

^ Eolieva me, 

Ycur* fdithfuUi^, 

(Sd.) ALFRED GASELEE/Zf. GtmmL 
14. 


Kaalimlr, 3^7-1906. 

Boforo thisp I hope you hTLVo recsiyed my Icfctor written 
to thank jOii very much for the ropy of tha History of the 
Taj " which I have read with great rnttreat,, 

1 thank yon aga'n very tnucb for yonr kindzices in 
sending me a copy of the History of the Taj/‘ It in a very 
intereating record of that groat historical tomb. 

fSd.) Colonai A, E. Sandbach, R E. 

CotiimaiidEiig B. S, & M, 
15. 

No.'^p^df lOOT-lDGS dated AllaMbId, the 17 th April IDOT. 


Ilia baokp via, '^The History of the Taj ami the build¬ 
ings in its vicitiSty.” > j 

Has thu honour to inform him that the aboya has hcA * 
rccomiiiendcd for llbrarioBL 

(Sd.) Soeretary^ 

Taxi Book Coitnrrittoo, IT. l\ 
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